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Vi PREFACE 

his concerns, but eventually bearing upon the great 
drama in which he was the principal actor. 

I have endeavored to execute my task with can- 
dor and fidelity ; stating facts on what appeared to 
be good authority, and avoiding as much as possible 
all false coloring ani exaggeration. My work is 
founded on the correspondence of Washington, which, 
in fact, affords the amplest and surest groundwork 
for his biography. This I have consulted as it ex- 
bts in manuscript in the archives of the Department 
of State, to' which I have had full and frequent ac- 
cess. I have also made firequent use of " Washing- 
ton's Writings," as published by Mr. Sparks ; a care- 
fiil collation of many of them with the originals hav- 
ing convinced me of the general correctness of the 
collection, and of the safety with which it may be re- 
lied upon for historical purposes ; and I am happy to 
bear this testimony to the essential accuracy of one 
whom I consider among the greatest benefactors to 
our national literature ; and to whose writings and 
researches I acknowledge myself largely indebted 
throughout my work. 

W. L 

SumnrsiDE, 1855. 
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a titular saint against the Scots.^ His shnoe, 
therefore, had been held in peculiar reverence by 
the Saxons, and the see of Durham endowed with 
extraordinary privileges. 

William continued and increased those privi- 
leges. He needed a powerful adherent on this 
frontier to keep the restless Northumbrians in 
order, and check Scottish invasion ; and no doubt 
considered an enlightened ecclesiastic, appointed 
by the crown, a safer depositary of such power 
than an hereditary noble. 

Having placed a noble and learned native of 
Loraine in the diocese, therefore, he erected it 
into a palatinate, over which the bishop, as Count 
Palatine, had temporal as well as spiritual juris- 
diction. He built a strong castle for his protec- 
tion, and to serve as a barrier against the Northern 
foe. He made him lord high admiral of the sea 
and waiers adjoining his palatinate, lord warden 
of the marches, and conservator of the league 
between England and Scotland. Thenceforth, 
we are told, the prelates of Durham owned no 
earthly superior within their diocese, but con- 
tinued for centuries to exercise every right at- 
tached to an independent sovereign.^ 

The bishop, as Count Palatine, lived in almost 
royal state and splendor. He had his lay chan- 
cellor, chamberlains, secretaries, steward, treasu- 
rer, master of the horse, and a host of minor offi- 
cers. Still he was under feudal obligations. All 

1 Camden, Brit. iv. 349. 

2 Annals of Roger de Hovedon. Hutchinson's JJumam, 
?ol. ii. Collectanea Curiosa^ vol. ii. p. 83. 



GEXEALOGT. 3 

lauded property in tho^ warlike times implied 
military service. Bishops ami abbots^ equally 
with great barons who held estates immediately 
of the crown, were obliged, when required, to 
furnish the king with armed men in proportion 
to their domains ; but they had their feudatories 
under them, to aid them in this service. 

The princely prelate of Durham had his barons 
and knights, who held estates of him on feudal 
tenure, and were bound to serve him in peace 
and war. They sat occasionally in his councils, 
gave mtirtial splendor to his court, and were 
obliged to have horse and weapon ready for ser- 
vice, for they lived in a belligerent neighborhood, 
disturbed occasionally by civil war, and often by 
Scottish foray. When the banner of St, Cuth- 
bert, the royal standard of the province, was dis- 
played, no armed feudatory of the bishop could 
refuse to take the field.^ 

Some of these prelates, in token of the war- 
like duties of their diocese, engraved on their 
seals a knight on horseback, armed at all points, 
brandishing in one hand a sword, and holding 
forth in the other the arms of tlie see.^ 

Among the knights who held estates in the 
palatinate on these warlike conditions was Wil- 
liam DE Hertburn, the progenitor of the Wash- 
ingtons. His Norman name of William would 
seem to point out his national descent ; and the 
family long continued to have Norman names of 
baptism. The surname of De Hertburn was 

1 Robert de Graystanes, Ang. Sao. p. 746. 
s Camden, Brii, iv. 349. 
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taken from a village on the palatinate, which he 
held of the bishop in knight's fee ; probably the 
same now called Hartbtirn, on the banks of the 
Tees. It had become a cnstom amongr the Nor- 
man families of rank, about the time of the Con- 
quest, to take surnames from their castles or es- 
tates ; it was not until some time afterwards that 
surnames became generally assumed by the peo- 
ple.i 

How or when the De Hertburns first acquired 
possession of tlieir village is not known. They 
may have been companions in arms with Robert 
de Brus (or Bruce), a noble knight of Normandy, 
rewarded Ijy William the Conqueror with great 
possessions in the North, and among others, with 
the lordships of Hert and Hertness in the county 
of Durham. 

The first actual mention we find of the family 
is in the *' Bolden Book," a record of all the lands 
appertaining to the diocese in 1183. In this it 
is stated that William de Hertburn had exchanged 
his village of Hertburn for the manor and village 
of Wessyngton, likewise in the diocese ; paying the 
bishop a quit-rent of four pounds, and engaging 
to attend him with two greyhounds in grand 
hunts, and to furnish a man-at-arms whenever 
military aid should be required of the palatinate.^ 

1 Lower, On Surnames, vol. i. p. 43. Fuller says that the 
custom of surnames was brought from France in Edward the 
Confessor's time, about fifty years before the Conquest; but 
did not become universally settled until some hundred years 
afterwards. At first they did not descend hereditarily on the 
family. Fuller, Church History. Roll Battle Abbey. 

2 Thr Boldun Book. As this ancient document gives 
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of Wessyngton show how strictly thtr rights of 
the chase were defined. All the game taken by 
him in going to the forest belonged to the bishop ; 
all taken on returning belonged to himself.^ 

Hugh de Pusaz (or De Pudsay) during whose 
episcopate we meet with this first trace of the 
De Wessyngtons, was a nephew of King Ste- 
phen, and a prelate of great pretensions ; fond of 
appearing with a train of ecclesiastics and an 
armed retinue. When Richard Coeur de Lion 
put everything at pawn and sale to raise funds 
for a crusade to the Holy Land, the bishop re- 
solved to accompany him. More wealthy than 
his sovereign, he made magnificent preparations. 
Besides ships to convey his troops and retinue, he 
had a sumptuous galley for himself, fitted up with 
a throne or episcopal chair of silver, and all the 
household, and even culinary utensils, were of 
the same costly material. In a word, had not 
the prelate been induced to stay at home, and aid 
the king with his treasures, by being made one 
of the regents of the kingdom, and earl of Nor- 
thumberland for life, the De Wessyngtons might 
have followed the banner of St. Cuthbert to the 
holy wars. 

Nearly seventy years afterwards we find the 
family still retaining its manorial estate in the 
palatinate. The names of Bondo de Wessyngton 
and William his son appear on charters of land, 
granted in 1257 to religious houses. Soon after 
occurred the wars of the barons, in which the 
throne of Henry IH. was shaken by the De 
1 Ilutchiuson's Durham^ vol. ii. p. 48.0. 
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Mountforts. The chivalry of the palatinate ral- 
lied under the royal standard. On the list of 
loyal knights who fought for their sovereign in 
the disastrous battle of Lewes (1264), in which 
the king was taken prisoner, we find the name 
of William Weshington, of Weshington.^ 

During the splendid pontificate of Anthony 
Beke (or Beak), the knights of the palatinate 
had continually to be in the saddle, or buckled in 
armor. The prelate was so impatient of rest 
that he never took more than one sleep, saying 
it was unbecoming a man to turn from one side 
to another in bed. He was perpetually, when 
within his diocese, either riding from one manor 
to another, or hunting and hawking. Twice he 
assisted Edward I. with all his force in invading 
Scotland. In tlie progress northward with the 
king, the bishop led the van, marching a day in 
advance of the main body, with a mercenary 
force, paid by himself, of one thousand foot and 
^ye hundred horse. Besides these he had his 
feudatories of the palatinate ; six bannerets and 
one hundred and sixty knights, not one of whom, 
says an old poem, but surpassed Arthur himself, 
though endowed with the charmed gifts of Mer- 
lin.^ We presume the De Wessyngtons were 
among those preux chevaliers, as the banner of 

1 This list of knights was inserted in the Bolden Book as an 
iJditional entry. It is cited at full length by Hutchinson, 
WtU Durham, vol. i. p. 220. 

8 " Onques Artous pour touz ces charmes. 
Si beau prisent ne ot de Merlin." 

Siegf of Karlavarock; an old Poem tn iV«r 
man French. 
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St. Cuthbert had been taken from its shrine on 
the occasion, and of course all the armed force 
of the diocese was bound to follow. It was 
borne in front of the army by a monk of Dur- 
ham. There were many rich caparisons, says 
tlie old poem, many beautiful pennons, fluttering 
from lances^ and much neighing of steeds. The 
hills and valleys were covered with sumpter 
horses and wagons laden with tents and pro- 
visions. The Bishop of Durham in his warlike 
state appeared, we are told, more like a power- 
ful prince, than a priest or prelate.^ 

At the surrender of the crown of Scotland 
by John Baliol which ended this invasion, the 
bishop negotiated on the part of England. As 
a trophy of the event, the chair of Schone used 
on the inauguration of the Scottish monarchs, 
and containing the stone on which Jacob dreamed, 
the palladium of Scotland, was transferred to 
England and deposited in Westminster Abbey.^ 

1 Robert de Graystanes, Ang. Sac. p. 746, cited by Hutch- 
inson, vol. i. p. 239. 

2 An extract from an inedited poem, cited by Nicolas iu his 
translation of the Siege of Carlavarock^ gives a striking pic- 
ture of the palatinate in these days of its pride and sple* - 

iOTl — 

" There valor bowed before the rood and book, 

And kneeling knighthood served a prelate lord, 
Yet little deigned he on such train to look, 
Or glance of ruth or pity to afford. 

" There time has heard the peal rung out at night, 
lias seen from every tower the cressets stream, 
When the red bale-fire on yon western height, 
Uad roused the warder from his fitful dream. 
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In the reign of f>iw%H IIL we ibid die Ik 

Wesejngtons still min^ilti^ in fitlr^lrrjot KCtWA. 
The name of Sir Stephen #ifc Wt^jn^m apfi^arv 
on a list of knights (n€jlAe% tit^hr^iikrw f nit^M Tuarm 
to tilt at a tournament at DacK^af/i^ in 1^^^ 
He bore for his deriee a goUen rr/t« on au azure 
field.i 

He was soon called to exeni^i^ hk armi cci a 
sterner field. In l:^4€, E/iwatrd and Lift K>ri. tiiMS 
Black Prince, bein^ a(/Mrnc wita tb^ ^rmhnt in 
France, King Ihtrid of Scrxlaijd lurs^AtA S'jT'^ 
thnmberland with a f^>w^rful artcfj* Queieii Phii-> 
ippa, who had remain^ in Kwj^isktA au» r^rg^mt, 
immediatelj took the fi«rM. «^a>ilin;; the n^/rtbeni 
prelates and not^Ies to /^in h«rr (ttaxidard. Tbej 
all hastened to obej. AuK^ng the prtrUtes waa 
Hatfield, the Bl^ltfrp of Ourbarn. The bacred 
banner of St. Cutbbert was a;;:ain dlVpiayed, and 
the chivalry of the palaiina!e ai»feii^ted at the fa- 
mous battle of Xerii'e Crr^Hf, near Durham, in 
which the Scottish annj waj» defeated and King 
David taken prisoner. 

Queen Phil ippa bai^teried with a victorious 
train to croes tlie sea at Driver, and j<jin King 
Edward in his camp before Calt«if. The prelate 
of Durham accompanied her. Hi§ military train 
consisted of thrc^ bannereti^. fortv-eiifbt kni<;hts, 
one hundred and ^ixty-four enquires, and eighty 



" Hmm aees old Dorfaam'f Hon b&no*^ flout 

O'er the pitmd balvaric, that, v!th gxant pride 
Aad feet deep plunp^ anDviFt tbe cireling nxat. 
The effrjrti of the roving Scot defied.** 

^ CoHtct Tvfiog. eL Gtnti^loy. torn. ir. p. 
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archers, on horseback.^ They all arrived to wit- 
ness the surrender of Calais (1346), on which 
occasion Queen Philippa distinguished herself by 
her noble interference in saving the lives of its 
patriot citizens. 

Such were the warlike and stately scenes in 
which the De Wessyngtons were called to mingle 
by their feudal duties as knights of the palatinate. 
A few years after the last event (1350), William, 
at that time lord of the manor of Wessyngton, 
had license to settle it and the village upon him- 
self, his wife, and " his own right heirs." He 
died in 1367, and his son and heir, WiUiam, suc- 
ceeded to the estate. The latter is mentioned 
under the name of Sir William de Weschington, 
as one of the knights who sat in the privy coun- 
cil of the county during the episcopate of John 
Fordham.^ During this time the whole force of 
the palatinate was roused to pursue a foray of 
Scots, under Sir William Douglas, who, having 
ravaged the country, were returning laden with 
spoil. It was a fruit of the feud between the 
Douglases and the Percys. The marauders were 
overtaken by Hotspur Percy, and then took place 
the battle of Otterbourne, in which Percy was 
taken prisoner and Douglas slain.^ 

For upwards of two hundred years the De 
Wessyngtons had now sat in the councils of the 

1 Collier's Eccles. Hist, book vi. cent. xiv. 

2 Hutchinson, vol. ii. 

• " Theare the Uowglas lost his life, 
And the Percye was led away." 
Fordun, quoted by Surtee's Hist Durham, vol. i. 
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palatinate ; had mingled with horse and hound in 
the stately hunts of its prelates, and followed the 
banner of St. Cuthbert to the field; but Sir 
William, just mentioned, was the last of the 
family that rendered this feudal service. He was 
the last male of the line to which the inheritance 
of the manor, by the license granted to his father, 
was confined. It passed away from the De Wes- 
syngtons, after his death, by the marriage of his 
only daughter and heir, Dionisia, with Sir Wil- 
liam Temple of Studley. By the year 1400 it 
had become the property of the Blaykestons.^ 

But though the name of De Wessyngton no 
longer figured on the chivalrous roll of the palati- 
nate, it continued for a time to flourish in the clois- 
ters. In the year 1416, John de Wessyngton was 
elected prior of the Benedictine convent, attached 
to the cathedral. The monks of this convent had 
been licensed by Pope Gregory VII. to perform 
the solemn duties of the cathedral in place of sec- 
ular clergy, and William the Conqueror had or- 
dained that the priors of Durham should enjoy 
all the liberties, dignities, and honors of abbots ; 
should hold their lands and churches in their own 
hands and free disposition, and have the abbot's 
seat on the left side of the choir — thus taking 
rank of every one but the bishop.^ 

In the course of three centuries and upwards, 
which had since elapsed, these honors and privi- 

1 Hutchinson's Durham^ vol. ii. p. 489. 

2 Dugdale, Monasiicon Anglicanum^ torn. i. p. 231. London, 
ed. 184G. * 



12 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

leges had been subject to repeated dispute and 
encroachment, and the prior had nearly been el- 
bowed out of the abbot's chair by the archdeacon. 
John de Wessyngton was not a man to submit 
tamely to such infringements of his rights. He 
forthwith set himself up as the champion of his 
priory, and in a learned tract, ''De Juribus et Fos- 
sessionibus Ecclesiae Dunelm," established the va- 
lidity of the long controverted claims, and fixed 
himself firmly in the abbot's chair. His success 
in this controversy gained him much renown 
among his brethren of the cowl, and in 1426 he 
presided at the general chapter of the order of 
St Benedict, held at Northampton. 

The stout prior of Durham had other disputes 
with the bishop and the se(;ular clergy touching 
his ecclesiastical functions, in which he was 
equally victorious, and several tracts remain in 
manuscript in the dean and chapter's library — 
weapons hung up in the church ai*mory as me- 
morials of his polemical battles. 

Finally, after fighting divers good fights for 
the honor of his priory, and filling the abbot's 
chair for thirty years, he died, to use an ancient 
phrase, "in all the odor of sanctity," in 1446, and 
was buried like a soldier on his battle-field, at 
the door of the north aisle of his church, near 
to the altar of St. Benedict. On his tombstone 
was an inscription in brass, now unfortunately 
obliterated, which may have set forth the valiant 
deeds of this Washington of the cloisters.^ 

1 Ilutchinsou's Durham^ vol. \\. passim. 
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By this time the primitive stock of the De 
WessyngtoDS had separated into divers branches, 
holding estates in various parts of England ; some 
distinguishing themselves in the learned profes- 
sions, others receiving knighthood for public ser- 
vices. Their names are to be found honorably 
recorded in county histories, or engraved on mon- 
uments in time-worn churches and cathedrals, 
those garnering places of English worthies. By 
degrees the seignorial sign of de disappeared from 
before the femUy surname, which also varied from 
Wessyngton to Wassington, Wasshington, and 
finally, to Washington.^ A parish in the county 
of Durham bears the name as last written, and 
in this probably the ancient manor of Wessyng- 
ton was situated. There is another parish of the 
name in the county of Sussex. 

The branch of the family to which our Wash- 
ington immediately belongs sprang from Laurence 
Washington, Esquire, of Gray's Inn, son of John 
Washington, of Warton in Lancashire. This 
Laurence Washington was for some time mayor 
of Northampton, and on the dissolution of the 



1 " The de came to be omitted," says an old treatise, " when 
Englishmen and English manners began to prevail upon the 
ecoveiy of lost credit." — Restitution of Decayed Intelligence 
in AnliquitinB, Lond. 1634. 

About the time of Henrj' VI. says another treatise, the de 
01 cT was generally' dropped from surnames, when the title of 
armiger, esquier^ amongst the heads of families, and generoattSf 
tr gentf^man^ among younger sons was substituted. Lower, 
Tn Surnames^ vol. i 
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Virginia in 16.57. ami piirohctj-etl lamls in TVe!«t- 
moreland Countv, on the Northern Neck, between 
the Potomac and Rappahannook rivers. John mar- 
ried a Mi53 Anne Pope, of the same county, and 
took op his residence on Briil;:es Creek, near 
where it falls into the Potomac. He became an 
extensive planter, and, in proct-s? ot lime, a mag- 
istrate and member of the House of Burgesses. 
Having a spark of the old niilirarv tire "of the 
fkniily, we find him, as Gdonel Wnshinston, lead- 
ing the Virginia forces, in cooperaiimi witli those 
of Maryland, against a band of St-neca Indians, 
ii*'bo were ravaging tlie settlements along the Po- 
tomac. In honor of his public services and pri- 
vate virtues the parish in whicli he resi-lc'l was 
called atler him, and still hears the name of 
Washington. He lies buried in a vault on 
Bridges Creek, which, for generations, was the 
lamily place of sepulture. 

The estate continued in the familv. His ^irand- 

•on Augnstine, the talher <if our Washington, 

born thei-e in 1694. He was twice marrit-d ; 

^April 20ih, 1715), to Jane, daughter of 

Butler, Esq, of Westmoreland County, bv 

I ho had four children, of whoai onlv two, 

j>?nce and Augustine, survived the years of 

•ilhooil ; their mother died Novf ml er 24:h, 

-*''*S» «uiil was burietl in the I'amiiy vaulr. 

On the Gth of Mau^h, 1730. he married in 
••©oond nuptials. Mary, the daughter of CoK iit- ' 
""■» * young and beaut it ul girl, said to be the 
belle of the Nonheru Neck. By her he bad 
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four sons, Greorge, Samuel, John Augustine, and 
Charles ; and two daughters, Elizabeth, or Betty, 
as she was commonly Ciilied, and Mildred, who 
died in infancy. 

Greorge, the eldest, the subject of this biogni- 
phy, was born on the 22d of February (11th, O. 
S.), 1732, in the homestead on Bridges Creek. 
This house commanded a view over many miles of 
the Potomac, and the opposite shore of Maryland. 
It had prfjbably been purchased with the property, 
and was one of the primitive farm-houses of Vir- 
ginia. The roof was steep, and sloped down into 
low projecting eaves. It had four roonis on tlio 
ground floor, and others in the attic, and an im- 
mense chimney at each end. Not a vestige of it 
remains. Two or three decayed fig-trees, with 
shrubs and vines, linger about the place, and here 
and there a flower grown wild serves '' to mark 
where a garden has been." Such at least, was 
the case a few years since ; but these may have 
likewise passed away. A stone ^ marks the site 
of the house, and an inscription denotes its being 
the birthplace of Washington. 

We have entered with some minuteness into 
this genealogical detail, tracing the family step 
by step through the pages of historical documents 
for upwards of six centuries ; and we have been 
tempted to do so by the documentary proofs, it 
gives of the lineal and enduring worth of the race. 
We have shown that, for many generations, and 
through a variety of eventful scenes, it has main- 

1 Placed there by George W. P. Custis, Esq. 
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I'or several hours, and at leiigtii retired with honor 
timir email fui'Ce hnviiig auaiaiiied a loss of about 
BIX hiiudred ia killed HJid wounded. 

We httve iiero the secret of tlint miirtiul spirit 
BO often ciied ol' George in Lis boyiali diiys. He 
httd seeu hia brother fitted out for the wnra. 
Hu hud hetLFil by letter and otherwise of the war- 
like eceues iti whioh tie waa niitjgling. AH hia 
tunueeineiits took a oulitarj turn. He made sol- 
diers of hid schooliuaLes ; they had (heir mimic 
parades, reviews, and sham tighta ; a boj named 
WUiiani Bustle was sonietiraea his eoinpelilor, 
but Gieor^ was cotiimauder-iu-ehief of Hobby'ii 
school. 

Liiwreiice Washington returned home in the 
autumn of 1742, the eampoigns in the West In- 
dies being ended, mid Adniii'iil Vm'uon and Gen- 
eral Wennvoi'tli being recalled lo England. It 
MW ^"^ iuteiilioii of Luwrenee to rejoin hia I'egi- 
^■><€il(tin that country, and seek promotion in the 
bul yicuomstaueeB eomplelely altered liia 
He formed an aClBchinent to Ancie, the 
daughter of the Honorftble William Fair- 
irfiix County ; his addresses were well 
od they became engugeil. Their riup- 
I delayed by the sudden and untimely 
)iis father, nhich took place ou the 12lh 
,_ 1743, after a short but severe attack of 
III tli<: stomach, and wlieji but I'orty-niue 
iif jip;'-'. George had been absent from 



. during his fillhe 



ml 



e a parting look of 
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Aagustine Washington left large possessions, 
distributed by will among his children. To Law- 
rence, the estate on the banks of the Potomac, 
with other real property, and several shares in 
iron works. To Augustine, the second son by 
the first marriage, the old homestead and estate 
in Westmoreland. The children by the second 
marriage were severally well provided for, and 
George, when he became of age, was to have the 
house and lands on the Rappahannock. 

In the month of July the marriage of Law- 
rence with Miss Fairfax took place. He now 
gave up all thoughts of foreign service, and set- 
tled himself on his estate on the banks of the Po- 
tomac, to which he gave the name of Mount 
Vernon, in honor of the Admiral. 

Augustine took up his abode at the homestead 
on Bridges Creek, aiid married Anne, daughter 
and co-heiress of William Aylett, Esquire, of 
Westmoreland County. 

George, now eleven years of age, and the other 
children of the second marriage, had been left un- 
der the guardiansliip of their mother, to whom 
was intrusted the proceeds of all their property 
until they should severally come of age. She 
proved herself worthy of the trust. Endowed 
with plain, direct good sense, thorough conscien- 
tiousness, and prompt decision, she governed her 
family strictly, but kindly, exacting deference 
while she inspired affection. George, being her 
eldest son, was thought to be her favorite, yet she 
never gave hini undue preference, and tlie im- 
plicit deference exacted from him in childhood 
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continued to be habitually observed by hira to 
the day of her death. He inherit^id from her 
a high temper and a spirit of command, but her 
early precepts and example taught him to restrain 
and govern that temper, and to square his con- 
duct on the exact principles of equity and jus- 
tice. 

Tradition gives an interesting picture of the 
widow, with her little flock gathered round her, 
as was her daily wont, reading to them lessons of 
religion and morality out of some standard work. 
Her favorite volume was Sir Matthew Hale's 
Contemplations, moral and divine. The admir- 
able maxims therein contained, for outward action 
as well as self-government, sank deep into the 
mind of Georoe, and, doubtless, had a great in- 
fluence in forming his character. They certainly 
were exemplified in his conduct throughout life. 
This mother's manual, bearing his mother's name, 
Mary Washington, written with her own hand, 
was ever preserved by hira with filial care, and 
may still be seen in the archives of Mount Ver- 
non. A precious document ! Let those who 
wish to know the moral foundation of his charac- 
ter consult its pages. 

Having no longer the benefit of a father's in- 
structions at home, and the scope of tuition of 
Hobby, the sexton, being too limited for the grow- 
ing wants of his pupil, George was now sent to 
reside with Augustine Washington, at Bridges 
Creek, and enjoy the benefit of a superior scliool 
in that neighborhood, kept by a Mr. Williams. 
His education, however, was i)lain and practical. 
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He never attempted tlie learned lanfriiages, nor 
manifested any inclination for rlietoiic or belles- 
lettres. His object, or the object of his friends, 
seems to have been confined to fittinj: him for 
ordinary business. Ilis niaiinscript school-books 
still exist, and are models of neatness and accn- 
racy. One of them, it is trne, a ciphering-book, 
preserved in the library at jNIount Vernon, has 
some school-boy attempts at calligraphy : nonde- 
script birds, executed with a flourish of the pen, 
or profiles of faces, pn)bably intenchMl lor those 
of his schoolmates; th(; icst are all grave and 
business-like. Before he was thirteen years of 
age he had copied into a volume (ofins {'or all 
kinds of merciuitile and legal papers; bills of ex- 
change, notes of hand, deeds, bonds, and the like. 
This early self-tuition gave him throughout life a 
lawyer's skill in drafting documents, and a mer- 
chant's exactness in keej)ing accounts ; so that all 
the concerns of his various estates, his dealings 
with his domestic stewards and foreign jigents, his 
accounts with government, and all his iinaucial 
-transactions are to this day to be seen f)()stcd up 
in books, in his own handwriting, monuments of 
his method and unwearied accura(^y. 

He was a self-disciplinarian in physical as well 
as mental matters, and pra(!ticed himself in all 
kinds of athletic exercises, snch as running, leap- 
ing, wrestling, pitching quoits, and tossing bars. 
His frame even in infancy had been large and 
powerful, and he now excelie<l most of his play- 
mates in contests of agiliiy and strength. As a 
proof of his muscular power, a place is still 
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broDght all the impulses of a somewhat ardent 
temper under conscientious government. 

Other influences were brought to bear on 
George during his visit at Mount Vernon. His 
brother Lawrence still retained some of his mili- 
tary inclinations, fostered, no doubt, by his post 
of Adjutant-general. William Fairfax, as we 
have shown, had been a soldier, and in many try- 
ing scenes. Some of Lawrence's comrades, of 
the provincial regiment, who had served with him 
in the West Indies, were occasional visitors at 
Mount Vernon ; or a ship of war, possibly one 
of Vernon's old fleet, would anchor in the Potomac, 
and its officers be welcome guests at the tables of 
Lawrence and his father-in-hiw. Thus military 
scenes on sea and shore would become the topics 
of conversation. The capture of Porto Bello; 
the bombardment of Carthagena ; old stories of 
cruisings in the East and West Indies, and cam- 
paigns against the pirates. We can picture to our- 
selves George, a grave and earnest boy, with an 
expanding intellect, and a deep-seated passion for 
enterprise, listening to such conversations with a 
kindling spirit and a growing desire for military 
life. In this way most probably was produced 
that desire to enter the navy which he evinced 
when about fourteen years of age. The oppor- 
tunity for gratifying it appeared at hand. Ships 
of war frequented the colonies, and at times, as 
we have hinted, were anchored in the Potomac. 
The inclination was encouraged by Lawrence 
Washington and Mr. Fairfax. Lawrence retained 
pleasant recollections of his cruisings in the fleet 
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stead of being mere school exercises. Thus, in 
his earliest days, there was perseverance and 
completeness in all his undertakings. Nothing 
was left half done, or done in a hurried and 
sloTenly manner. The habit of mind thus cul- 
tivated continued throughout life ; so that however 
complicated his tasks and overwhelming his cares, 
in the arduous and hazardous situations in which 
he was often placed, ho found time to do every- 
thing, and to do it well. He had acquired the 
magic of method, which of itself works wonders. 
In one of these manuscript memorials of his 
practical studies and exercises, we have come upon 
some documents singularly in contrast with all 
that we have just cited, and with his apparently 
unromantic character. In a word, there are ev- 
idences in his own handwriting, that, before he 
was fifteen years of age, he had conceived a pas- 
sion for some unknown beauty, so serious as to 
disturb his otherwise well-regulated mind, and to 
make him really unhappy. Why this juvenile at- 
tachment was a source of unhappiness we have 
no positive means of ascertaining. Perhaps the 
object of it may have considered him a mere 
school-boy, and treated him as such ; or his own 
shyness may have been in his way, and his '^ rules 
ibr behavior and conversation " may as yet have 
sat awkwardly on him, and rendered him fornud 
and ungainly when he most sought to please. 
£ven in later years he was apt to be silent and 
embarrassed in female society. " He was a very 
bashful young man," said an old lady, whom ne 

TOU I. 3 
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used to viifit when tbev were both in their nonagOi 
I \x¥aA often to wish that he would talk more." 

Whatever may have been the reason, this early 
attiichrneiit t^eeins to have been a ifource of poign- 
ant diKXjrnfort to him. It clung to him after he 
XamAh a fjrjal leave of school in the autumn of 1747, 
an<J went to reside with his brother Lawrence at 
Mount Vernon. Here he continued his mathe^ 
uiatical studies and his practice in surveying, dis- 
turU^ at times by recurrences of his unlucky 
paHKion. Though by no means of a poetical 
ienii>eramerjt, the waste pages of his journal be- 
tray Mjveral attempts to pour forth his amorous 
•or rows in verse. They are mere common place 
rhyines, such as lovers at his age are apt to write, 
in which he bewails his ''poor restless heart, 
wounded by Cupid's dart," and '' bleeding for one 
wiio remains pitiless of his griefs and woes." 

The tenor of some of his verses induce us to 
believe that he never told his love; but, as we 
have uh'cady surmised, was prevented by his 
biiMhCuhieMH. 

" All, w(>» Ih mo, that I should love and conceal; 
l.oiij; Imvo I wished and never dare reveal." 

1 1 in diirK!ult to reconcile one's self to the idea 
of the cool and sedate Washington, the great 
ohuiupion of Anioricnn liberty, a woe-worn lover 
in hiH yontliful (hivs, "siijjhinir like furnace," and 
hiditin«> phiintive verses about the groves of Mount 
Vernon. We are ghul ot' an opportunity, how- 
t>vor» of penetrating to his native feelings, and 
finding that under his studied decorum and reserve 
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he had a heart of flesh throbbing with the warm 
impulses of human nature. 

Being a favorite of Sir William Fairfax, he 
was now an occasional inmate of Bel voir. Among 
the persons at present residing there was Thomas^ 
£x)rd Fairfax, cousin of William Fairfax, and of 
whose immense landed property the latter was 
the agent. As this nobleman was one of Wash- 
ington's earliest friends, and in some degree the 
founder of his fortunes, his character and history 
are worthy of especial note. 

LfOrd Fairfax was now nearly sixty years of 
age, upwards of six feet high, gaunt and raw-boned, 
near-sighted, with light gray eyes, sharp features, 
and an aquiline nose. However ungainly his 
present appearance, he had figured to advantage 
in London life in his younger days. He had re- 
ceived his education at the University of Oxford, 
where he acquitted himself with credit. He 
afterwards held a commission, and remained for 
some time in a regiment of horse called the Blues. 
His title and connections, of course,^ gave him 
access to the best society, in which he acquired 
additional currency by contributing a paper or 
two to Addison's '* Spectator," then in great vogue. 

In the height of his fashionable career, he be- 
came strongly attached to a young lady of rank; 
paid his addresses, and was accepted. The wed- 
ding day was fixed ; the wedding dresses were pro- 
vided, together with servants and equipages for 
the matrimonial establishment. Suddenly the lady 
broke her engagement. She had been dazzled by 
the superior brilliancy of a ducal coronet. 
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It was a cniel blow, alike to the affection and 
pride of Lord Fairfax, and wrought a change in 
both character and conduct. From that time he 
almost avoided the sex, and became shy and em- 
barrassed ill their society, excepting among those 
with wliom he was connected or particularly 
intimate. This may have been among the rea- 
sons which ultimately induced him to abandon 
the gay world and bury himself in the wilds of 
America. He made a voyage to Virginia about 
the year 1739, to visit his vast estates there. 
These he inherited from his mother, Catharine, 
daughter of Thomas, Lord Culpepper, to whom 
they had been granted by Charles IL The orig- 
inal grant was for all the lands lyiug between 
the Rappahannock and Potomac rivers ; meaning 
thereby, it is said, merely the territory on the 
Northern Neck, east of the Blue Ridge. His 
lordship, however, discovering that the Potomac 
headed in the Alleghany Mountains, returned to 
Engliind and claimed a correspondent definition 
of liis grant. It was arranged by compromise; 
extending his domain into the Alleghany Moun- 
tains, and comprising, among other lands, a great 
portion of the Siientindoah Valley. 

Lord Fairfax had been deli^rlited with his visit 
to Virginia. The amenity of the climate, the 
magnificence of the forest scenery, the abundance 
of game, — all pointed it out as a favored land. 
Ho was pleased, too, with the frank, cordial char- 
acter of the Virginians, and their independent 
mode of life ; and returned to it with the resolu- 
tion of taking up his abode there for the remain* 
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der of his days. His early disappointment in love 
was the cause of some eccentricities in his con- 
duct; yet he was amiahle and courtcosu in his 
manners, and of a liberal and generous spirit. 

Another inmate of Bel voir at this time was 
GJeorge William Fairfax, about twenty-two years 
of age, the eldest son of the proprietor. He had 
been educated in England, and since his return 
had married a daughter of Colonel Carey, of 
Hampton, on James River. He had recently 
brought home his bride and her sister to his 
father's house. 

The merits of Washington were known and 
appreciated by the Fairfax family. Though not 
quite sixteen yeais of age, he no longer seemed 
a boy, nor was he treated as such. Tall, athletic, 
and manly for his years, his early self training, 
and the code of conduct he had devised, gave a 
gravity and decision to his conduct ; his frank- 
ness and modesty inspired cordial regard, and the 
melancholy, of which he speaks, may have pro- 
duced a softness in his manner calculated to win 
favor in ladies' eyes. According to his own 
account, the female society by which he was 
surrounded had a soothing effect on that melan- 
choly. The charms of Miss Carey, the sister of 
the bride, seem even to have caused a slight 
fluttering in his bosom, which, however, was 
constantly rebuked by the remembrance of his 
former passion — so at least we jtidge from let- 
ters to his youthful confidants, rough drafts of 
which are still to be seen in his tell-tale jounial. 

To one whom he addresses as his dear friend 
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the Shenandoah with the Potomac, and extended 
for many miles along the former river. Here 
and there partial " clearings " had been made by 
squatters and hardy pioneers, and their rnde hus- 
bandry had produced abundant crops of grain, 
hemp, and tobacco ; civilization, however, had 
hardly yet entered the valley, if we may judge 
from the note of a night's lodging at the house of 
one of the settlers — Captain Hite, near the site 
of the present town of Winchester. Here, after 
supper, most of the company stretched themselves 
in backwoods style, before the fire ; but Washing- 
ton was shown into a bed-room. Fatigued with 
a hard day's work at surveying, he soon un- 
dressed ; but instead of being nestled between 
sheets in a comfortable bed, as at the maternal 
home, or at Mount Vernon, he found himself on 
a couch of matted straw, under a threadbare 
blanket, swarming with unwelcome bedfellows. 
After tossing about for a few moments, he was 
glad to put on his clothes again, and rejoin his 
companions before the fire. 

Such was his first experience of life in the 
wilderness ; he soon," however, accustomed him- 
self to "rough it," and adapt himself to fare of 
all kinds, though he generally preferred a bivouac 
before a fire, in the open air, to the accommoda- 
tions of a woodman's cabin. Proceeding down 
the valley to the banks of the Potomac, they 
found that river so much swollen by the rain 
which had fallen among the Alleghanies, as to be 
unfordable. To while away the time until it 
should subs de, they made an excursion to exam* 
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Bhot, and decorated with a horse's tail. Their 
strange outcries, and uncouth forms and garbs, 
seen by the glare of the fire, and their whoops 
and yells, made them appear more like demons 
than human beings. All this savage gambol was 
no novelty to Washington's companions, experi- 
enced in frontier life; but to the youth, fresh 
from school, it was a strange spectacle, which ho 
sat contemplating with deep interest, and care- 
fully noted down in his journal. It will be found 
that he soon made himself acquainted with the 
savage character, and became expert at dealing 
with these inhabitants of the wilderness. 

From this encampment the party proceeded to 
the mouth of Patterson's Creek, where they re- 
csrossed the river in a canoe, swimming their horses 
as before. More than two weeks were now 
passed by them in the wild mountainous regions 
of Frederick County, and about the south branch 
of the Potomac, surveying lands and laying out 
lots, camped out the greater part of the time, and 
sabsisting on wild turkeys and other game. Each 
one was his own cook ; forked sticks served for 
spits, and chips of wood for dishes. The weather 
was unsettled. At one time their tent was blown 
down ; at another they were driven out of it by 
smoke; now they were drenched with rain, and 
now the straw on which Washington was sleeping 
caught fire, and he was awakened by a compan- 
ion just in time to escape a scorching. 

The only variety to this camp life was a sup- 
per at the house of one Solomon Hedge, Esquire, 
Majesty's justice of the peace, where thera 
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The manner in which he had acquitted himself 
in this arduous expedition, and his accounts of 
the country surveyed, gave great satisfaction to 
■ liord Fairfax, who shortly afterwards moved 
across the Blue Hidge, and took up his residence 
at the place heretofore noted as his " quarters." 
Here he laid out a manor, containing ten thousand 
acres of arable grazing lands, vast meadows, and 
noble forests, and projected a spacious manor house, 
giving to the place the name of Green way Court. 

It was probably through the influence of Lord 
Fairfax that Washington received the appoint- 
ment of public surveyor. This conferred author- 
ity on his surveys, and entitled them to be re- 
corded in the county offices ; and so invariably 
correct have these surveys been found tliat, to this 
day, wherever any of them stand on record, they 
receive implicit credit. 

For three years he continued in this occupation, 
which proved extremely profitable, from the vast 
extent of country to be surveyed and the very 
limited number of public surveyors. It made 
him acquainted, also, with the country, tlie nature 
• of the soil in various parts, and the value of 
localities ; all whicli proved advantageous to him 
in his purchases in after years. Many of the 
finest parts of the Shenandoah Valley are yet 
owned by members of the Washington family. 

While thus employed for months at a time sur- 
' veyiug the lands beyond the Blue Ridge, he wiis 
oflen an inmate of Green way Court. The pro- 
jected manor house was never even commenced. 
On a green knoll overshadowed by trees was a 
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cause of frequent conflicts in the colonies. Im- 
mense regions were still claimed by lK)th nations^ 
and each was now eager to forestall tlie other by 
getting possession of them, and strengthening its 
claim by occupancy. 

The most desirable of these regions lay west 
of the Alleghany Mountains, extending from the 
lakes to the Ohio, and embracing the valley of 
that river and its tributary streams. An im- 
mense territory, possessing a salubrious climate, 
fertile soil, fine hunting and fishing grounds, and 
£icilities by lakes and rivers for a vast internal 
commerce. 

The French claimed all this country quite to 
the Alleghany Mountains by the right of discovery. 
In 1673, Padre Marquette, with his companion, 
Joliet, of Quebec, both subjects of the crown of 
France, had passed down the Mississippi in a 
canoe quite to the Arkansas, thereby, according 
to an alleged maxim in the law of nations, estab- 
lishing the right of tlieir sovereign, not merely to 
the river so discovered and its adjacent lands, but 
to all the country drained by its tributary streams, 
of which the Ohio was one ; a claim, the ramifi- 
cations of which might be spread, like the meshes 
of a web, over half the continent. 

To this illimitable claim the English opposed 
a right derived, at second hand, from a tradition- 
ary Indian conquest. A treaty, they said, had 
been made at Lancaster, in 1741, between com- 
missioners from Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Vir- 
ginia, and the Iroquois, or Six Nations, whereby 
the latter, for four hundred pounds, gave up 
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hiB retainers and a string of pack-Iiorscs, would 
make his way over mountains and through forests 
to the hanks of tlie Oliio, cstuhlish his head-quar- 
ters in some Indian town, and disperse his fol- 
lowers to traffic among the haudtfts, hunting- 
camps and wigwams, exclianging blankets, gaudy 
colored doth, triuketry, i>owder, sliot, and rum, 
for valuable furs and peltry. In this way a lu- 
crative trade with these western tril)es was spring- 
ing up and becoming monopolized by the Penn- 
sylvanians. 

To secure a participation in iliis trade, and to 
gain a footliold in this desirable region, In'came 
now the wi^ of some of the nio^t intelligent 
and enterprising men of Virginia and ]\Iaryland, 
among whom were Lawrence and Augustine 
Washington. With these views they projected 
a scheme, in connection with Jolni Ilanbury, a 
wealthy London merchant, to obtain a grant of 
land from the British government, for the pur 
pose of forming settleinentii or colonies beyond the 
Alleghanies. Government readily countenanced 
a scheme by which French encroachments might 
be forestalled, and prompt and quiet possession 
secured of the great Ohio Valley. An association 
was acconlingly chartered in 1740, by the name 
of "the Ohio Company," and five hundred tliou- 
sand acres of hmd was granted to it wist of the 
Alleghanies, between the jMonong;du'la and Ka- 
nawha rivers, though psirt of the land miglit bo 
taken up north of ihe Ohio, sliould it be deemed 
expedient The Company were to pay no quit- 
rent for ten years ; but tliey were to seled two 
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men ; and that spirit, which was brought iu, has 
ever since continued ; so that, except a few Qua- 
kers, we have no dissenters. But what has been 
the consequence? We liave increased by slow 
degrees, whilst our neighboring colonies, whose 
natural advantages are greatly inferior to ours, 
have become populous." 

Such were the enlightened views of this 
brother of our Washington, to whom tlie latter 
owed much of his moral and mental training. 
The Company proceeded to make preparations 
for their colonizing scheme. Goods were im- 
ported from England suited to the Indian trade, 
or for presents to the chiefs. Rewards were 
promised to veteran warriors and hunters 
among the natives acquainted witli the woods 
and moimtains, for the best route to the Ohio. 
Before the Company had received its charter, 
however, the French were in the field. Early 
in 1749, the Marquis de la Galisonniere, Gov- 
ernor of Canada, dispatched Celeron de Bien- 
ville, an intelligent olficer, at the head of three 
hundred men, to the banks of the Ohio, to make 
peace, as he said, between the tribes that had 
become embroiled with each other during the 
late war, and to renew the French possession 
of the country. Celeron de Bienville distributed 
presents among the Indians, made speeches re- 
minding them of former friendship, and warned 
them not to trade with the Ennjlish. 

He furthermore nailed leaden plates to trees, 
and buried others in the eartli, at the con- 
fluence of the Ohio and its tiibutaries, bearing 
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that neighborhood) who might kill or capture 
him. He crossed the river, attended oidy by a 
iad as a travelling companion and aid, and pro- 
ceeded cautiously down the east side until within 
fifteen miles of the Falls. Here he came upon 
traps newly set, and Indian footprints not a day 
old, and heard the distant report of guns. The 
Btory of Indian hunters then was true. He wtis 
in a dangerous neighborhood. The savages 
might come upon the tracks of his horses, or hear 
the bells put about their necks, when turned 
loose in the wihlerness to graze. 

Abandoning all idea, therefore, of visiting the 
Falls, and contenting himself with the infor- 
mation concerning them which he h.'id received 
from others, he shaped his course on the 18th of 
March for the Cuttawa, or Kentucky River. 
From the top of a mountain in the vicinity he 
had a view to the southwest as far as the eye 
could reach, over a vast woodland country in the 
fresh garniture of spring, and watered by abun- 
dant streams; but as yet only the hunting-ground 
of savage tribes, and the scene of their san£:uin- 
ary combats. In a word, Kentucky lay spread 
out before him in all its wild magnificence, long 
before it was beheld by Daniel Boone. 

For six weeks was this hardy pioneer making 
his toilful way up the valley of the Cuttawa, or 
KentucHy River, to the banks of the Blue Stone ; 
often checked by precipices, and obliged to seek 
fords at the heads of tributary streaujs ; and 
happy when he could find a buffalo path broken 
through the tangled forests, or woru into the 
everlasting rocks. 



■ CAPTAm JONCAIRE. 



w 

^^K tliB Iroqnois, and adopted ialo oqo of their 

^^ftes. Tliis waa iht mukiiijr of liis rurtune. He 

^^Mn grown up among tliem, acquired tlit^ir laii- 

«nitge, uclnptcd liiiiMelf lu ilicir habits, and was 

considered by lliem as oue of ibeinselves. On 

reiuraiug W civilized life h« became n prime in- 

iu the bauds of tlie Cauadian goverii- 

' maiiagiug aud cajoling the Indians 

13 he was an ambaasador lo the Iroquois ; 

B a aiediutor between the jarriug tribes ; 

I ft leader of their warriore when era- 

j the Freiitb. When in 1728 the Del- 

1 Sbawnees migrated to tlie bauka of 

uicaire was iba agent wliu followed 

oiled on theui to consider tbeinselvea 

protection, When the French 

itftcommiuidiijg site Toi' £k pust on Lite 

F lands, near Niagtira, Joucairu was tlis 

He cruved a situation wbai'o 

I put up a wigwam, and dwell anioDg his 

bi^threu. It was granted, of course, 

B he not a son of the tribe — was lie not 

t themselves ? " By degi-ees his wigwam 

1 important trading post; ultimately 

aie Fori Niagara. Tears aud yenrs bad 

; be had grown gi'ay in Indian diploniacy, 

V sent once more to maintain French 

over the valley of tbe Ohio. 

jod at Logstowii accompanieil by ati- 

2^reuebmaii, and forty Iroqnoia warriors. 

semblage of the western tribes, 

ftnd rejoicing, anil tiring of guns, foi 

k Croghun aud Montour the interpreter 



" WHERE f' 



67 



In the mean time, in the face of all these pro- 
tests and menaces, Mr. Gist, under sanction of the 
Yirgioia Legislature, proceeded in the same year 
to survey the lands within the grant of the Ohio 
Oompany, lying on the south side of the Ohio 
Biver, as far down as the great Kanawha. An 
old Delaware sachem, meeting him while thus 
employed, propounded a somewhat puzzling ques- 
tion. " The French," said he, " claim all the land 
on one side of the Ohio, the English claim all the 
land on the other side — now where does the 
Indians' land lie ? " 

)r savages 1 Between their " fathers," the 
and their *< brothers," the English, they 
a fair way of being most lovingly shared 
the whole country. 
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Tnder the instructions of thoHo votiM'tuin, Mount 
uon, from being a quioi rural n'dfiU, whi-m 
shington, thn^e yeai's pro.viou'^ly, hiul iii(hltM| 

ditti(is to his "lowhnul bi»aufy/* war* NuihhMily 
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IrnDsfurmed into a Bchixil orarms, as lie practiced 
the mnnual exercise wttli Ailjulmit Muse, or took 
leseous DO the broadswoi\i from Vuii Bniam. 

Hia martial studies, however, were interrupted 
for a time by the criticnl slnte of his brother^ 
liealth. The conslimlion of Lawrence had always 
been delicate, aud he had been obliged repeatedly 
to travel for a change of air. There were now 
pulmonary symptoms of a threalening nature, and 
by advice of hia physicians lie determined to pafla 
a wiuter iu the West Indies, taking with him his 
favorite brother Greorge aa a comjianifiti. 

They accoi'dingly sailed for Harb3:doea on the 
28th of September, 1751. Gltorge kept a journal 
of the voyage wilh logbook brevity , recording 
the wind and weather, but no events worth cita- 
tion. They landed at Barbadoes oti the 3<1 of 
November, The resident piiysician of the ploM 
gave a favorable report of Lawrence's case, aiid 
held out hopes of a cnre. The brothers were 
delighted with the HSpect of the country, as they 
drove out in the coo] of the evening, and beheld 
on all sides delds of sugar cane and Indian coru, 
and groves of tropical trees, in full fruit and foli- 
age. 

They took up their nbode at a house pleasantly 

situated almut a mile from town, commanding an 

estensive pnispeet of *ea and land, including Car- 

'v|e Bay and its shipping, and belonging lo Cap- 

■■%n, commandei' of Jiimes Fort. 

"M had its theatre, at which Washing- 

ud for the first time a dramatic repre- 

d species of amusement of which he 
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afterwards became fond. It was in the present 
instance the doleful tragedy of George Barnwell. 
" The character of Barnwell, and several others/' 
notes he in his journal, " wer^ said to be well 
performed. There was music adapted and regu- 
larly conducted.*' A safe but abstemious criticism. 

Among the hospitalities of the place the broth- 
ers were invited to the house of a Judge May- 
nards, to dine with an association of the first 
people of the place, who met at each other's house 
alternately every Saturday, under the incontes- 
tably English title of " The Beefsteak and Tripe 
Club." Washington notes with admiration the 
profusion of tropical fruits with which the table 
was loaded, '' the granadilla, sapadella, pomegran- 
ate, sweet orange, water-lemon, forbidden fruit, 
and guava." The homely prosaic beefsteak and 
tripe must have contrasted strangely, though stur- 
dily, with these magnificent poetical fruits of the 
tropics. But John Bull is faithful to hi» native 
habits and native dishes, whatever may be the 
country or clime, and would set up a chop-house 
at the very gates of paradise. 

The brothers had scarcely been a fortnight at 
the island. when George was taken down by a 
severe attack of small-pox. Skillful medical 
treatment, with the kind attentions of friends, and 
especially of his brother, restored him to health 
in about three weeks ; but his face always re- 
mained slightly marked. 

After his recovery he made excursions about the 
island, noticing its soil, productions, fortifications, 
public works, and the manners of its inhabitants. 
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indeed nasten back, and just reached Mount 
Vernon in time to die under his own roof, sur- 
rounded by his family and friends, and attended 
in his last moments by that brother on whose 
manly affection his heart seemed to repose. His 
death took place on the 26th July, 1752, when 
but thirty-four years of age. He was a noble- 
«pi<Pited, pure-minded, accomplished gentleman ; 
honored by the public, and beloved by his friends. 
The paternal care ever manifested by him for hia 
youthful brother, Greorge, and the influence hia 
own character and conduct must have had upon him 
in his ductile years, should link their memories 
together in history, and endear the name of Law- 
rence Washington to every American. 

Lawrence left a wife and an infant daughter 

to inherit his ample estates. In case his daughter 

should die without issue, the estate of Mount 

Vernon, and other lands specified in his will, were 

to be enjoyed by her mother during her lifetime, 

and at her death to be inherited by his brother 

George. The latter was appointed one of the 

executors of the will ; but such was the implicit 

'^dence reposed in his judgment and integrity, 

although he was but twenty years of age, 

nanagement of the affairs of the deceased 

oon devolved upon him almost entirely. It 

;edless to say that they were managed with 

.ammate skill and scrupulous fidelity. 
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I HE meeting of the Ohio tribes, Dela wares, 
Shawiiecfl, and Mingoes, to form a treaty 
of alliance with Virginia, took place at 
LogstowD, at the appointed time. The ciiiefs of 
the Six Nations declined to attend. *' It is not 
our custom," said they proudly, " to meet to treat 
of afikirs in the woods and weeds. If the Grov- 
emor of Virginia wants to speak with us, and de- 
liver U8 a present from our father (the king), we 
will meet him at Albany, where we expect the 
Ciovemor of New York will be present." ^ 

At Logstown, Colonel Fry and two other com- 
miflBioners from Virginia concluded a treaty with 
the tribes above named, by whicii the latter en- 

1 Letter of Col. Johnson to Gov. Clinton, Doc. Ilisi. N. 7 
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gaged DOt to molest any English settlers soath 
of the Ohio. Tanacharisson, the half-king, now 
advised that his brothers of Virginia should build 
a strong house at the fork of tlie Monongahela, 
to resist the designs of the French. Mr. Gist 
was accordingly instructed to lay out a town and 
build a fort at Chartier's Creek, on the east side 
of the Ohio, a little below tlie site of the present 
city of Pittsburg. He commenced a settlement, 
also, in a valley just beyond Laurel Hill, not far 
from the Youghiogheny, and prevailed on eleven 
families to join him. The Ohio Company, about 
the same time, established a trading post, well 
stocked with English goocls, at Wills' Creek (now 
the town of Cumberland). 

The Ohio tribes were greatly incensed at the 
aggressions of the French, who were erecting 
posts within their territories, and sent deputations 
to remonstrate, but without effect. The half- 
king, as chief of the western tribes, repaired to 
the French post on Lake Erie, where he made 
his complaint in person. 

•* Fathers,** said he, " you are the disturbers 
of this land by building towns, and taking the 
Qonntrj from us by fraud and force. We kindled 
a fire* a long time ago at Montreal, where we de- 
sired 7011 to stay and not to come and intrude 
open our land. . I now advise you to return to 
tbat plaoe, for this land is ours. 

^If yon had oome in a peaceable manner, 

^ our brothers the English, we should have 

led with you as we do with them; but that 

, Bhoald oome and build houses on our land. 
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and take it by ioroe, is what we cannot sabmit to 
Both yoo and the English are white. We live 
in a coantTjf between you both ; the land belongs 
to neither of jou. The Great Being allutted it 
lo US aa a residence. So, fathers. I desire you, a.s 
I have desired our brothers the English, to with* 
draw, for I will keep yoo both at arrays leogtli. 
Whichever moat regards this request, that side 
will we stand by and consider friends. Our 
hfothers the English have heard thiis and I now 
eome to tell it to you, for I am not afraid to order 
yon off this land." 

■^ Child," replied the French commandant, " you 
talk fiioliahly. Yon say this land belongs to you ; 
there ia not the black of my nail yours. It is 
By land, and I will have it, let who will stand 
up against me. I am not afraid of flies and mos- 
qmloeB^ for as such I consider the Indians. I tell 
yoa tint down the river I will go, and build 
■poB it. If it were blocked up I have forces 
■nffieient to borst it open and trample down all 
who oppose me. My force is as the sand upon 
the aea-fihore. Therefore here is your wampum ; 
I fling it at yoo." 

TanarJiarisBon returued, wounded at heart, both 
by the language and the haughty manner of the 
Frandi ooomiandant. He saw the ruin iuipen- 
fing over his race, but looked with ho[)e and trust 
la the English as the power least disposed to 
wvDDg the red man. 

influence was successful in other quar- 
of the Indians who had been friendly 
to tho Knglish showed signs of alienation. Others 
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of the town. The whole aspect of affairs was 
80 threatenlDg on the frontier, that Trent lost 
heart, and returned home without accomplishing 
his errand. 

Grovemor Dinwiddie now looked round for a 
person more fitted to fulfill a mission which re* 
quired physical strength and moral energy, a 
oonrage lo cope with savages, and a sagacity to 
negotiate with white men. Washington was 
pointed oat as possessed of those requisites. It 
b true he was not yet twenty-two years of age, 
but public confidence in his judgment and abili- 
ties had been manifested a second time, by re- 
newing his appointment of adjutant-general, and 
assigning him the northern division. He was 
acquainted too with the matters in litigation, 
having been in the bosom councils of his deceased 
brother. His woodland experience fitted him for 
an expedition through the wilderness, and his 
great discretion and self-command for a negotia- 
tion with wily commanders and fickle savages. 
He was accordingly chosen for the expedition. 

By his letter of instructions he was directed 
to repair to Logstown, and hold a communication 
with Tanacharisson, Mouacatoociia, alias Scaroo- 
yadi, the next in command, and the other sachems 
of the mixed tribes friendly to the English, in- 
form them of the purport of his errand, and re- 
quest an escort to tlie head-quarters of the 
French commander. To that commander he was 
to deliver his credentials, and the letter of Gov- 
ernor Dinwiddie, and demand an answer in the 
name of Hb Britannic Majesty ; but not to wait 
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for it beyoDd a week. On receiving \U he was 
lo request a sulficient escort to protect him on his 
return. 

lie was, moreover, to acquaint himself with 
the numbers and force of the French stationed 
on the Ohio and in its vicinity ; their capability 
of bt^iug reinforce<l from Cunada ; the forts they 
had erected ; where situated, how gaprisoned ; 
the object of their advancing into those parts, 
anti liow they were likely to be supported. 

\V;ishinsrton set otf Imni TVillianisbui^ on the 
80th of October (1753), the very day on which 
he recviviHi his oreilcniials. At Fredericksburg 
he en«iH^\i his old •* nuisier of fence," Jacob Van 
Braani, to aoci'»nipany him :is interpreter ; though 
it would appear fi\)iu sulisequeut circumstances, 
that the veterun swonlsnian was but indifferently 
verseii either in French or Englbh. 

Having provided himself at Alexandria with 
necessaries for the journey, he proceeded to Win- 
chester, then on the frontier, where he procured 
horses, tent&, and other travelling equipments, 
and then pushed on b}- a road newly opened to 
Will's Creek (town of Cumlvrlaud), where he 
arrived on the 14th of November. 

Here he met with Mr. Gist, the intrepid pio- 
neer, who had expK>red the Ohio in the employ 
of the Company, and wljom he engaj:red to accom- 
pany and pilot him in the prt^sent expedition. He 
•ecurod the services also of one John Davidson 
M Indian interpn^ter, and of four frontiersmen, 
two of whom were Indian traders. With this 
Iwit bandirand his swordsman and interpreter. 
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Jacob Van Braam, he set forth on the 15th of 
November, through a wild country rendered 
almost impassable by recent storms of rain and 
8now. 

At the mouth of Turtle Creek, on the Monon- 
gahela, he found John Frazier, the Indian trader, 
some of whose people, as heretofore stated, had 
been sent off prisoners to Canada. Frazier him- 
self had recently been ejected by the French 
from the Indian village of Venango, where he 
had a gunsmith's establishment. According to 
his account the French general who had com- 
manded on this frontier was dead, and the greater 
part of the forces were retired into winter quar- 
ters. 

As the rivers were all swollen so that the 
horses had to swim them, Washington sent all 
the baggage down the Monongahela in a canoe 
under care of two of the men, who had orders to 
meet him at the confluence of that river with the 
Alleghany, where their united waters form the 
Ohio. 

" As I got down before the canoe," writes he 
in his journal, " I spent some time in viewing the 
rivers, and the land at the Fork, which I think 
extremely well situated for a fort, as it has the 
ftbsolnte oonmiand of both rivers. The land at 
the point is twenty or twenty-five feet above the 
common sur&ce of the water, and a considerable 
bottom of flat, well timbered land all around it, 
▼wry convenient for building. The rivers are 
each B quarter of a mile or more across, and run 
here Tery nearly at right angles ; Alleghany bear* 

TCNU I. 6 
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of dvilized life. He soon found that to urge a 
more ipeedj departure would be offensive to In- 
dian dignity and decorum, so he was fuin to await 
the gathering together of the different chiefs with 
their speecli-belts. 

In &ct there was some reason for all this caution. 
Tidings had reached the sachems that Captain 
Joncaire had called a meeting at Venango, of tlio 
^^g^ooS) Delawares, and other tribes, and made 
them a speech, informing them tliat tlie French, 
for the present, had gone into winter quarters, 
but intended to descend the river in great force, 
and fight the English in the spring. lie had 
advised them, therefore, to st^md aloof, for sliould 
they interfere, the Frencli and English would 
join, cat them all off, and divide their land be- 
tween them. 

With these rumors preying on their minds, the 
half-king and three otlier chiefs waited on Wash- 
ington in his tent in the evening, and after rep- 
resenting that thej had complied with all the 
requisitions of the Governor of Virginia, endea- 
vored to draw from the youthful ambassador the 
true purport of his mission to the French com- 
mandant. Washington had anticipated an in- 
quiry of the kind, knowing how natural it was 
that these poor people should rogixrd with anx- 
iety and distrust every movement of two formid- 
able powers thus pressing upon them fl*om oppo- 
site sides ; he managed, however, to answer ttieni 
in such a manner as to allay their solicitude with- 
out transcending the bounds of diplomatic se- 
crecy. 
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for An ftiiswor to the letter of which he was 
bonror, 

III tlio monn time, he invited Washington 
lii» jmrty to a supper at liead-qnHrters. It pro 
II jf»viiil one, for Joncaire appears to have b 
MiiiH^whiit of n boon companion, and there 
lilwnyH ntiul/ though rough hospitality in 
vviM«rn(V(M. It is true, Washington, for so yoi 
II iniiii, may not have had the most convivial 
but tlitire nmy have been a moist look of pron 
ill lliti old soldier Van Hniam. 

•loiieain^ and his brother otRcers pushed 

iMiCthi briskly. "The wine,*' says Washingi 

••mm \\wy dosotl themselves pn^tty plentifully i,> 

fr. ixtHUi ItuninhiHi the rt\*<traint which at first 

IHUtrtuI ill their i\invei*sation, and gsive a lice 

(II (iic>ir rt»nj^iu«8 to ix'veal their sentiments m 

litu«l,v. They told me that it was their absol 

\\%^H\^\\ Co tako piK^sKV'ision of the Ohio, and 

C5 "-tluiv WiMild do it; tor that although t 

W««lt» fii>n9iildo the Knglish ivuld niii^e two i 

/c*r llirir 4»iu\ vet thev know their motions w 

l(Ni i«low tiiul liihitorv to pivvoui any uiulenak 

Tlioy |il*««ttMul fo bttve rtu unlvundod right to 

rlvnr fiHMu n tlisiwerv made by vnie La S 

•i«tjr y«*iin« «j*\^ mul the rise ot" lhl< oxpedi 

!•• U$ |inivviit «i|ir s^ntUng ou the nvor or the 

-^••*» ^A it, iiH thov hearvl ot* some UirlVvs ir.o 

"^ <ifv '/riU)r llu>rtMiO 

^^*tCi<>ll n*liUtuH\ hi* <obvlo'.v ciUvi V.is 
••^•Khiiul ttW the t\Mo*.v.«- ■-.uv .iv.A 
*^»#r«'Hk t>r the m^iv- ^- i'^ ^'^^•'•■ 
lit' vUn\^i»? liwi^^ -' '^^ * " 
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of fence, Van Bracim, who was not a man to 
flinch from potations. He took careful note, 
however, of all their revelations, and collected 
a variety of information concerning the French 
forces ; how and where they were distributed ; 
the sitaations and distances of their forts, and 
their means and mode of obtaining supplies. If 
the veteran, diplomatist of the wilderness had in- 
tended this revel for a snare, he was completely 
foiled by his youthful competitor. 

On the following day there was no travelling 
on account of excessive rain. Joncaire, in the 
mean time, having discovered that the half-king 
was with the mission, expressed his surprise that 
he had not accompanied it to his quarters, on the 
preceding day. Washington, in truth, had feared 
to trust the sachem within the reach of the pol- 
itic Frenchman. Nothing would do now but 
Joncaire must have the sachems at liead-quarters. 
Here his diplomacy was triumphant. He re- 
ceived them with open arms. He was enrap- 
tured to see them. His Indian brothers ! How 
could they be so near without coming to visit 
him ? He made them presents ; but, above all, 
plied them so potently with liquor, that the poor 
half-king, Jeskakake, and Wliite Thunder forgot 
all about their wrongs, their speeches, their 
ppeech-belts, and all the business they had come 
upon ; paid no heed to the cautions of their Eng- 
lish friends, and were soon in a complete state of 
frantic extravagance or drunken oblivion. 

The next day the half-king made his appear- 
ance at Washington's tent, perfectly sober and 
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Having announced his errand through his in- 
terpreter, Van Braam, Washington offered his cre- 
dentials and the letter of Grovernor Dinwiddie, 
and was disposed to proceed at ouoe to business 
with the prompt frankness of a young man uii> 
hackneyetl in diplomacy. The chevalier, how 
ever, politely requested him to retain the docu- 
ments in his possession until his predecessor. 
Captain Reparti, should arrive, who was hourly 
expected from the next post. 

At two o'clock the captani arrived. The let- 
ter and its accompanying documents were then 
offered again, and received in due form, and the 
chevalier and his officers retired with them into a 
private apartment, where the captain, who under- 
stood a little English, officiated as translator. 
The translation being finished, Washington was 
requested to walk in and bring his translator Van 
Braam, with him, to peruse and correct it, which 
he did. 

In this letter, Dinwiddie complained of the in- 
trusion of French forces into the Ohio country, 
erecting forts and making settlements in the wes- 
tern parts of the colony of Virginia, so notori- 
>a8ly known to be the property of the crown of 
reat Britain. He inquired by whose authority 
id instructions the French Commander-general 
id marched this force from Canadii, and made 
lb iDTBakm; intimating that his own action 
■dd be regulated by the answer he should re- 
9^ and the tenor of the commission with 
i| he was honored. At the same time he re- 
1 of the ooramandant his peaceable depar- 
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hire, and that he woald forbear to prosecute tk 
purpose *^ so iuterruptive of the harmony and good 
understauding which His Majesty was^ desirous to 
continue and cultivate witl) the most catholic 
king." 

The latter part of the letter related to the 
youthful envoy. " I persuade myself you will re- 
ceive and entertain Major Wasliiiigtoii with the 
candor and politeness natural to your nation, and 
it will give me the greatest satisfaction if you can 
return him with an answer suitable to my wishes 
for a long and lasting peace between us/' 

The two following days were consumed in 
councils of the chevalier and his olHcers over the 
letter and the necessary reply. Washington oc- 
cupied himself in the mean time in observing and 
taking notes of the phui, dimensions, and strength 
of the fort, and of everything about it. He gave 
orders to his people, also, to take an exact ac- 
count of the canoes in readitiess, and others in tlio 
process of construction, for the conveyance of 
troops down the river in the ensuing spring. 

As the weather continued stormy, with much 
snow, and the horses were daily losing strength, 
he sent them down, unladen, to Venango, to await 
his return by water. In the mean time, he dis- 
covered that busy intrigues were going on to in- 
daoe the half-king and the other sachems to aban- 
don him, and renounce all friendship with the 
Snglish. Upon learning tliis, he urged the chiefs 
to deliver up their '* speech-belts " immediately, 
as they had promised, thereby shaking off all de- 
pendence upon the French. They accordingly 
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pressed for an audience that very evening. A 
private one was at length granted them by the 
commander, in presence of one or two of his offi- 
cers. Tlie half-king reported the result of it to 
Washington. The venerable but astute chevalier 
cautiously evaded the acceptance of the proffered 
wampum ; made many professions of love and 
friendship, and said he wished to live in peace and 
trade amicably with the tribes of the Ohio, in 
proof of which he would send down some goods 
immediately for them to Logstown. 

As Washington understood, privately, that an 
officer was to accompany the man employed to 
convey these goods, he suspected that the real de- 
sign was to arrest and bring off all straggling 
English traders they might meet with. What 
strengthened this opinion was a frank avowal 
which had been made to him by the chevalier, 
that he had orders to capture every British sub- 
ject who should attempt to trade upon the Ohio 
or its waters. 

Captain Reparti, also, in reply to his inquiry 
as to what had been done with two Pennsylva- 
nia traders, who had been taken with all their 
goods, informed him that they had been sent to 
Canada, but liad since returned home. He had 
stated, furthermore, that during the time he held 
command, a white boy had been carried captive 
past the fort by a party of Indians, who had with 
them, also, two or three white men*s scalps. 

All these circumstances showed him the mis- 
chief that was brewing in these parts, and the 
Ireachery and violence that pervaded the frontier, 
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and made him the more solicitous to accomplish 
his mission successfuily, and coiidiict his little baud 
iu safety out of a wilj iieigliborhooil. 

On the evening of the 14lh, tlic Chevalier de 
St. Pierre delivered to Washington his sealed re- 
ply to the letter of Governor Dinwiddie. The 
purport of previous conversations with the chev- 
alier, and the whole complexion of affairs on the 
frontier, left no doubt of the nature of that reply. 

The business of his mission being accomplished, 
Washington prepared on the loth to return by 
water to Venango ; but a secret influence wtis at 
work which retarded every movement. 

"The commandant," writes he, "ordered a 
plentiful store of liquor and provisions to be put 
on board our canoes, and appeared to be ex- 
tremely complaisant, though he was exerting 
every artifice which he could invent to set our 
Indians at variance with us, to prevent their go- 
ing until after our departure — presents, rewards, 
and everything whidi could be suggested by him 
or his officers. I cannot say that ever in my life 
I Bufiered so much anxiety as I did in this affair. 
I saw that every stratagem wiiich the most fruit- 
ful bnun could invent was practiced to win tlio 
half-king to their interest, and that leaving him 
there was giving them the opportunity tliey aimed 
At. I went to the half-king, and pressed him in 
the strongest terms to go ; he told me that the 
commandant would not discharge him until tiio 
mominc:. I then went to the commandant and 
desired him to do their business, and com[)lained 
to him of ill treatment ; for, keeping them, as they 
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Return from Venango. — A Tramp on Foot. — Murdering 
Town. — The Indian Guide. — Treachery. — An Anxious 
Klght. — Perils on the Alleghany River. -- Queen Aliquippa. 
— The old Watch-coat. — Return across the Blue Ridge. 

[N the 25th of December, Washington 
and his little party set out by land 
from Venango on their route homeward. 
They had a long winter's journey before them, 
through a wilderness beset with dangers and dif- 
ficulties. The pack-horses, laden with tents, bag- 
gage, and provisions, were completely jaded ; it 
was feared they would give out. Washington 
dismounted, gave up his saddle-horse to aid in 
tninsporting the baggage, and requested his com- 
IHihiouM to do tiie same. None but the drivers 
^mained in the saddle. He now equipped him- 
If in MX Indian hunting-dress, and with Van 
rHHin, Gist, and John Davidson, the Indian in- 
rpretor, pnx^eeded on foot. 
The cold increased. There was deep snow 
4hiit fi'oze as it fell. The horses grew less and 
capable of travelling. For three days they 
led on slowly and wearily. Washington was 
Atient to accomplish his journey, and make 
"Sport to the governor ; he determined, there- 
to batten some distauoe in advance of the 
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partj, and then strike for the Fork of the Ohio 
by the Dearest course directly through the woods. 
He accordingly put tlie cavalciide under the com- 
mand of Van Braam, and furnished him with 
money for expenses ; then diseucurobering him- 
self of all superfluous clothing, buckling himself 
np in a watch-coat, strapping his pack on his 
shoulders, containing his papers and provisions, 
and taking gun in hand, he left the horses to 
flounder on, and struck manfully ahead, accompa- 
nied only by Mr. Gist, who had equipped himself 
in. like manner. 

At night they lit a fire, and *' camped " by it 
in the woods. At two o'clock in the morning 
they were again on foot, and pressed forward 
until they struck the southeast fork of Beaver 
Creek, at a place bearing the sinister name of 
Murdering Town — probably the scene of some 
Indian massacre. 

Here Washington, in planning his route, had 
intended to leave the regular path, and strike 
through the woods for Shannopins Town, two or 
three miles above the Fork of the Ohio, where he 
hoped to be able to cross the Alleghany River on 
the ioe. 

At Murdering Town he found a party of In- 
dians, who appeared to have known of his coming, 
and to have been waiting for him. One of them 
aooosted Mr. Gist, and expressed great joy at 
feeing him. The wary woodsman regarded him 
oarrowly, and thought he had seen him at Jon- 
eaire's. If so, he and his comrades were in the 
French interest, and their lying in wait boded no 






Litepntf 



"t"t"«" 




FALSE ECONOMY. 121 

trne the regular officers were obliged to furnish 
their own table, but their superior pay enabled 
them to do it luxuriously ; whereas the provin- 
cials were obliged to do hard duty on salt provis- 
ions and water. The provincial officers resented 
this inferiority of pay as an indignity, and de- 
clared that nothing prevented them from throw- 
ing up their commissions but unwillingness to 
recede before approaching danger. 

Washington shared deeply this feeling. ** Let 
him serve voluntarily, and he would with the 
greatest pleasure in life devote his services to the 
expedition — but to be slaving through woods, 
rocks, and mountains, for the shadow of pay — *' 
writes he, " I would rather toil like a day laborer 
for a maintenance, if reduced to the necessity, 
than serve on such ignoble terms." Parity of 
pay was indispensable to the dignity of the service. 

Other instances of false economy were pointed 
out by him, forming so many drags upon the ex- 
pedition that he quite despaired of success. " Be 
the consequence what it will, however," adds he, 
'' I am determined not to leave the regiment, but 
to bo among the last men that leave the Ohio ; 
even if I serve as a private volunteer, which I 
greatly prefer to the establishment we are upon. 
.... I have a constitution hardy enough to 
eocounter and undergo the most severe trials, and 
I flatter myself resolution to face what any man 
dares, as shall be proved when it comes to the 
test." 

And in a letter to his friend Colonel Fairfax — 
•* For my own part," writes he, "it is a matter 
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Bcalps of the Frenchmen slain in the late skir- 
mish, accompanied by black wampum and hatchets, 
to all his allies, summoning them to take up arms 
and join him at Redstone Creek, " for their 
brothers, the English, had now begun in earnest." 
It is said he would even have sent the scalps of 
the prisoners had not Washington interfered.^ 
He went off for his home, promising to send down 
the river for all the Mingoes and Shawnees, and to 
be back at the camp on the 30th, with thirty or 
forty warriors, accompanied by their wives and 
diildren. To assist him in the transportation of 
his people and their effects thirty men were de- 
taohedy and twenty horses. 

** I fihall expect every hour to be attacked," 

writes Washington to Governor Dinwiddie, on 

tlie SOth, *' and by unequal numbei*s, which I 

must withstand, if there are five to one, for I 

fi»r the consequence will be that we shall lose 

the Indians if we suffer ourselves to be driven 

hiick. Your honor may depend I will not be 

»urprk«il, let them come at what hour they will, 

«iKi thb is as much as I can promise ; but my 

bttM eudeavors shall not be wanting to effect more. 

I tlonbl not, if you hear I am beaten, but you 

will liewr nt the same time that we have done our 

duty in AghtiQg as long as there is a shadow of 

rtui fnot it, thai Washington was in a high 

'^ inlVitnry excitemeut. He was a young 

^W*ii» ; limil \)K}ic\\ for the first time in action, and 

^^)»imX\A. The letters we have already 

^•Mi VlrglnU. LiMdim Mag, 1754. 
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qnoted show, in some degree, the fervor of hia 
mind, and his readiness to brave the worst ; but 
a short letter, written to one of his brothers, ov 
the 31st, lays open the recesses of his heart. 

"We expect every hour to be attacked by 
superior force ; but if they forbear but one day 

longer we shall be prepared for thein We 

have already got intrenchments, and are about a 
palisade, which, I hope, will be finished to-day. 
The Mingoes have struck the French, and, I 
hope, will give a good blow before they have 
done. I expect forty odd of them here to-night, 
which, with our fort, and som5 reinforcements 
from Colonel Fry, will enable us to exert our 
noble courage with spirit." 

Alluding in a postscript to the late affair, he 
adds : " I fortunately escaped without any wound ; 
for the right wing, wliere I stood, was exposed to, 
and received all the enemy's fire ; and it was the 
part where the man was killed and the rest 
wounded. I heard the bullets whistle andy believe me, 
there is something charming in the sound" 

This rodomontade, as Henry Walpole terms it, 
reached the ears of George II. " He would not 
say 80," observed the king, dryly, "if he had 
l)een used to hear many." ^ 

1 This anecdote has hitherto rested on the authority of 
Horace Walpole, who gives it in his memoirs of George II., 
and in his correspondence. He cites the rodomontade as con- 
tained in the express dispatched by Washington, whom he 
pronounces a "brave braggart." As no dispatch of Wash- 
'ngton contains any rodomontade of the kind, as it is quite 
fit variance with the general tenor of his character, and aa 
Horace Walpole is well known to have been a *' great gossip 
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his men marched out of their forlorn fortress with 
the honors of war, bearing with them their regi- 
mental colors, but leaving behind a large flag, 
too cumbrous to be transported. Scarcely had 
they begun their march, however, when, in de- 
fiance of the terms of capitulation, they were be- 
set by a large body of Indians, allies to the 
Frencli, who began plundering the baggage, and 
committing other irregularities. Seeing that the 
French did not, or could not, prevent them, and 
that all the baggage which could not be trans- 
ported on the shoulders of his troops would fall 
into the hands of these savages, Washington or- 
dered it to be destroyed, as well as the artillery, 
gunpowder, and other military stores. All this 
detained him until ten o'clock, when he set out 
on his melancholy march. He had not proceeded 
above a mile when two or three of the wounded 
men were reported to be missing. He imme- 
diately detached a few men back in quest of 
them, and continued on until three miles from 
Fort Necessity, where he encamped for the night, 
and was rejoined by the stragglers. 

In this affair, out of the Virginia regiment, 
consisting of three hundred and* five men, officers 
included, twelve had been killed, and forty-three 
wounded. The number killed and wounded in 
Captain Mackay's company is not known. The 
loss of the Fiench and Indians is supposed to 
have been much greater. 

In the following days' march the troops seemed 
jaded and disheartened ; they were encumbered 
and delayed by the wounded; provisions were 

VOL. I. 10 
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agency, and was allowed money from time to 
time for the maintenance of Indian allies. By 
the by, Washington, in his letter to William Fair- 
fax, expressed . himself much disappointed in 
Croghan and Montour, who proved, he said, to 
be great pretenders, and by vainly boasting of 
their interest with the Indians, involved the coun- 
try in great calamity, causing dependence to be 
placed were there was none." ^ For, with all 
their boast, they never could induce above thirty 
fighting men to join the camp, and not more than 
half of those rendered any service. 

As to the half-king, he expressed himself per- 
fectly disgusted with the white man's mode of 
warfare. The French, he said, were cowards; 
the English, fools. Washington was a good man^ 
but wanted experience : he would not take advice 
of the Indians, and was always driving them to 
fight according to his own notions. For this 
reason he (the half-king) had carried off his wife 
and children to a place of safety. 

After a time the chieftain fell dangerously ill, 
and a conjurer or "medicine man" was sum- 
moned to inquire into the cause or nature of his 
malady. He gave it as his opinion that the 
French had bewitched him, in revenge for the 
great blow he had struck them in the affair of 
Jumonville ; for the Indians gave him the whole 
credit of that success, he liaving sent round the 
French scalps as trophies. In the opinion of the 
conjurer all the friends of the chieftain con- 
curred, and on his death, which took place shortly 

1 Letter to W. Fairfax, Aug. 11th, 1754. 
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ifbich, if traly translated, would in all probability have caused 
the capitulation to be sent back instantly to the French com- 
mander. On the contrary, they declared it had been trans- 
lated to them by Van Braam the death of De Jumonville. 

M. de Yilliers, in his account of this transaction to the 
French government, avails himself of these passages in the 
capitulation to cast a slur on the conduct of Washington. 
He says, " We made the English consent to sign that they 
had assassinated my brother in his camp.*' — " We caused 
them to abandon the lands belonging to the king.— We 
obliged them to leave their cannon, which consisted of nine 
pieces," etc. He further adds: "The English, struck with 
panic, took to flight, and left their flag and one of their 
colors." We have shown that the flag lefl was the unwieldy 
one belonging to the fort, too cumbrous to be transported by 
troops who could not carry their own necessary baggage. 
The regimental colors, as honorable symbols, were scrupu- 
lously carried off by Washington, and retained by him in 
after years. 

M. de Yilliers adds another incident intended to degrade his 
enemy. He says, " One of my Indians took ten Englishmen, 
whom he brought to me, and whom I sent back by another." 
These, doubtless, were the men detached by Washington in 
quest of the wounded loiterers; and who, understanding nei- 
ther French nor Indian, found a difficulty in explaining their 
peaceful errand. That they were captured by the Indian 
seems too much of a gasconade. 

The public opinion at the time was that Van Braam had 
been suborned by De Villiers to soften the offensive articles 
of the capitulation in translating them, so that they should 
not wound the pride nor awaken the scruples of Washington 
and his officers, yet should stand on record against them. It 
is not probable that a French officer of De Villiers* rank 
would practice^uch a base perfidy, nor does the subsequent 
treatment experienced by Van Braam from the French cor- 
roborate the charge. It is more than probable the inaccuracy 
of translation originated in his ignorance of the precise weight 
jmd value of words in the two languages, neither of which 
was native to him, and between which he was the blu»H<"» ng 
•gRLl of exchange. 
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means lo send a letter secretly by an Indian, 
dated July 28, and directed to the commander 
of the English troops. It was accompanied by 
a plan of the fort. " There are two hundred 
men here," writes he, " and two hundred ex- 
pected ; the rest have gone off in detachments 
to the amount of one thousand, besides Indians. 
None lodge in the fort but Contrecceur and the 
guard, consisting of forty men and five officers ; 
the rest lodge in biirk cabins around the fort. 
The Indians have access day and night, and come 
and go when they please. If one hundred trusty 
Shawnees, Mingoes, and Delawares were picked 
out, they might surprise the fort, lodging them- 
selves under the palisades by day, and at night 
secure the guard with their tomahawks, shut the 
sally-gate, and the fort is ours." 

One part of Stobo's letter breathes a loyal and 
generous spirit of self-devotion. Alluding to the 
danger in which he and Van Braam, his fellow- 
hostage, might be involved, he says, " Consider 
the good of the expedition without regard to us. 
When we engaged to serve the country it was 
expected we were to do it with our lives. For 
my part, I would die a hundred deaths to have 
ihe pleasure of possessing this fort but one day. 
They are so vain of their success at the Meadows 
it is worse than death to hear thenL Haste to 
strike." 1 

The Indian messenger carried the letter to 
Aughquick and delivered it into the hands of 
George Croghan. The Indian chiefs who. were 

1 Hazard's RegUter of Penn. iv. 329. 
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oondition, destitute of almost everything. Such 
are a few of the cogent reasons urged by Wash- 
ington in a letter to his friend William Fairfax, 
then in the House of Burgesses, which no doubt 
was shown to Governor Dinwiddle, and probably 
had an effect in causing the rash project to be 
abandoned. 

The governor in truth, was sorely perplexed 
about this time by contradictions and cross-pur- 
poses, both in military and civil affairs. A body 
of three hundred and fifty North Carolinian 
troops had been enlisted at high pay, and were 
to form the chief reinforcement of Colonel Innes 
at Wills' Creek. By the time they reached Win- 
chester, however, the provincial military chest 
was exhausted, and future pay seemed uncertain ; 
whereupon they refused to serve any longer, dis- 
banded themselves tumultuousJy, and set off for 
their homes without taking leave. 

The governor found the House of Burgesses 
equally unmanageable. His demands for supplies 
were resisted on what he considered presumptuous 
pretexts ; or granted sparingly, under mortifying 
restrictions. His high Tory notions were out- 
raged by such republican conduct. "There ap- 
pear to me," said he, " an infatuation in all the 
assemblies in this part of the world." In a letter 
to the Board of Trade he declared that the only 
way effectually to check the progress of the French, 
would be an act of parliament requiring the col- 
onies to contribute to the common cause, indepen- 
dently/ of assemblies ; and in another, to the Sec- 
retary of State, he urged the policy of compel- 
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escape, he came forth from his hiding-place, and 
surrendered himself, invoking his clemency. He 
was remanded to prison, but experienced no ad- 
ditional severity. He was subsequently shipped 
by the governor from Quebec to England, and 
never returned to Virginia. It is this treatment 
of Van Braam, more than anything else, which 
convinces us that the suspicion of his being in 
collusion with the French in regard to the mis- 
interpretation of the articles of capitulation, was 
groundless. He was simply a blunderer. 
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brilliaut on parade, was a constant obstacle to alert 
action in the wilderness.^ 

Braddock was to lead in person the grand en- 
terprise of the campaign, that destined for the 
frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania; it was 
the enterprise in which Washington became en- 
listed, and, therefore, claims our especial attention. 
Prior to the arrival of Braddock, came out from 
England Lieutenant-colonel Sir Jolin St. Clair, 
jputy quartermaster-general, eager to make him- 
acquainted with the field of operations. He 
|e a tour of inspection, in company with Gov- 
>r Sharpe, of Maryland, and appeal's to havo 
dismayed at sight of the impracticable wiL 

[Horace Walpole, in his letters, relates some anecdotes of 
Idock, which give a familiar picture of him in the fashion- 
life in which he had mingled in London, and are of value, 
»tting us into the private character of a mnn whose name 
be(X>nie proverbial in American history. " Braddock," 
Walpole, " is a very Iroquois in disposition. He had a 
Bter, who, having gamed away all her little fortune at Bath, 
iged herself with a truly English deliberation, leaving a 
lote on the table with these lines: ' To die is landing on some 
fiilent ahore,* etc. When Braddock was told of it, he only 
nid: *Poor Fanny! I always thought she would play till she 
would be forced to tuck herself up.* " 

Braddock himself had been somewhat of a spendthrift. 
He was touchy also, and punctilious. " lie once had a duel,** 
aajB Walpole, " with Colonel Glumley, Lady Bath*8 brother, 
who had been his great friend. As they wen.> going to engage, 
Glamley, who had good humor and wit ( Braddock had the 
latter) said: * Braddock, you are a poor dog! here, take my 
onrse; if you kill me you will be forced to run away, and 
thea you will not have a shilling to support you.* Braddock 
reftised the purse, insisted on the duel, was disarmed, and 
wimdd not even ask for his life.** 
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of inspection, he descended Wills* Creek and the 
Potomac for two hundred miles in a canoe to Al- 
exandria, and repaired to Virginia to meet Gen* 
cral Braddock. The latter had landed on the 
20th of February at Hampton, in Virginia, and 
proceeded to Williamsburg to consult with Gover- 
nor Dinwiddle. Shortly afterwards he was joined 
there by Commodore Keppel, whose squadron of 
two ships-of-war, and several transports, had an- 
chored iu the Chesapeake. On boaid of these 
ships were two prime regiments of about five hun- 
dred men each ; one commanded by Sir Peter 
Halket, the other by Colonel Dunbar ; together 
■with a train of artillery, and the necessary mu- 
nitions of war. The regiments were to be aug- 
mented to seven hundred men, each by men 
selected by Sir John St. Clair from Virginia 
companies recently raised. 

Alexandria was fixed upon as the place where 
the troops should disembark, and encamp. The 
ships were accordingly ordered up to that place, 
find the levies directed to repair thither. 

The plan of the campaign included the use of 
Indian allies. Governor Dinwiddle had already 
sent Christopher Gist, the pioneer, Washington's 
guide in 1753, to engnge the Cherokees and Ca- 
tawbas, the bravest of the Southern tribes, who 
he had no doubt would ♦take up the hatchet for 
the English, peace being first concluded, through 
the mediation of his government, between them 
Hud the Six Nations ; and he gave Braddock rea- 
son to expect at least four hundred Indians to 
join him at Fort Cumberland. He laid betliY^ 
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him also contracts that he had made for cattle, 
and promises that the Assembly of Pennsylvania 
had made of flour ; these, with other supplies, 
and a thousand barrels of beef on board of the 
ti'ansports, would furnish six months' provisions 
for four thousand men. . 

General Braddock apprehended difficulty in 
procuring wagons and horses sufficient to attend 
him in his march. Sir John St. Clair, in the 
course of his tour of inspection, had met with 
two Dutch settlers, at the foot of the Blue Ridge, 
who engaged to furnish two hundred wagons, 
and fifteen hundred carrying horses, to be at Fort 
Cumberland early in May. 

Governor Sharpe was to furnish above a hun- 
dred wagons for the transportation of stores, on 
the Maryland side of the Potomac. 

Keppel furnished four caimons from his ships, 
for the attack on Fort Duquesne, and thirty 
picked seamen to assist in dragging them over the 
mountains ; for " soldiers," said he, " cannot be as 
well acquainted with the nature of purchases, 
and making use of tackles, as seamen.*' They 
were to aid also in passing the troops and artillery 
on floats or in boats, across the rivers, and were 
under the command of a midshipman and lieu- 
tenant.^ 

" Everything," writes Captain Robert Orme, 
one of the general's aides-de-camp, " seemed to 
promise so far the greatest success. The trans- 
ports were all ariived safe, and the men in health. 
Provisions, Indians, caniages, and horses, were 

1 Keppel's Lift of Keppel^ p. 205. 
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already provided; at least were to be esteemed 
BOy considering the authorities on which they were 
promised to the general." 

Trusting to these arrangements, Braddock pro- 
oeeded to Alexandria. The troops Iiad all been 
disembarked before his arrival, and the Virginia 
levies selected by Sir John St Clair, to join the 
regiments of regulars, were arrived. There were 
beside two companies of hatchet men, or carpen- 
ters ; six of rangers ; and one troop of light 
horse. The levies, having been clothed, were or* 
dered to march immediately for Winchester, to be 
armed, and the general gave them in charge of 
an ensign of the 44th, ^* to make them as like 
soldiers as possible." ^ The light hoi*se were re- 
tained by the general as his escort and body* 
guard. 

The din and stir of warlike preparation dis- 
turbed the quiet of Mount Vernon. Washington 
looked down from his rural retreat upon the ships 
of war and transports, as they passed up the Po- 
tomac, with the array of arms gleaming along 
their decks. The booming of cannon echoed 
among his groves. Alexandria was but a few 
miles distant. Occasionally he mounted his horse, 
and rode to that place ; it was like a garrisoned 
town, teeming with troops, and resounding with 
the drum and fife. A brilliant campaign was 
about to open under the auspices of an experi- 
enced general, and with all the means and appur- 
tenances of European warfare. How different 
from the starveling expeditions he had hitherto 

1 Orme's JoumaL 
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beeo doomed to conduct I Whttt an opporlimilj 
to efface the memory of liis recent disiislerl All 
his thoughts of rural life were put lo fiighl. The 
military part of his chHmcter was tigniii iti llie 
nscendaut; his great desire was lo join (he ex- 
pedition as & voliioteer. 

It was reporled lo Geiiernl Braddock. The 
latter was apprised by Gioveriior Dinwiddie and 
Others, of Washingtoo's peraonal merits, liis linowl- 
edge of the country, and hia experience in fron- 
tier service. The consequence whs, a letter from 
Captain Eohert Orme, one of Braddock's aldes- 
de'Canip, written by the general's order, inviting 
Washington to join his staff; the letter concluded 
with frank and cordial expressions of esteem on 
the part of Orme, which were warmly recipro- 
cated, and laid the foundation of a soldierlike 
friendship between them. 

A volunteer situation on the staff of General 
Braddock offered no emolument nor coinmaDd, 
and would be attended with considerable expense, 
beside a sacrifice of his private interests, having 
no person in whom he biid coiilidfn«s to tulw 
charge of bis aifairs in his abseuccj siill he did 
not hesitate a moment to accept the invilatioiii 
In the position offered to iiirn, all the qne^tions 
of military rank which had hilherlo Htiiioyetl IWBi 
would he obviated. He could indulge his p 
for arms without any sacrifice of diguity, nnd JMt • 
looked forward with high nnticipalioi 
portunity of acquiring military experjfli 
corps well organized, and Iho 
and in the family of % con 
edged skill as a tactician. 
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KHiB inotlier heard wilh conciTn of anotlier pro- 
jected expedition iiilo llie wildcniess. Hurrjing 
to Mouut Venioii, she enti-enteil liitn not agnin to 
expose himseir to llie Imrdi'liips mid pmla of 
tbeae froiitiei- cumpHigns. Sh« iloul>[lt;ss fuU llie 
vtilue of his pTes«nc« at liome, lo iii»niige aod 
protect the complicated interests of ihe domestic 
connection, and hud viitclicd with solicitude over 
Ma fldveitliiroufl campnigning, where so mneh 
fikmily welfare was at linzard, Howerer ranch a 
mother's pride mny have been graiiGcd hy his 
early advancement and renown, she had rejoiced 
.on his retui'n to the BHfer walke of pencefnl life. 

■She was thoroughly practicai and prosaia in ber 
VMione, and was not to be dazzled by niilitRry 
^|k^. The pAssion for arms which mingled willi 
the more rabtr elements of Wosliingtun's ulitirac- 
'ter, would peem to have been inherited from his 
fetber'a side of the liousie ; it was, in fnct, the old 
cluvalrous spirit of (he De WessyiigtoiiB. 

I motlier had once pruveiiled him from eu- 
l tlje navy, wlieu a gallant frigale was at 
, Rnchored in the waters of the Potomao; 
) all his dt^ftreiico fur her, which he retained 
;h life. lie could not recrst llio appeal In Mii 
il BympaliLJes, wliidi tallfd him lo ilic Iil'hcI- 
r Gunet'al Ilraddock ul Ak-jtandria, ' 
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He experience'] a courteous reception from the 
general, who expressed in flattering terms the im- 
preMion he bad received of his merits. Wash- 
ingtou soon SDpreciated the cliaracter of the gen- 
er&l. He fi>und him alately and somewhat 
haughty, exact in mailers of military etiquette 
and discipline, positive iu giving an opinion, and 
obstinate in maintaining it; but of an iionorable 
nnd generous, though somewhat irritable nature. 

Thei'e were at that time four governors, beside 
Dinwiddie, assembled at Alexandria, at Brail- 
dock's request, to concert a plan of military op- 
Shirle^ of MassHchusctts, 
Delancey of New York, 
Sharpe of Maryland, Liea- 
■governor Morris of Pennsylvania. Wasb- 
ington was pre.^nted to them in a maniiei' that 
showed hotv well liis nierils were already appre- 
ciated. Shirley seems particularly lo have struck 
him as the model of a gentleman and statesman. 
He was originally a lawyer, and had ri^eii not 
more by his lalentii, than by his implicit devolion 
to the crxjwn. His son William was military 
secrelary lo Braddock. 

A grand council was held on the 1 4ih of April, 
composed of General Itraddock, Comniwlore Kep- 
pel, and ihe governors, at which ilie generala 
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from the king, reluiing lo a commnn fund, to h 
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ing the expenses of the c 
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been addressed to them bj Sir Thomas Robinson, 
one of the king's secretaries of state, in the pre- 
ceding month of October. They informed Brad- 
dock that they had applied to their respec- 
tive Assemblies for the establishment of such a 
fund, but in vain, and gave it as their unanimous 
opinion, that such a fund could never be estab- 
lished in the colonies without the aid of Parlia- 
ment. They had found it impracticable, also, to 
obtain from their respective governments the pro- 
portions expected from them by the crown toward 
military expenses in America ; and suggested that 
ministers should find out some mode of compel- 
ling them to do it; and that, in the mean time, 
the general should make use of his credit upon 
government, for current expenses, lest the expe- 
dition should come to a stand.^ 

In discussing the campaign, the governors were 
of opinion that New York should be made the 
centre of operations, as it afforded easy access by 
water to the heart of the French possessions in 
Canada. Braddock, however, did not feel at lib- 
erty to depart from his instructions, which speci- 
fied the recent establishments of the French on 
the Ohio as the objects of his expedition. 

Niagara and Crown Point were to be attacked 
about the same time with Fort Duquesne, the 
former by Governor Shirley, with his own and 
flir William Pepperell's regiments, and some 
Tork companies ; the latter by Colonel 
>n, sole manager and director of 
a personage worthy of especial 

I Records^ vol. vi. p. ^SS. 
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He was a native of Ireland, aad bad come out 
to tliis country in 1734, to manage the lnude<I 
eatalea owned by his uncle, Commodore Sir Peter 
Warren, in the Jlohawk country. He had re- 
sided ever since in the vicinity of the Mohawk 
EJver, in the province of New York. By Tiis 
agency, and his dealings with the native trihes, 
he had acquired great wealtli, and become a kind 
of potentate in the Tndiaa country. His influ- 
ence over the Six Nations was said to be un- 
bounded ; and it was principally with the aid of 
a large force of their warriors that it was ex- 
pected he would accomplish his part of the 
campaign. The end of June, " nearly in July," 
was fixed upon as the time when the several 
attacks upon Forts Duqueane, Niagara, and Crown 
Point should be carried into execution ; and Drad- 
dock anticipated an easy accomplishment of his 
plan.. 

The expulsion of the French from the lands 
wrongfully held by them in Nova Scotia, was to 
be assigned to Colonel Lawrence, lieuienant- 
governor of that province ; we will briefly add, 
in anti(npation, that it was effected by him, with 
the aid of troops from Massachusetts and else- 
where, led by Lieutenant-colonel Moncktoii. 

The buBinesa of && congreu being finished. 
General Braddock would have set out for Fred- 
erii^ktown, in Maryland, but few wagons or 
teams liaii jet come to remove ihe urtillery, 

Washington : 

Ht the huge 
of supurll'iitj 
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I lins, recollecting tlie dlfficiiltiea be had expe- 

■jHenced in getting over them with his nine swivels, 

and Bcauty suppliea, "If our inarch is to be 

I x^nlated by tlie eiow movetuents of the train," 

I mid he, "it will be tedious, »ery tedious, indeeil." 

Hia predictious excited a earcasLic Binile in 

Itraddock, nn beLr;iyiiig the limited notions of a 

young provincial officer, little acquainted with 

tbe march of armies. 

In the mean while, Sir John St. Clair, who 
I had returuetl to the frontier, was Btorinieg at t!iQ 
k camp at Fort Cumberland. The road rtiquii'ed 
I of the Pennsylvania government liud nut been 
George Croghan and tlie otbor 
I oommisaionera were but just arrived in catnp. 
BiSir John, aecordiug to Croghau, received them 
■ta »very ^IsagretatJe mauaer; would not look at 
^&^ di^ughts, uor sufTer auy representations to 
'e to him in regard to the province, " tmt 
■med like a lion rampant ; " declaring that tlie 
Ktrant of the roail and of the provisions promised 
Ity Peansjlvania had retarded ihe espeditioii, 
^nd might cost them their lives trom the fresh 
nnrabers of French that might be poured in- 
to tlie country. — " That instead of niurchin); 
to the Ohio, he would Id nine days niurcli hiit 
I Cumb erland County to cut the ruafls, 
— That he would not 
1 axe, but by lieu and 
tebilants to do it. ... . 

- : and tliat 
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FennsjlTania, he would, iritfa his Bword drawn, 
pass throng ibe i»xiTiDce aail treat the mhaUt* 
■nts as a. paroel of traitors to his master. That 
be wonld write to Englaud by a man of-war ; 
shake Mr. Penu's proprielarrsbip, and represent 
PenneylvaJiia as a disaffected province. .... 
He told ns to go (o the general, if we pleased, 
who wonld give ns ten had toord$ for one thai he 
had givenJ' 

The ezplosire wratli of Sir John, which waa 
BOt to be appeased, shook the souls of the com- 
ndsnoners, and they wrote to Governor Morris, 
srging that people might be set at work apon 
tbe road, if the Assembly bad made provisioo 
fi»r opening it ; and that flour might be sent with- 
out delay to the mouth of Canococheague River, 
"as being the only remedy left to prevent these 
threatened mischiefs." ' 

In reply, Mr, Richard Peters, Governor Mor- 
ris" secretary, wrote in his name : " Get a num- 
ber of hands immediately, and further the work 
by all possible methods. Your expenses will be 
p(ud at the next sitting of Assembly. Do year 
duty, and oblige the general and quartermaster if 
possible. Finish the road that will be wanted 
first, and then proceed to any other that may be 
thought necessary." 

All additional commission, of a different kind, 
was intrusted to George Croghan. Governor 
Morris by letter requested him to convene at 
Anghquick, in Pennsylvania, as many warriors 
as posdble of the mixed tribes of the Ohio, dia- 
1 CMi»>^' B^orA, vol. vl. p. 388. 
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tribute among them wampum belts sent for the 
purpose, and engage them to meet General Brad- 
dock when on the march, and render him all the 
assistance in their power. 

In reply, Croghan engaged to enlist a strong 
body of Indians, being sure of the influence of 
Scarooyadi, successor to the half- king, and of his 
adjunct, White Thunder, keeper of the speech- 
belts.^ At the instance of Governor Morris, 
Groghan secured the services of another kind of 
force. This was a band of hunters, resolute men, 
well acquainted with the country, and inured to 
hardships. They were under the command of 
Gaptain Jack, one of the most remarkable char« 
acters of Pennsylvania, a complete hero of the 
wilderness. He had been for many years a cap- 
tive among the Indians ; and, having learnt their 
ways, had formed this association for the protec- 
tion of the settlements, receiving a commission 
of captain from the Governor of Pennsylvania. 
The band had become famous for its exploits, and 
was a ten'or to the Indians. Captain Jack was 
at present protecting the settlements on the Cano- 
cocheague ; but promised to march by a circuit- 
ous route and join Braddock with his hunters. 
" They require no shelter for the night," writes 
Croghan ; " they ask no pay. If the whole 
army was composed of such men there would 
be no cause of apprehension. I shall be with 
them in time for duty.'* ^ 

1 Colonial Records, vol. vi. p. 376. 

• Hazfird's RegitUr of Ptnn. vol. iv. p. 41S. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Washington proclaimed Aide-de camp — Disappointments at 
Fredericktovm. — Benjamin Franklin and Braddock. — 
Ck)ntracts. — Departure for Wills' Creek. — Rough Roads. 
— The (Jeneral in his Chariot. — Camp at Fort Cumber- 
land. — Hugh Mercer. — Dr. Craik. — Military Tactics. — 
Camp Rules. — Secretary Peters. — Indians in Camp. — 
Indian Beauties. — The Princess Bright Lightning. — Er- 
rand to Williamsburg. — Braddock's Opinion of Contrac- 
tors and Indians — Arrival of Conveyances. 

ENERAL Braddock set ont from Alex- 
andria on the 20th of April. Wash- 
ington remained behind a few days to 
arrange his affairs, and then rejoined him at 
Fredericktown, in Maryland, where on the 10th 
of May, he was proclaimed one of the general's 
aides-de-camp. The troubles of Braddock had 
already commenced. The Virginian contractoi's 
fiiiled to fulfill their engagements ; of all the 
immense means of transportation so confidently 
promised, but fifteen wagons and a hundred dnift- 
horses had arrived, and there was no pros- 
pect of more. There was equal disappointment 
in provisioDs, both as to quantity and quality ; and 
)l6 had to send round the country to buy cattle 
the subsistence of the troops. 

inaiely while the general was venting his 

AtheiAas against army contractors, 
J2 
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BeDJAinin Piaoklin arrirei} at Frederit^loniL 
That eminent man, then aboat fortT-nine years 
of age, had beeo for many rears member of die 
PenosylTania Assembly, and nrit? non' postuL-ister- 
general for America. The Assemblj understood 
that BraddodE was inoeused against them, snppos- 
iog them adverse to the service of the var. Thej 
had procured Franklin to Wftit apoD him, not as 
if eent by them, bat as if he came in his aipadty 
of postmaster-general, to arrange for the sure 
and speedy tranEmis^n of dbpalches between 
the commander-in-chief and the govemora of the 
prorincea. 

He was well ren^ived, and became a daOy 
gtiest at the general's table- In his antobiog- 
laphy, he gives ns an instance of the blind confi- 
dence and fatal prejudices by wJiich Braddock 
was deluded throughout this eTpedition. " la 
ooQTersa^on with him one day,'' nrites Frank- 
lin, "he was ^ving me some occoiiDt of his in- 
tended progress. ' After taking Fort Duquesne,' 
Eiud he, ' I am to proceed to Niagara ; and, hav- 
ing taken that, to Frontenac, if the season will 
allow time ; and I suppose it wilt, for Duquesue 
can hardly detain me above three or four days ; 
and then I can see nothing that can obstruct my 
ntarch to Niagara.' 

" Having before revolved in my mirid," contin- 
ues Franklin, " the loog line hia army must make 
ta liatar nurdi by « very narrow road, to bo cut 
For them thnjiigb tin- "■,.,>.]■; uii.t i,,i,||, ,, ^mii ;i|ao 
what i had he:ir>l if u I'uiuK-r ili'i'i'.tr i<f 
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try, I bad conceived some doubts and some fears 
for tbe event of tbe campaign ; but I ventured 
only to say, * To be sure, sir, if you arrive well 
before Duquesne witb these fine troops, so well 
provided witb artillery, the fort, though com- 
pletely fortified, and assisted with a very strong 
garrison, can probably make but a short resist- 
ance. The only danger I apprehend of obstruc- 
tion to your march, is from the ambuscades of the 
Indians, who, by constant practice, are dexterous 
in laying and executing them ; and the slender 
line, nearly four miles long, which your army must 
make, may expose it to be attacked by surprise on 
its fiauks, and to be cut like thread into several 
pieces, which, from their distance, cannot come 
up in time to support one another.' 

** He smiled at my ignorance, and replied : 
' These savages may indeed be a formidable enemy 
to raw American militia, but upon the king's reg- 
ular and disciplined troops, sir, it is impossible 
they should make an impression.' I was con- 
scious of au impropriety in my disputing with a 
military man in matters of his profession, and 
said no more."^ 

As the whole delay of the army was caused by 
the want of conveyances, Franklin observed one 
day to the general that it w.as a pity the troops 
liad not been landed in Pennsylvania, where al- 
moet every farmer had his wagon. '' Then, sir," 
li^jJied Braddock, "you who are a man of in- 
jean probably procure them for me, 
•ll.'* Franklin consented. Ai 

""^anjfc^'n, Sparks' edition, p. lUO. 



ISO Lit'ii Jt' y.tSii:yirjy. 

iiisi[ iiiiieiiC iii wniiii^ '\;is i::i^i:i ii*. -jtti no wiring 

Willi tbui" llt'l'iit? 'O .'SnJil \.i^ 11, uid it'ietfu huD- 
ili'tu xtoiaLe ji' ;ja»'pk.njr'k.> 'i- :it "krrvice of Hi* 
Alujf sty's t'ur'jv:*^ :u be .li H :ii>" Cr^iri ju or btftbre 
1 1 ic 20 1 ii oi May ; iii« i jc : t i^j 1 1 u ' i : y it (;iiru;d tor 

After Iii* departure, Bnidduck, t: tended by hia 
start* a I id his guard oc* li:itK iioi*^. >ec otF tor 
Wills' Creek bv the wav or" W:[iche>ter, the road 
alotig tlie uorth side ot' die FuCijuiao uoc being 
yet made. -This gave him,*' writes Washiugton, 
*•» good opportunity to see the ab>uniity of the 
route, and of damuiui; it verv heartilv.**^ 

Three of Wasldrigtun'"* hor?es were knocked 
up be lure they reached Winohtrster. and he had to 
pu:eha:(e othei's. This Wiis a severe drain of his 
ininipaignitig purse ; fortunately he was lu the 
neighborhood of Green wav Court, and was en- 
abl<.d to replenish it by a loiui from his old friend 
Lv'rd Fairfax. 

The discomforts of the rough road were in- 
cix'ased witli the general, by his travelling with 
sonie degree of slate in a chariot which he had 
pui*chased of Grovernor Sharpc. In this he dashed 
by Dunbar's division of the troops, which he over- 
took near Wills' Ceeek ; his body guard of light 
horse galloping on each side of his chariot, and 
hia Btudir acGompanjing him ; the drums beating 
the Grenadier's March as he passed. In this 

& Dmit of a letter, among WaBhiiigtoii*e **- '^'^veeead 
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itjle, foOy he arriTcd at Fort CamberU.^d. amid 
a Uumderii^ aalote of serenteeD guo^^ 

Bj this time the gukend difcorened that be 
was not ID a regioo fitted lor r^och di9pLiT. and 
his travelling charioC was abandoocd at Fort 
Oamberland ; otherwise it would soon have be- 
come a wredt among the roouutains bejoDd. 

Bj the 19th of llaj, the forces were assem- 
bled at Fort Comberlaud. The two loral re^- 
iments, originallj one thousand strong, now in* 
creased to fourteen hundred, bj men ci«osen from 
the Maryland and Virginia levies ; two provin- 
cial companies of carpenters, or pioneers, thirtj 
men each, with subalterns and captains ; a com- 
pany of guides, composed of a captain, two aids, 
and ten men ; the troop of Virginia light horse, 
commanded by Captain Stewart ; the detachment 
of thirty sailors with their officers, and the rem- 
nants of two independent companies from New 
York, one of which was commanded by Captain 
Horatio Grates, of whom we shall have to speak 
much hereafter, in the course of this biography. 

Another person in camp, of subsequent noto- 
riety, and who became a warm friend of Washing- 
ton, was Dr. Hugh Mercer, a Scotchman, about 
thirty-three years of age. About ten years pre- 
viously he had served as assistant surgeon in the 
forces of Charles Edward, and followed his stan- 
dard to the disastrous field of Culloden. After 
the defeat of the " chevalier," Mercer had escaped 
by the way of Inverness to America, and taken 
HP his residence in Virginia. He was now with 
t Jowmal of ike Seamenl'i detachment. 
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^^bth to be DDtleceived as to their estimate of 
^^■ese troops ! 

^B Tbe genei-al held a levee iu his leut every 
morning, from teu to eleven. He was strict aa 
to the morals of the camp. Drunkeotiess wus 
severely punished. A soldier convicted of tlieft 
was seutenced to receive one thousatid lasljea, 
and lo be drummed out of his re^meut. Pai-t 
of tbe tirst part of the sentence was remitted. 
^Jiivioe service was performed every Sunday, at 
^^ttkfi head of the colors of each reginieut, by the 
^H^platD. There was the funeral of a. captuio 
^^no died at this encamprneitt. A captuiu's guard 
marched before the corpse, the captaJD of it in 
the rear, the firelocks i-eversed, tlie drums beat- 
ing the dead march. When near the grave, the 
gdard formed two lines, lacing each other ; reatM 
on their arms, muzzles downwards, and leaned 
their laces on the butts. The corpse was carried 
between them, the sword and sash ou the cotEu, 
and the officers following two and two. After the 
chaplain of the regiment had read tlie service, 
the guard fired three volleyB over the grave, and 
returned.^ 

Braddock's camp, in a word, was a complete 
study for Washington, during the halt at Fort 
C^nberh uid, where he had nn opportunity of see- 
^^^^^~* routine in its strictest forms. Me 

K, of convivial hfc iu tlie camp, 
1 endeavored lo mninlain, even 
a !.o'init,il,)e table ; for 
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•nd to have had with him ^ two good cooks, wiio 
Cfiiild make ;«ii exoellent rajjout out of a pair of 
brKitfl. had (hey but materials to toss them up 
with." J 

There was great detention at the fort, cansed 
hy the want of foni^e and supplies, the i-oad not 
liuviiirr hecii finisihed from Philadelphia. Mr. 
Uiirhanl IVterM, the secretary of Grovenior Morris, 
wan in (^amp, to attend to the matter. He had to 
bear the l)runt of Braddoek*s complaints. The 
p(*iHM'al declared he would not stir from WIUb' 
Cn'ek until he had the governor's assurance that 
the n)ad would bo opened in time. Mr. Peters 
HMpiested jiujinls to pmteet the men while at work, 
from attaek.s by the Indians. Braddock swore 
ho would not furnish guards for the wood-cutters, 
— »* let IVinisylvania do it !" lie scoffed at the 
talk about danger fioin Indians. Peters en- 
doavoivd to make iiim sensible of the peril which 
thivateued him in this ivspeet. Should an army 
of them. le*l by Fn'neh otluvrs, lve<et him in his 
maivli. be would ut^t be able, with all his strength 
Diiil nulitarv skill. tv> naeii Fort Duquesne with- 
out a Kvly ef raiutr^. :»> *viil 0:1 :*ix>i as horse- 
Ivu'k . r • » p r- 1 ^;» ■ . i »^^^ «^^^ ^^ "• " ^u >;■ :>€d his ob- 
<c vv,-4 • ■ . ^ M s.* ' ^ S ;.".*. . C ". ■ :• ^'*. > a '. V. i : i :::;i :ely to be 
pi\^\i.:.vi. '• ^ ^^' ^^^'"^ "-"* '■■*^' ^-'"*- ««Miki hare 
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him reason to expect in such numbers, never ar- 
rived. 

George Croghan reached the camp with but 
about fifty warriors, whom he had brought from 
Aughquick. At the general's request he sent a 
messenger to invite the Dehi wares and Shawnees 
from the Ohio, who returned with two chiefs of 
the former tribe. Among the sachems thus as- 
sembled were some of Washington's former allies, 
Scarooyadi, alias Monacatoocha, successor to the 
half-king, White Thunder, the keeper of the 
Bpeech-belts, and Silver Heels, so called, probably, 
from being swift of foot. 

Notwithstanding his secret contempt for the 
Indians, Braddock, agreeably to his instructions, 
treated them with great ceremony. A grand 
council was held in his tent, where all his officere 
attended. The chiefs, and all the warriors, came 
painted and decorated for war. They were re- 
ceived with military honors, the guards resting on 
their fire-arms. The general made them a speech 
through his interpreter, expressing the grief of 
their father, the great king of England, at the 
death of the half-king, and made them presents to 
console them. They in return promised their aid 
as guides and scouts, and declared eternal enmity 
to the French, followingr the declaration with the 
War song, *' making a terrible noise." 

The general, to regale and astonish them, or- 
dered all the artillery to be fired, " the drums and 
fifes playing and beating the point of war ; " the 
Ute ended by their feasting, in their own camp, 
• bullock which the general had given them, 
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;iiIo^in»»a- -lip \ir ::m«"!i'nfrf5 incffient to a new 
Tfinnrrf. in«i 'u Mi: ji --■ v.nl jreii: 'iemand* upon 
.13 ^rrinrv imi r"'.!::!-."^! r--?* «ir'-*e?- He accused 
■:i:e imv -Mi::-!!!'.;.!-' .r" .vi;i: ..f :'ii:h. honor, and 
aune-!".- ; i.ri,i 11 2!.-* nurutrn::* of passion, which 
•v*tr^ lis in T. -ixtefnit^i *.!ie *ti;rnia to the whole 
•. \\:\r-j. Hi is ^zwnz *iie pucriocic sensibility of 
Wt:*ii.::j*<:n. :iii«l <:v»rp:;ifne his usual self-com- 
m:Liiil. .in<i -.lie pn^iiil \i\A passiooiite comnnAnder 
w:is ocirjisiomillv ^iirprLatHi by a well-merited re- 
buke rn-rn his aMe-iIe camp. ** We have frequent 
tiisD rites '511 this hea-I," writes Washington, ** which 
are maintainei with wurmth on both sides, espe- 
cial !v on his, lu* he is incapable of arguing with- 
out it, or of ^ririnu up any point he asserts, be it 
ever <o incompatible *with reason or common 
sen^e." 

Tlie same pertinacity wa^ maintained with re^ 
spect to the Indians. Grcorge Croghan informed 
Washington that the sachems considered them- 
selves treated with slight, in never being consul- 
ted in war matters. That he himself had repeat 
ediy tjATcred the services of the warriors under his 
oonunand as scouts and outguartls, but his offers 
had been rejet^ted. Washington ventured to in- 
terfere, and to urge their importance for such 
purposes, especially now when they were ap- 
pn»aehing the stn^nglmld of tlio enemy. As usual, 
(ho pMUM-al HMuaiiuHl bigoted in his belief of the 
Hll-sullivMeiuy of well disciphiuHl tn^ps. 

Kither tW^n disgust thus oaustnl, or tH^m bein» 
rtOIUrtllv di<MUss.Hl, iho warriors Ivo^i:! to disaj^ 
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ues, who was to remaiu in commaud at Fort 
Cumberland, advised the dismissal of all but a 
few to serve as guides ; certain it is, before Brad* 
dock recommenced his march, none remained to 
accompany him but Scarooyadi, and eight of his 
warriors.^ 

Seeing the general's impatience at the non-ar* 
rival of conveyances, Washington again repre- 
sented to him the difficulties he would encounter 
iu attempting to traverse the mountains with such 
a train of wheel-carriages, assuring him it would 
be the most arduous part of the ainipaign ; and 
recommended, from his own experience, the sub- 
stitution, as much as possible, of pack-horses. 
Braddock, however, had not been sufficiently har- 
assed by frontier campaigning to depart from his 
European modes, or to be swayed in his military 
Operations by so gi*een a counselor. 

At length the general was relieved from pres- 
ent perplexities by the an-ival of the horses and 
wagons which Franklin had undertaken to pro- 
cure. That eminent man, withliis characteristic 
promptness and unwearied exertions, and by his 
great personal popularity, had obtained them from 
the reluctant Pennsylvania farmers, being obliged 

1 Braddock's own secretary, William Shirley, was disaf- 
fected to him. Writing about him to Governor Morris, he sa- 
tirically observes: " We have a general most judiciously cho- 
sen for being disqualitied for the service he is employed in, in 
alr.ost every respect." And of the secondary officers: "As 
to them, I don't tliink we have much to boast. Some are in- 
Asolent and ignorant; others capable, but rather aiming at 
showing their own abilities than making a proper use of them." 
Colonial Reconlg, vi. 405. 
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allowances for the difficulties incident to a new 
country, and to the novel and great demands upon 
its scanty and scattered resources. He accused 
the army contractors of want of faith, honor, and 
honesty ; and in his moments of passion, which 
were many, extended the stigma to the whole 
country. This stung the patriotic sensibility of 
Washingtoif, and overcame his usual self-com- 
mand, and the proud and passionate commander 
was occasionally surprised by a well-merited re- 
buke from his aide-de-camp. " We have frequent 
disputes on this head," writes Washington, ** which 
are maintained with warmth on both sides, espe^ 
cially on his, as he is incapable of arguing with- 
out it, or of giving up any point he asserts, be it 
ever so incompatible -with reason or common 
sense." 

The same pertinacity was maintained with re- 
spect to the Indians. George Croghan informed 
Washington that the sachems considered them- 
selves treated with slight, in never being consul- 
ted in war matters. That he himself had repeat 
edly t)ffered the services of the warriors under his 
command as scouts and outguards, but his offers 
had been rejected. Washington ventured to in- 
terfere, and to urge their importance for such 
purposes, especially now when they were ap- 
proaching the stronghold of the enemy. As usual, 
the general remained bigoted in his belief of the 
all-sufficiency of well-disciplined troops. 

Either from disgust thus caused, or from being 
actually dismissed, the warriors began to disap* 
pear from the camp. It is said that Colonel Iq« 
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ues, who was to remaiu in coinmaud at Fort 
Cuiiil>erlaiid, advised the dismissal of all but a 
few to serve as guides ; certain it is, before Brad- 
dock recommenced his march, none remained to 
accompany him but Sctirooyadi, and eight of his 
warriors.^ 

Seeing the general's impatience at the non-ar- 
rival of conveyances, Washington again repre- 
sented to him the difficulties he would encounter 
iu attempting to traverse tlie mountains with such 
a train of wheel-carriages, assuring him it would 
be the most arduous part of the aimpaigu ; and 
recommended, from his own experience, the sub- 
stitution, as nmch as possible, of pack-horses. 
Braddock, however, had not been sufficiently har- 
assed by frontier campaigning to depart from his 
^European modes, or to be swayed in his military 
Operations by so gi*een a counselor. 

At length the general was relieved from pres- 
ent perplexities by the anival of the horses and 
wagons which Franklin had undertaken to pro- 
cure. That eminent man, withliis characteristic 
promptness and unwearied exertions, and by his 
great personal popuUuity, had obtained them from 
the reluctant Pennsylvania fanners, bein^r obliged 

I Braddock's own secretary, William Shirlev, was disr- 
fected to him. Writing about him to Governor Morris, b 
tirically observes: " We have a general most judiciouslr 
Bcn for being disqualiHed for the service he is employed 
a:.T.ost every respect " And of the secondary officer. 
to them, I don t tlnnk we have mucii to boast. Some 

jisolent and ignorant* ntiin..o 1 1 i «. ^u . 

. . *. . ' others capable, but rather air 

showing their own abiiWJoo fi ,. 

ColoM HecnU, ,Tm '^ " ^""^^ "* " 
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fii lilcxI^T )ii!» own rv>fion7>ibiIi4j for their being 
litllv i'( tiiiiiic-i.'tttti. lie ^»frft.iniied this Libonous 
iN^li mil of \mn- zt-al luf tlie public service, 
(fiiliti (■V|K'(liii'; iiiif ri'Ctriviii^ emulumeiit ; and, 
ti< (.1. 1 { V|ii'iif'iit'iti<; Miltseqiienilv great delay and 
• iiiKii i.i>Miu 111 iK-tiiri' he was relieved Irom the 
I uiM iH^piwiMhiliiic^ thus patriotically in- 

ri„ i.immI of lUo ooiivt'vances put Braddock 
«.« *>'>-A l.iiMi.ki \^iih l\-nii>vlvania. Id a letter 
i> %:, w 1,1.x M.iiii>. In* nihides to the tlireat of 
> . VJ,., N« I Inn \o 4r*» iliriMi^h that proviuoe 
\\ • « ^. >-««\ .1 >\\,^isl ill his hand. ** He is 
* .* :.«\;ni: irtikisl to you in the mau- 

N...; i!u> ^^^iivral made Franklin's 

*N ^.,»,.> ilu' >,ilf ins(an(*e in which he 

» ' . . * V . > . I, .us'.i »i<'»\ji ami \ ilhiiiiy. " I hope, 
■ ^^'^^ ■ •■* "j"*' •'' •*^« I ins'" adds he, ** that we 
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|N the 10th of June, Bi^ddock set off 
from Fort Cumberland with his aides- 
de-camp, and others of his staff, and 
his body-guard of light horse. Sir Peter Halket, 
with bis brigade, had marched three days pre- 
viously ; and a detachment of six hundred men, 
under the command of Colonel Chapman, and 
the supervision of Sir John St. Clair, had been 
employed upwards of ten days in cutting down 
trees, removing rocks, and opening a road. 

The march over the mountain proved, as Wash- 
ington had foretold, a '* tremendous undertaking." 
It was with difficulty the heavily laden wagons 
could be dragged up the steep and rugged roads, 
newly made, or imperfectly repaired. Often they 
Attended for three or four niile:3 in a fttvvv.'^'^vw^ 
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aod broken line, with the soldiers so «3isper5ed, in 
guarding tliem, that au attack on anj side would 
hai\«i thrown the whole in confusion. If was the 
dreary region of the great Savage Mountain, and 
tlie ^ Shades of Death " that was again made to 
echo with the din of arms. 

What outrage^! Washington's notions of the 
abeieuious frugality suitable to campaigning in 
the ** backwoods," was the great number of horses 
and wagons required by the officers for the 
trajiif^i^rtation of their baggage, camp equipage, 
and a thousand articles of artificial necessity. 
Simple himself in his tastes and habits, and man- 
fully indifferent to personal indulgences, he alniost 
doubte<l whether such sybarites in the camp oould 
be eiii'rient in the field. 

i5y the time the advanced corps had struggled 
over two mountains, and through the intervening 
ttfTtat, and reacheil (IGth June) the Little Mead- 
ow«;, where Sir John St. Clair had made a tem- 
jy/rary camp, General Braddock had become 
aware of the difference between campaigning in 
a new crjuntry, or on the old well-l>eaten battle- 
grouiid-i of Europe. He now of his own accord 
turner] to Washington for advice, though it must 
have been a sore trial to his pride to seek it of 

itfj younz a ™'i" y ^"^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^\^* ^^*'=^ ^i*"*^ suffi- 
cient proof of his sagticity, and his knowledge of 

the fnjntier. 

Thus unexpectedly oallevl on, Washington gave 
his counsel with becvnning mvxlesty, but with his 
aocostomed cUsamesjs. Fuere wasjjg^Qrjui 
opportunity to strike «uk effeelii 
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Daquesne, but it might be lost by delay. The 
garrison, according to credible reports, was weak ; 
large reinforcements and supplies, which were on 
their way, would be detained by the drought, 
which rendered the river by which they must 
come low and unnavigable. The blow must be 
struck before they could arrive. He advised the 
general, therefore, to divide his forces ; leave one 
part to come on with the stores and baggage, and 
all the cumbrous appurtenances of an army, and 
to throw himself in the advance with the other 
part, composed of his choicest troops, lightened 
of everything superfluous that might impede a 
rapid march. 

His advice was adopted. Twelve hundred men 
selected out of all the companies, and furnished 
with ten field-pieces, were to form the first divis- 
ion, their provisions and other necessaries to be 
carried on packhorses. The second division, with 
all the stores, munitions, and heavy baggage, was 
to be brought on by Colonel Dunbar. 

The least practicable part of the arrangement 
was with regard to the officers of the advance. 
Washington had urged a retrenchment of their 
baggage and camp equipage, that as many of 
their horses as possible might be used as pack- 
horses. Here was the difficulty. Brought up, 
many of them, in fashionable and luxurious life, 
or the loitering indulgence of country quarters, 
they were so encumbered with what they con- 
sidered indispen gj^ necessaries, that out of two 
hundred an * * -***-^ ^ generally appropv\aUid 

tbeir u han a dozen could be 
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Captain Jack withdrew, indigr.ant at so haughty 
a reception, and informed his leuthern-clad fol- 
lowers of his rebuflf. They forthwith shoulderoil 
their rifles, turned th^ir backs upon the cump, 
and, headed by the captain, departed in Indian 
file through the woods, for the usual scenes of 
their exploits, where men knew their value, the 
banks of the Juniata or the Conococheague.^ 

On the 19 th of June Braddock's iirst division 
set out, with less than thirty carriages, including 
tliose that transported ammunition for the artil- 
lery, all strongly horsed. The Indians marched 
with the advanced party. , In the course of the 
day, Scarooyadi and his son being at a small dis- 
tance from the line of march, was surrounded 
and taken by some French and Indians. liis 
son escaped, and brought intelligence to his war- 
riors; they hastened to rescue or revenge liim, 
bat found him tied to a tree. The French had 
been disposed to shoot him, but their savage al- 
lies dedared they would abandon them should 
they do so; having some tie of friendship or 
kindred with the dueftain, who thus rejoined the 
troops imlHiniied. 

^^AoDpoik was disappointed in his antici- 
patioiis of a rapid march. The general, though 
he kid aiilo|i«cd bis advice in the main, could not 
catfj it ool ia deUoL Wvi military (Awiauou was 

^ dli Ait CMn«9Vta>m^rM as.*! J::&UU U Uft tb*; hw*ffry of 
Az MUt '"xijk Tvi uuar beair of Xhh }/m:A uku 
Aivn irkzJL'A'^^ xh^n ait IjjWlfjti^ 'L«ti at 
'n'«sb*st*4 «f tliit iarir bax»d. >— 
■> T- 3S4. 




- iir v-^- ■,:■ :.:•: v "::r r»?:rilar ami eLibo* 
■=^r ^r: i -r Z.Lr';r-. le .-.tiiiiL uoc iCiX)p to the 
—-A.--—:: rMPr-LirLLis •{ I ac^F ■.•ouiitrv. where 
r-:"- Iriy"'^:" -= r !!■.••. uiiltvL ami maacereti in a 
■ i^'i-kii-.-.-r.nr- -rrve. 'I ibuQtl," :faitl Wash- 
:..-. :.. -"la: L:j.";Cir:iii >z piL&iiiii^ oa with vigor, 
'"::.■ i: r-;ru" iin^T i 'litl^ r'Hi;iti roa*l. they were 
Jii»:::i^ :i ^e^n f'''rrv aiok-iiiil, ami to erect 
)rji;:*r«: ."^-r -'"»-rv jr'j»:'k, hv which means we 
^•■:;'r :J}iir Uiy^ iii j*trr:n^ twelve miles." 

F r -i.-veroi -liivs Wa&Liiii:;toa hail sutiTered from 
fcvr!*. locomoauieii bv incense headache, and his 
: Unties incr^aseii in violence to such a degree that 
lie 'vos xiabie to ride, and hail to be conveyed 
t':r a '.art ot the time in a covered wagon. 
His Illness continue* I without intermission unti] 
the --Jd. " when I was relieved," says he, "by 
the ^ent-Tars abs^jlutely ordeping the physician to 
give ine Dr. James' powders: one of the most 
excellent medicines in the world. It gave me 
inirne«liate relief, and removeil my fever and other 
coinpluints in four days' time.** 

II«i was still unable to bear the jolting of the 
Will,'! Ill, but it nee«leil another interposition of 
{\w kiiullv-intoiuloil authoritv of Genend Brad- 
4li»rk, to briiiiT him to a halt at the ijreat crossinsrs 
t»r I ho Youi;liioi;horjy. Thetv the general assigned 
hiti) .1 ;Mi.u-\l. pi\»v}Jrd him with necessaries, and 
n-,jii»',!v'*l luMi iv» ri'tiKiiii, umiUm" viire of his phvsi- 
vM". P' v'j-ulv. iMii'l i!v.i-'i\:il or Colonel Dun- 

Vs*' * .\'. i..hiiiv';n, \\!i;tii \%:i.'4 '^wo ^'UV^' UiaTCh ln 

%Wv 'x"**' . i'^'-Vi '='" '•■'* >*vJd of liouor thiw h« 
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should, .at all events, be enabled to rejoin the 
main division before it reached the French fort.^ 

This kind solicitude on the part of Braddock; 
shows the real estimation in which he was held 
by that officer. Doctor Craik backed the gen- 
eral's orders, by declaring that should Washing- 
ton persevere in his attempts to go on in the 
condition he then was, his life would be in dan- 
ger. ,Orme also joined his entreaties, and prom- 
ised, if he would remain, he would keep him 
informed by letter of every occurence of moment. 

Notwithstanding all kind assurances of Brad- 
dock and his aide-de-camp Orme, it was with 
gloomy feelings that Washington saw the troops 
depart, fearful he might not be able to rejoin 
them in time for the attack upon the fort, which, 
herassured his brother aide-de-camp, he would not 
miss for five hundred pounds. 

Leaving Washington at the Youghiogeny, we 
will follow the march of Braddock. In the course 
of the first day (June 24th), he came to a de- 
serted Indian camp ; judging from the number of 
wigwams, there must have been about one hun- 
dred and seventy warriors. Some of the trees 
about it had been stripped, and painted with 
threats, and bravadoes, and scurrilous taunts 
written on them in the French language, showing 
that there were white men with the savages. 

The next morning at daybreak, tliree men 
>^nturing beyond the sentinels were shot and 
scalped ; parties were immediately sent out to 
scour the woods, and drive in the stray horses. 

^ Letter to John AugosUne Washington. Sparks, ii. 80. 
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The march continued to be toilful and difficult ; 
OD one day it did not exceed two miles, having 
to cut a passage over a mountain. In cleaning 
their guns the men were ordered to draw the 
charge, instead of firing it off. No fire was to be 
lighted in front of the pickets. At night the men 
were to take their arms into the tents with them. 

Further on the precautions became still greater. 
On the advanced pickets the men were in two 
divisions, relieving each other every two hours. 
Half remained on guard with fixed bayonets, the 
other half lay down by their arms. The picket 
sentinels were doubled. 

On the 4th of July they encamped at Thick- 
etty Run. The country was less mountainous 
and rocky, and the woods, consisting chiefly of 
white pine, were more open. The general now 
supposed himself to be within thirty miles of Fort 
Duquesne. Ever since his halt at the deserted 
camp on the rock beyond the Great Meadows, he 
bad endeavored to prevail upon the Croghan In- 
dians to scout in the direction of the fort, and 
bring him intelligence, but never could succeed. 
They had probably been deterred by the number 
of French and Indian tracks, and by the recent 
capture of Scarooyadi. This day, however, two 
consented to reconnoiter ; and shortly after their 
departure, Christopher Gist, the resolute pioneer, 
who acted as guide to the general, likewise set off 
OS a scout 

The Indians returned on the 6th. They had 

been dose to Fort Duquesne. There were no ad- 

« there ; they saw a few boats under 
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the fort, and one with a while flag coming duwB 
Ihe Ohio ; but there were few men to be seen, 
and few tracks of any. They came upon an un- 
fbrtanate officer, shooting within half a mile of the 
fort, and brought a scalp as a trophy of his fate- 
None of the passes between tlie catnp and fort 
were occupied; they believed there were few 
men abroad reconnoilering. 

Gbt relumed soon after ibem. Hia account 
corroborated theirs ; bat he had seen a smoke in 
a Talley between the oamp and the fort, made 
probably by some scouting party. He had in- 
tended to prowl about the fiirt at night, but bad 
been discovered and pursued by two IndiaDB, 
and narrowly escaped with his life. 

On the same day, during the march, three or 
four men loitering ill the rear of the grenadiers 
were killed and scalped. Severn I of the grena- 
diera set off to lake revenge. They came upon 
a party of Indians, who held up boughs and 
gniunded their arms, the concerted sign of amity. 
Not perceiving or understanding it, the grenadiers 
fired u\Km lliem, and one fell. It proved lo be 
the son of ScHro<iy»ili. Aware loo late of their er- 
ror, the greuaiiiers brought the body to the camp. 
Tlie conduct of Braddock was admirable on the oc- 
casion. He sent for Ihe father and the other In- 
dians, and condoled with them on the lamentable 
occurrence; making them tlie customary presents 
of expiation. But what was more lo the point, 
he caused the youth lo be buried with the how- 
nrs of war : at bis request the officers attended 
the funeral, and a, volley was tired ova^e gra 
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These soldieriike tributes of res| 
ceased, and sjmpatbj with the survivors, soothed 
the feeliugs and gratified the pride of the father, 
and attached him niore firmly to the service. We 
are glad to record an anecdote so contrary to the 
general contempt for the Indians with which 
Braddock stands charged. It speaks well for the 
real kindness of his heart. 

We will return now to Washin^n in his sick 
encampment on the banks of the Youghiogheny, 
where he was lefl repining at the departure of 
the troops without hiuL To add to his annoy- 
ances, his servant, John Alton, a faithful Welsh- 
man, was taken ill with the same malady, and un- 
able to render him any services. Letters from 
his fellow aides-de-camp showed him the kind so- 
licitude that was felt conceminor him. At the 
general's desire. Captain Morris wrote to him, 
informing him of their intended halts. 

"It is the desire of every individual in the 
family," adds he, "and the general's positive 
commands to you, not to stir, but by the advice 
of the person [Dr. Craik] under whose care you 
are, till you are better, which we all hope will be 
very soon.** 

Orme, too, according to promise, kept him in- 
formed of the incidents of the march ; the fre- 
quent night alarms, and occasional scalping par- 
ties. The night alarms Washington considered 
mere feints, designed to harass tlie men and retard 
the march ; the enemy, he was sure, had not suffi- 
cient force for a serious attack ; and he was glad 
to learn from Orme that the men were in high 
^oirits and confident of success. . 
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pon either by UireaU or enlreaties^ Tlie Vir- 
liiia troop?, accuatnmed lo ilie Iixlian mode of 
jilting, scaltere"! ihemselTes, mid eook post be- 
ind trees, trheoce titey oould pick ofT the larkiii» 
le. Id this way they, iu some degree, prolecied 
le regjlars. WaaLuigtoa advised General Brad- 
ock to adopt tlie tame plan witfa the regulars ; 
Ut he persisted in furmiag ihem idIo platoons ; 
Dnaequeatly they were cut donrn from behind 
^ and trees as fiiBt as they could adrance. 
ieveral alleropled to Inke to th« trees, wiihont 
rdetS; but the general stormed at them, called 
lem oowanls, and even struck ihem wtih the 
at of hia sword. Several of the Virginians, who 
ad taken pott and were doing go>^ »ervice in 
lis manner, were slain by the fire of the regu- 
tn, diteeled wherever a Btnake appe&red aiwiDg 

Tlie officers behared with comtironiale hnv- 
ry 1 and MTuhiuglon behehl with admiration 
nose who, in canip or on the marvh. bad 
ppeared to him to have an alinoct efieminole 
J for peraonal e 

gbanan. In 
B lo drive off 

B the «»l»u«i, 
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fHghted rapidity, bat without aim. Soldiers ia 
the front rauks were killed by those iu the rear. 
Between friend and foe, the slaughter of the offi- 
cers was terrible. All this while the woods 
resounded with the unearthly yellings of the sav- 
ages, and now and then one of them, hideously 
painted, and ruffling with feathered crest, would 
rush forth to scalp an otReer who had fallen, or 
seize a horse galloping* wildly without a rider. 

Throughout this disastrous day, Washington 
distinguished himself by his courage and presence 
of mind. His brother aids, Orme and Morris^ 
were wounded and disabled early in the action, 
and the whole duty of carrying the orders of the 
general devolved on him. His danger was im- 
minent and incessant. He was in every part of 
the field, a conspicuous mark for the murderous 
rifle. Two horses were shot under him. Four 
bullets passed through his coat. His escape 
without a wound was almost miraculous. Dr. 
Craik, who was on the field attending to the 
wounded, watched him with anxiety as he rode 
about in the most exposed manner, and used to 
say that he expected every moment to see him 
fall. At one time he was sent to the main body 
to bring the artillery into action. All there was 
likewise in confusion ; for the Indians had ex- 
tended themselves along the ravine so as to tiauk 
the reserve and carry slaughter into the ranks. 
Sir Peter Halket had been shot ilown at the head 
of his rejiiment. The men who should have served 
the guns were paralyzed. Had they ruked the 
ravines with grapeshot the day might have beeo 



ROUT OF THE ARMY. 211 

saved. In his ardor Washington sprang from his 
horse, wheeled and pointed a brass field-piece 
with his own hand, and directed an effective dis- 
charge into the woods; but neither his efforts 
nor example were of avail. The men could not 
be kept to the guns. 

Braddock still remained in the centre of the 
field, in the desperate hope of retrieving the for- 
tunes of the day. The Virginia rangers, who 
had been most efficient in covering his position, 
were neaily all killed or wounded. His secre- 
tary, Shirley, had fallen by his side. Mapy of his 
officers had been slain within his sight, and many 
of his guard of Virginia light horse. Five horses 
had been killed under him ; still he kept his 
ground, vainly endeavoring to check the flight of 
his men, or at least to effect their retreat in good 
order. At length a bullet passed through his 
right arm, and lodged itself in his lungs. He 
fell from his horse, but was caught by Captain 
Stewart of the Virginia guards, who, with the 
assistance of another American, and a servant, 
placed him in a tumbril. It was with much 
difficulty they got him out of the field — in his 
despair he desired to be left there.^ 

The rout now became complete. Baggage, 
stores, artillery, everything was abandoned. The 
wagoners took each a horse out of his team, and 
fled. The officers were swept off with the men 
m this headlong flight. It was rendered more 
precipitate by the shouts and yells of the savageS; 
numbers of whom rushed forlli from their coverts, 

^ Jourrud of the Se^nen^s detachmenL 
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and pursned the fugitives to the river side, kUliiig 
several as thev dtished across iu tamultuons cxm- 
fusion. Fortun;itelv for tlie latter, the Ticton 
gave up the pursuit in their eagerness to collect 
the spoil. 

The shattered armv continued its flicrht after it 
had crossed the Monongahela, a wretched ¥rreck 
of the brilliant little force tliat had reoeutlj 
gleamed along its banks, confident of victory. 
Out of eighty-six officers, twenty-six had been 
killed, and thirty-six wounded. The number of 
rank and file killed and wounded was upwards of 
seven hundred. The Virginia corps had suffered 
the most ; one company had been almost annihi- 
lated, another, beside those killed and wounded in 
the ranks, had lost all its officers, even to the cor- 
poral. 

About a hundred men were brought to a halt 
about a quarter of a mile from the ford of the 
river. Here was Braddock, with his wounded 
aides-de-camp and some of his officers. Dr. Craik 
dressing his wounds, and Washington attending 
him with faithful assiduity. Bniddock was still 
able to give orders, and had a faint hope of being 
able to keep possession of the ground until rein- 
forced. Most of the men were stationed iu a 
very advantageous spot about two hundred yards 
from the road ; and Lieutenant-colonel Burton 
posted out small parties and sentinels. Befora 
hour had elapsed most of the men had 
Beincr thus deserted, Braddock and 
continued their retreat ; he would ha 
kid horsey but was unable, and had to 
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by soldiers, Orme and Morris were placed on 
litters borne by horses. Tliey were subsequently 
joined by Colonel Gage witb eighty men whom 
he had rallied. 

Washinglon, JD the mean lime, notwithstanding 
Lis weak state, being found most efficient in fron- 
tier service, was sent to Colonel Dunbar's camp, 
fbrty miles distant, with orders fur him to hurry 
forward prorisions, hospital stores, and wagons 
for the wounded, iiuder llie escort of two grena- 
dier companies. It was a hard and a melancholy 
ride throughoat the night and the following day. 
The tidings of the defeat preceded him, borne by 
the wagoners, who bad mounted their hoi'ses, on 
Braddock's fall, and tied fram the field of battle. 
They had anived, haggard, at Dunbar's camp at 
mid-day; the Indian yells still ringing in their 
ears. " All was lost ! " they cried. " Braddock 
was killed I They had seen wounded oJRcera 
borne off from the field ill bloody sheets ! The 
troops were all cut to pieces ! " A panic fell 
upon the camp. Tlie drums beat to arms. Many 
of the soldiers, wagoners, and attendants, took to 
flight ; but moat of them were forced back by the 

Washington arrived at the camp in the even- 
ing, and found the agitation still prevailing. The 
which he brought were executed iJuring 
a night, and he was in the saddle early in the 
'^ \ . eanvoy of supplies, 
t'disfa plantation, 'iMndrteen miles olf. he 
t-Gnge and hisBcaniyH^^^orling Braddoc 
"». wounded DiBcen 
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a 8nd nMiiiiiint of the Virgiiiia light horse still ae 
compaiiied the «;enenil as his guard. The d^ 
tain had hi'en iiini'inittiiig in his atteDtioDS to him 
durintr the rt>tiviit. There was a halt of one day at 
Dunbar's camp for the repose and relief of the 
wountUnl. On the 13th they resumed their mel- 
ancholy march, and that night reached the Great 
Meadows. 

The proud spirit of Braddock was broken by 
his d(*r(?at. lie remained silent the first evening 
after the battle, only ejaculating at night, ** Who 
would have thought it ! " He was equally silent 
the following day ; yet hope still seemed to linger 
in his breast, from another ejaculation : *' We 
shall better know how to deal with them another 
time ! " ^ 

He was grateful for the attentions paid to him 
by Captain Stewart and Washington, and more 
than oncis it is said, expressed his admiration of 
tlio gallantry displayed by the Virginians in the 
action. It is said, moreover, that in his last 
moments, he apologized to Washington for the 
petulance with which he had rejected his advice, 
and bequeathed to him his favoi*ite charger and 
liis faithful servant, Bishop, who had helped to 
convev him from the field. 

Some of these facts, it is true, rest on tradition, 

1 Captain Orni?, who gave these particalars to Dr, Frank- 
lin, sayn that Bnuldock " died a fe\v minutes after." This, 
according to his account, was on the second day; whereas, 
the general survived upwards of four days. Ornie, bein(|^ 
conveyed on a litter at some distance from the geaeial, 
3ould only speak of his moods from hearsay. 
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yet we are willing to believe them, as they impart 
a gleam of just and generous fetiling to his clos- 
ing scene. lie died on the night of the 13tii, at 
the Great Meadows, the place of Washington's 
discomfiture in the previous year. His obsequies 
were performed before break of day. The chap- 
lain having been wounded; Washington rea<l the 
funeral service. All was done in sadness, and 
without parade, so as not to attract the atten- 
tion of lurking savages, who might discover and 
outrage his grave. It is doubtful even whether 
a volley was fired over it, that last military honor 
which he had recently paid to the remains of an 
Indian warrior. The place of his sepulture, how- 
ever, is still known, and pointed out. 

Reproach spared him not, even when in his 
grave. The failure of the expedition was attrib- 
uted, both in England and America, to his obsti- 
nacy, his technical pedantry, and his militarj con- 
ceit. He had been continually warned to be on 
his guard against ambush and surprise, bat with- 
out avail. Had he taken the advice urged oa 
him by Washington and others, to employ sooaU 
ing parties of Indians and rangers, he woold 
never have been so signally surprised and d^ 
feated. 

Still his dauntless conduct on the field of batt 
shows him to have been a man of fearless spiri 
and he was universally allowed to be an accot 
plished disciplinarian. His melancholy end, tOi 
disarms censure of its asperity. Whatever nci^^ 
have been his faults and errors, he in a ™Ri^vx^ 
expiated them by the hardest lot that can befii^^^ 
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brave loMier, ambitioua of renown — on unhMH 
orud grave in a strange land ; a memory douded 
by iniBrurtuni) and a name forever coupled with 
dufeut. ■ 



In narrating theeipeditionarBraddock, ire lisve freqaenllr 
cittKl tlia Journal) of Captain Orme ani! of tite "SeamsD'a 
Ualauluiiuut.'' Tlie; wera procured in England bv Iha Hon. 
JmDIili R. Ingereoll, wliile Kliniat«r it the Court of St. Jama* 
and Ti'Gantljr publiahed by tbe Ilistaricat Society of Fannayl- 
vaiila, tAi\j editeil and illustrated witb an admirable IdItd- 
ductory MenuHr by Wiathrop Sargeat, Esq., member of that 
•odil}'. 
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JHE obsequiea of the unforliinale Brad- 
i\o<ik being fitiislied, the escort conlinned 

its retrtat with the sick nrid wounded. 

Wusliiiiglun, assisted by Dr. Cruik, walcljed wilh 
Bssiduiiy orer his comrades, Ornie and Morris. 
As th& hcirses whiah bot« their litters weH> iiedHy 
knocked up. he diapntclmd measeagera lo the com- 
mander of Fort Cumberland requesting ihiit olhera 
might be sent mi, and llint comfortable quarteig 
might be prepared for the receptioii of those 
ofBcere. 

On the 17th, the sad cavalcade i^ached the 
fort, and were relieved from the incessant appre- 
lienaion of pursuit. Here, too, flying reports had 
preceded them, brought by fugliivea from the 
battle ; who, with the disposition usual in such 
I exiiggerate, had represented the whiile 
army as niassaiired. Fearing these reports might 
reach home, aticl aSbet his fumily, Wiishiuglon wiiile. 




CHAPTER XVIII. 

CoalB of Campaigaing. — MBssnres Tor Public Sift^. — 
Washington in Command. — Heaii-ijuarters at Winchmter. 
~ Loid Fairfax and big Troop of Hone. — Indian RavagtB. 
— Panic at Wincbeater. — Cause of [he Alarm. — Op«n- 
tions elsewhere. — Shirley against Niajtara. — Jobnaoii 
against Crown Point. — Affair it Lake tieorge. — Death of 
Dieskau. 

l?tf^ASIITNGTON arrived at Mount Vernon 

»ffvaj on the 2Gtb of July, siill in feeble con- 
juoiill (lilion from liis long illness. His cani- 
paigiiiiig, thus fur, had trenched upon his private 
foriune, atiu impaired one of the best of coiiati' 

In a letier to his brother Augtisline, then a 
member o( Assembly at WiUiamsburg, he caste 
lip the result of his frontier experience, " I was 
employed," lie writes, "to go a journey in the 
winter, when I believe few or none would have 
undertaken it, and what did I get by it ? — my 
expenses borne I I v^a3 then appointed, with 
trifling pny, to conduct a handful of men to the 
Ohio. What did [ get ! 
putting myself to a con-idei iible • 
equipping and provldin 
paign, I went ov 
all 1 Came in, and 1 
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from me, or, in other words, niy coniiiiniid re- 
daccd, under pi'utense of nn order from home 
(Euginnd). I then went out a voluntttr with 
Greiierol Uriiddofk, and lost nil my borges, atid 
maiij other things. But this being a voluntary 
act, 1 ougbt not lo have mentioned it; nor should 
I have done it, were it not to show that I have 
been, od the losing order ever aiiice I entered the 
Hervice, wliich is now nearly two yeiirs." 

What a striking lesson is furnished by this 
brief summary ! How little waa he aware of 
the vast iidviiiitages he was acquiring in this 
school of bitter experieoce I " In the hauil of 
Heaven he stood," to be shaped and traiued for 
its great purpose ; and every trial and vicissitude 
of his early lil'e but fitted hiiu to cape with one 
or other of (he varied and multifarious duties of 
his future destiny. 

But though under the saddening influence of 
debility and dcfetit, he might count the cost of 
hia campaigning, the martial spirit still burned 
witliin him. Uia connectioo with the army it is 
true, had ceased at the death of Braddock, but 
* hia military duties continued as adjutant-general 
of the northern division of the province, and lie 
t immediately issued orders for tlie county lieuten- 
\ luits lo held the militia in riinliiicss for parade 
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cursions both of French and Indians were appre- 
hended ; and volunteer companies began to form, 
for the purpose of marching across the mountains 
to the scene of danger. It was intimated to 
Washington that his services would again be 
wanted on the frontier. He declared instantly 
that he was ready to serve his country to the 
extent of his powers ; but never on the same 
terms as heretofore. 

On the 4th of August, Governor Dinwiddie 
convened the Assembly to devise measures for 
the public safety. The sense of danger had 
quickened the slow patriotism of the burgesses ; 
they no longer held back supplies; forty thou- 
sand pounds were promptly voted, and orders 
issued for the raising of a regiment of one thou- 
sand men. 

Washington's friends urged him to present him- 
self at Williamsburg as a candidate for the 
command ; they were confident of his success, 
notwilhstandino: that stronor interest was makins 
for the governor's favorite, Colonel Innes. 

With mingled modesty and pride, Washington 
declined to be a solicitor. The only terms, he 
said, on which he would accept a command, were 
a certainty as to rank and emoluments, a right to 
appoint his field-officers, and the supply of a 
sufficient military chest ; but to solicit the com- 
mand, and, at the same time, to make stipulations, 
would be a little incongruous, and carry with it 
the face of self-sufficiency. " If," added he, ** the 
command should be offered to me, the caa^ 
then be altered, as I should be at li »'-'"*- 
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)u, and my email expe- 



Btaich objections aa n 

^BlfenCe, have poiuied o 

* Wtile ibis was iu agitalion, he received letters 
from his mulher, again imploriug him not to risk 
himself ID these frontier wam. His answer was 
characteristic, bitiiiiling Ihe filial deference with 
which he was nccusturoed from childhood to treat 
her, with a calm patriotism of the Roman stamp. 
*- Honored Madiim ; If it is in my power to 
Avoid going lo the Ohio again, I shall ; but if 
the committiil is pressed upon me by the general 
voice of the country, and offered upon such terms 
as cannot be objected against, it would reflect dis- 
honor on me to refuse it ; and that, I am sure, 
mnst, and ought, 10 give you greater nneasiness, 
tlian my going in an honorable command. Upon 
no other terms will I accept it. At present T 
have no proiiocals made lo me, nor have I any 
Hdvice of such aa iuleulioii, except from private 

On llie very d»y thnt this letter was dispatched 
g 14), he received intelligence of hia appoint- 
t to the command on the terms specified in 
etters to hie friends. His commission uoni~ 
lit liim commiiiider-inMjhief of all the forces 
d. or to be raised in the colony. The As- 
)ly kIso viiled ihree hundred pounds to him, 
pro["iir. ■ - .1 • ! I !■■ other officers, and 
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Aiulrvn' Lrn'i^ The former, it will be reco>- 
lecK-vl. linil been with liim in the unfortunate 
affair iit i)ie Great Meadows ; bis advance in 
rank shows ibat bis conduet bad been merilo- 

The appointment of Washington to bie present 
»tatii>n WHS the more gralifviiig and honorable 
■'riiin U'iuj; a [Hipular one, made in deference to 
publie xeiitimenl : to which Governor Dinwiddle 
waM ubli^Hl to jui'ridce his strung inclination in 
Ikvor of Cdkmt'l Iniies. It is thought that the 
pwvenior never ntlerwanls regarded Waahingtoa 
wiib a friendly eve. Uis conduct towards him 
^uh^equenilr was on various occasions cold and 
uiitrnu'ious.' 

It is n-ortl>y of note that the earl^ popularitj 
of Waslilnglon was iiot the result of brilliant 
ncliieveiiieuts nor signal success; on the contrarj, 
it T\xv among trials nnd reverses, and maj almost 
111' ^aid l<> hiive been the fruit of defeats. It re- * 
iiviins ati honorable tcsliiDOiiy of Virginian intel- 
li^fiii'e. tlint the sterling, enduring, but undazzUug 
iliinliiicsuf Wushington weru thus early discerned 
and uppreeiatcil. though only heriilded by inisfbr> 
tunes. The a<linirable manner in which he I ~ 



ud^ 

dl^ 



the sagacity and practical wir^doai he bad 
pliiyed on all ociMsions, were iiniversally acknowU 
edged; and it was observed tlitit, had his Qiodest 
counscb been ndopted by the niifortuDst 
dock, a totally different resultj 
tended the late caiopaigik 
1 Sparks' Wridngt ^ 



I 



IN COM:aAND. 227 

of this high uppremtion of Lis 
merits occurs in a sermon preiclied on tlie 17lii 
of August by the Kev. S»rauel DiLvis, -wherein 
he cites him iis " that lieroic yoiilh, Colonel WhsIi- 
iiigton, whom I cannot but kopt Prooidence hat 
hitherto prewrved in go tir/nal a manner for some 
imporiant service to his eounby.'" The expressions 
at the wiirihy ciergyrnun may have been deemed 
<0alhusiiistic itt the time ; viewed in connection 
witli subsequent events they appear almost pri>> 
phMio. 

Hiiving held a conference with Governor Diii- 
widdie at Williamsburg, nnd received his in- 
Btruclions, Washington repaired, on the 14Lh of 
September, to Winchester, where he fixed hia 
hesd-quarterB. It was a place as yet of tritliiig 
magnuude, but important from its position; being 
H central point where the main roads met, leading 
from north to soulh, and east to west, and com- 
maudiiig the ehaiinels of tnifflt; and communication 
between some of the most important colonies and 

great extt^nt of frontier. 

Here he was brought into frequent and cordial 
"ih his old fi'iend Lord Fairfrtx. 
li^id revived a spark of that 
: animated the veteran nobleman 

tluj days of his youth, when nn officer in the 
' ' ' ni.-^ IT- was lord- 
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* 

was for a fox chase. The arrival of Washington 
frequently brought the old nobleman to Winchester 
to aid the young commander with his counsels or 
his sword. 

His services were soon put in requisition. 
Washington, having visited the frontier posts, 
established recruiting places, and taken other 
measures of security, had set off for Williamsburg 
on military business, when an express arrived at 
Winchester from Colonel Stephen, who com- 
manded at Fort Cumberland, giving the alarm 
that a body of Indians were ravaging the country, 
burning the houses, and slaughtering the inhab- 
itants. The express was instantly forwarded 
after Washington; in the mean time, Lord Fair- 
fax sent out orders for the militia of Fairfax and 
Prince William counties to arm and hasten to the 
defense of Winchester, where all was confusion 
and affriorht. One fearful account followed another* 
The whole country beyond it was said to be at 
the mercy of the savages. They had blockaded 
the rangers in the little fortresses or outposts pro- 
vided for the protection of neighborhoods. l%ej 
were advancing upon Winchester with fire, tom-i 
ahavvk, and scalping-knife. The country pe(q[ils 
were flocking into the town for safety ^— the towmih 
people were moving off to the settlements beyond 
the Blue Ridge. The beautiful valley of the 
Shenandoah was likely to become a scene of 
savage desolation. 

In the height of the confusion Washington 
rode into the town. He had been overtaken I 
Colo/iel Stephen's express. His presence ins{>ir 
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seine degree of confidence, and he succeeded in 
stopping most of the fugitives. He would have 
taken the field at once against the savages, believ- 
ing their numbers to be few ; but not more thaa 
twenty-five of the militia could be mustered for 
the service. The rest refused to stir — they 
would rather die with their wives and children. 

Expresses were sent off to hurry up the militia 
ordered out by Lord Fairfax. Scouts were or- 
dered out to discover the number of the foe, and 
convey assurances of succor to the rangers said 
to be blocked up in the fortresses, though Wash- 
ington suspected the latter to be " more encom- 
passed by fear than by the enemy.'* Smiths were 
set to work to furbish up and repair such fire- 
arms as were in the place, and wagons were sent 
off for musket balls, flints, and provisions. 

Instead, however, of animated cooperation, 
Washington was encountered by difficulties at 
every step. The wagons in question had to be 
impressed, and the wagoners compelled by force 
to assist " No orders," writes he, " are obeyed, 
but such as a party of soldiers or my own drawn 
sword enforces. Without this, not a single horse, 
for the most earnest occasion, can be had — to 
such a pitch has the insolence of these people ar- 
rived, by having every point hitherto submitted 
to them. However, I have given up none, where 
His Mnjesty's service requires the contrary, and 
where my proceedings are justified by my instruc- 
tions; nor will T, unless they execute what they 
threaten — that is, blow out our brains." 

One is tempted to smile at this. tirade about tb^ 
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. " insolence of ihe people," and this seal for " Hi» 
Majesty's serfjce," on the part of Washington ; 
but he was as yet a young man anil a young of- 
fii'er ; loyal to his sovereign, and with high DOlionH 
of miliinry authority, which he bad acquired in 
Ihe camp of Braddock. 

What lie thus terms insolence was the dawning 
spirit of independence, which he was aflerwartU 
the foremost to cherish and pi^mote ; and wbi<^, 
in the present instance, had been provoked by the 
rough treatment from ihe military, which the 
wagoners and others of the yeomanry bad ex- 
perienced when employed in 'Braddock's campaign, 
and by the neglect to pay them for their services. 
Much of Washington's difflcnities also arose, doubt- 
lessly, from the inefficiency of the mililary laws, 
for Jill amendment of which he had in vain made 
repeated applications to Governor Dinwiddie. 

In the ine:in lime the panic and confusion in- 
creased. On Sunday an express hurried into 
town, brenlhless wilh haste and terror. The In- 
diana, he said, were but twelve miles off; the; 
hiid attacked the house of Isaac Julian ; the in- 
liahihtnts were flying for their lives. Waahioglon 
immediutcly ordered the town guardfi to be 
atningthened ; nrme<l some reornlli who hvA jtiat 
arrived, and sent out two scoiiis 
the enemy. Tt was a sleepless night in n'iuchcste 
Horror itiereased with thed«"'n; I 
could be paraded a second express a*"! 
times more terrified than the foi'me 
dinns were wiihjn four miles nf ll 
and destroying all belbre (hem. ■ 
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IAe conslapt tiring of llie savages and the, shrieks 
bf their viclims. 
The terror of Winchester now passed all 
boundB. WuBhington put Eiimself at the head of 
about fortj men, militia and reci'uits, and pushed 

for tlie scene of carnegs. 

^^ The reaiiit is almost too ludicrous for record. 
^B'The whole cau^e of the alsirm proved to be three 
^VSi'unken troopers, carousing, halloning, uttering 
^^'liie most unheard of imprecalioiis, and ever and 
Biioti firing off their pistols, Washington intor- 
rupled them in the midst of their revel and hlas- 
phemy, and conducted them prisouere to town. 
The reported attack □[> tlie house of Isaac Ju- 
u proved equally an ateurd cxaggerutlon. The 
Ceroeious party of Icidians turned out to be a mu- 

I ft negro in quest of cattle. They had 

II by a child of Julian, who alarmed 
3 father, who alarmed tlie ueighlwirhood. 
" These eircumslances," says Washington, " ehow 

[ a panic prevails among the people ; bow 

.1 they are all Hlnrmed at the most usual and 

SiBlomiiry cries ; and yet liow impossible it is to 

"gel tliera to act iu any respect for their common 

They certainly present a lively picture of the 
^(nverisli slate of a frontier cijmiiLiiiiLiy. hourly in 
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found the road across the Blue Ridge obstmcted 

bj crowds of people dyiog Tor (heir lives, whom 
he endeavored in vain to slop. They declared 
that Winchester was in flames 1 

At length ihe band of Indians, whose rarnges 
had produced this consternatioD (brougliout the 
land, and whose nnmbers did not exceed otie hun- 
dred and fiCiy, being Hatiated with caniage, con- 
flagration, and plii[ider, retreated, bearing off Spoils 
and CHpiivea. Intelligent scouts sent out t^ 
Washington, followed their traces, and brought 
back certain intelligence that Ihey had recrossed 
the Alleghany Itlouiitains and returned to their 
homes on the Ohio. This report allayed the pob- 
lic panic and I'estored temporary quiet to the 
Imrasfted frontier. 

Most of the Indians engaved in these ravages 
were Delawares and Shawneen, who, since Brad- 
dock's defeat, hiid been gained over by li.e French. 
A. principal instigator was aaid to be Washington's 
o^:d ncqiiiiintimce. Shengi.*, and a reward was of- 
fered for his head, 

Scarooyadi, successor lo the half-king, remained 
true lo the English, and vindicated his people to 
the Governor and Council of Peniifylviinia from 
the charge of liaving hiid any share in the iaia 
niiissncres. As to ilie defeat at the Monongnhetn.,! 
" it was owing," he said, " to the pride nnd iga^Ji 
ranee of that great general (Bi-addock) that G«UGfl 
fi'om England. He is now dead; but he W «^M 
bad man when he was alive. He looked I^^H 
us as dogs, and would never hear snythii ~ ''^^^ 
was said lo him. We often eiideavoi™' ' 
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|l in, and tell him of the danger he was in vrilh 
{jbfi Boldiurs ; but lie uuver appeared pleased whh 
I, and tliut was tlie reason tlint a great many of 

riora left him." ' 
Soaroojadi was ready with his warriora to lake 
' a hatchet again with their English brolliers 
it the Fi-en(!h. " Let ua unite our streiigili," 
iwid he ; " you are numerouii, ttiid all the English 
irernon) along your eea-ehore can raise men 
lugh ; hut dun't let those that come from over 
e great seas be coiicerLied any more. T/ief/ are 
WnJU to fight in the tcoods. Let ks go ourselves — 
came out of this ground." 
le felt moie strongly than Washington the 
ice, Ht this trying juneliire, pf securing 
e Bsaistanco of these forest warriors. " It ia in 
r power," wiid lie, " tt) be of infinite use to ua ; 
without Indians, we shall never he nbla to 
a wilh these cruel foes to our country."' 
iVttshington htid now time to inform himself 
r ihe fate of the other enterprises included in 
r's pliin of military operalions. We shall 
kiefly dispose of lliem, for the sake of carrying 
n the genentl mni'se of events. The history of 
■ "ngtnn is linked will) l.he iiislory ol the col 
Tlio defent of Umldock paralyzed the ex- 
>n agoicisl Niagnrii. M..ny :■( G.:-i^nil Rliir- 
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m§i ted /'^'"^ ^^ ^^ °®*'' *^® 

^if^^ '^'Zfore Shirley was in force at 
/^"^"r A*'^'"^ tfnB lo^^ ^^ buildin*? boats for 



^i^^'^\^fore Shirley was in force at 

^"^^ ^^^f^ w»B lost in building boats for 

^JmtkV.'"' '^tori^ «^^ ^^^^ ^^"^^ ensued ; then 



fko ^**^ 7iW/ incapacity in the general com- 

fii'Mfi^^' y^f of impediments. Deferring tlie 

pkf*^ q( the enterprise until the following 

'^^^^chirlev returned to Albany with the main 

/** ' f his forces in October, leaving about seven 

h* dred men to garrison the fortifications he had 

commenced at Oswego. 

To General William Johnson, it will be recol- 
lected, had been confided the expedition against 
CSrowu Point, on Lake Champlain. Preparations 
were made for it in Albany, whence the troops 
were to march, and the artillery, ammunition, and 
stores to be conveyed up tlie Hudson to the car- 
rying-place between that river and Lake St. Sac- 
rament, as it was termed by the French, but Lake 
George, as Johnson named it, in honor of his 
sovereign. At the carrying- pi ace a fort was com- 
menced, subsequently called Fort Edward. Part 
of the troops remained under General Lyman, to 
complete and garrison it ; the main force pro- 
ceeded under General Johnson to Lake George, 
the plan being to descend that lake to its outlet 
at 'ri(!onderoga, in Lake Champlain. Having to 
attend the arrival of bateaux forwarded for the 
purpose from Albany by the carrying-place, John- 
son encamped at the south end of the lake. He 
had with him between five and six tliousand 
troops of New York and New England, and a 
host of IMohawk warriors, loyally devoted to him. 
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It 80 linppened lliat a Frencb force of upivnrds 
of thi'ee tliousaiid men, under liie Biirou de Dies- 
kau, Hu old geiiernl of high rupiitHiiou, liad re- 
cenily arrived sX Quebec, deatiued ngaiiist Oswego. 
Tlie bHn)n hud proceeded to Moiilreiil, aud sent 
forwaiil l)ieni« Beven hundred of his Iruopa, when 
news arrived of the KTiaj gntherjitg oa Lalie 
George for the atlHck on Crown Point, perhaps 
for an inroad into CaiindH. Tim public were in 
con stern tttioD ; yielding ta [heir iniporlumties, the 
baron look post al Crown Poiiit for ils defense. 
Beside his regular troops, he bad with him eight 
liuiidreil CHnadiuii^, nud seven hundred Indiana 
of difierent tribes. Tiie latter were under the 
general command of th& Cbevnlter Legardeur de 
Si. Pierre, the veteran officer to whom Wasbing- 
ion had delivered ihe diapaldies of Governor 
Dinwiddle on his diplomatic mission to the fron- 
tier. The cbevalitir was a man of great iiiHuenoe 
among the Indians. 

In ilie mean lime Johnson remained encamped 
lit the south end of Lake George, awaiting iha niw 
rival of bis bateaux. The camp whs protoeli 
in the rear by the lake, in front by a bulw 
felled trees; and was flauked hy thickl- 

On llie 7[h of September. lUa lot 
lii-oiight wool that ihey had rfiaoav 
large I'ouds made llirongli the foreslB 
EdwHiil. An attack nn iliei p»U 
liended. Adams, a linrdj wagoner, 
with orders to llie commander to 
troops within llie works. About ta 
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Witliiti two 
fire of muBkoli 
tliree or four ni. 
Tlie ilrums beal 



WBS evi.ienlly retn 
with three hiindn-p 
The breastwork ot 
lienvy cutiiion were ii 
fi-tint. A riiimber of 

III a short time fu>: 
Hrice ; lirst singly, then . 
fu^in, with R rattling lii 
horrible Iiiilinn war-wlioi, 
upon I he camp, espeeii. 
emer;;e(l from the forest in 
tlie Bitron Dieakiiii, the j^. 
Crown Point. H.id nil 
iH himself, the camp m: 
asi^ault ; but the Cttnadiiuu 
po:<ted themselves behind 
llghtiitg. 

The baron was 



traei^ 
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surprise the camp. In the encounter ^'ith the 
detachment under Williams, the brave Chevalier 
Legardeur de St. Pierre lost his life. On the 
part of the Americans, Hendrick, a famous old 
Mokawk sachem, grand ally of Greneral Johnson, 
was slain. 

Johnson himself received a slight wound early 
in the action, and retired to his tent. He did 
not follow up the victory as he should have done, 
alleging that, it was first necessary to build a 
strong fort at his encampment, by way of keeping 
up a communication with Albany, and by the 
time this was completed, it would be too late to 
advance against Crown Point. He accordingly 
erected a stockaded fort, wliich received the name 
of William Henry ; and having garrisoned it, 
returned to Albany. His services, although they 
gained him no laurel-wreath, were rewarded by 
government with five thousand pounds, and a 
baronetcy ; and he was made Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs.^ 



1 Johnson's Letter to the Colonial Govemore, Sept 9th, 
1753. LoncUm Mag, 1755, p. 544. Holmes* Am, Aainak 
roL ii. p. 63. 4th ed. 1829. 




CHAPTER XIS. 



Reform in tho Mililiu Laws. — DiBciplino a( Iha Troops.— 
Dagwortti}' and tlie Question of Precedence. — WaahinR^ 
Ion's Joumayto Boston. — Style of Trnvolling. — Confer- 
ence with Shirley. - Tlia Earl ofLotirtoiin. — Military Bale 
for Ibe Coloniea. — Waahlngtoa at New Tork. — Mias Mary 
Philipse. 

e««ia|ORTrFYING experience had conybced 
E^M 3| WH.Hliiugton of tlie iiieilicieNcy of ihe 
W.*ijfl.^ militiit Ihws, iiiid he now sel about ef- 
lecliiig a reforamtion. Through, hia gi^eflt and 
peraeveriiig effortB, on act was passed in tlie Vir- 
ginia Legislature giving prompt operAtion to 
court B-martinl ; punishing insubordination, mutiny, 
tind ileserliou with ade'quate severity ; eti'ength- 
ening the authority of a commander, so ns (o en- 
able liim to enrorce order and disdpline among 
officers as well as privates ; and to avail himeel^ 
in time of emergency, and for the common safety, 
uf the means and services of individuals. 

This beitig effected, he proceeded to fill up hia 
companies, and to enforce this newly defined ku- 
thority within hia camp. All gamiDg, ^ " 
quarreling, swearing ,aEid e' 
prohibited under severe pQflHllteq 

In disciplining his i 
not merely in ordinary b 
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mil the strategy of Indian warfare, and what is 
called ** bush-fightiug,'* — a knowledge indispen- 
^ sable in the wild wars of the wilderness. Stock- 

aded forts, too, were constructed at various points, 
as places of refuge and defense, in exposed neigh- 
borhoods. Under shelter of these, the inhabit 
ants began to return to their deserted homes. A 
shorter and better road, also, was opened by him 
between Winchester and Cumberland, for the 
transmission of reinforcements and supplies. 

His exertions, however, were impeded by one of 
those questions of precedence, which had so often 
aiuioyed him, arising from the difference between 
crown and provincial commissions. Maryland 
having by a scanty appropriation raised a small 
militia force, stationed Captain Dagworthy, with 
a company of -thirty men, at Fort Cumberland, 
which stood within the boundaries of that prov- 
ince. Dagworthy had served in Canada in the 
preceding war, and had received a king's com- 
mission. Til is he had since commuted for half- 
pay, and, of course, had virtually parted with its 
privileges. He was nothing more, therefore, than 
a Maryland provincial captain, at the head. of thirty- 
men. He now, however, assumed to act under 
his royal commission, and refused to obey the 
orders of any officer, however high his rank, who 
inert'ly held his conimission from a governor. 
Nnv, when Governor, or rather Colonel Innes, 
who i-oinnmnded at the fort, was called away to 
Nortli ('urolina by his private affairs, the captain 
took upon himself the command, and insisted 
upon it as his right. 
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Parties instantly arose, and quarrels ensued 
among the inferior officers ; grave questions were 
agitated between the governors of Maryland and 
Virginia, as to the fort itself; the former claim- 
ing it as within his province, the latter insisting 
that, as it had been built according to orders sent 
by the king, it was the king's fort, and could not 
be subject to the authority of Maryland. 

Washington refrained from mingling in this 
dispute ; but intimated that if the commander-in- 
chief of the forces of Virginia must yield pre^ 
cedence to a Maryland captain of thirty men, he 
should have to resign his commission, as he had 
been compelled to do before, by a question of 
military rank. 

So difficult was it, however, to settle these dis- 
putes of precedence, especially where the claims 
of two governors came in collision, that it was 
determined to refer the matter to Major-general 
Shirley, who had succeeded Braddock in the gen- 
eral command of the colonies. For this purpose 
Washington was to go to Boston, obtain a de- 
cision from Shirley of the point in dispute, and 
a general regulation, by which these difficulties 
could be prevented in future. It was thought, 
also, tliat in a conference with the commander-in- 
chief he might inform himself of the military 
measures in contemplation. 

Accordingly, on the 4th of February (1756), 
leaving Colonel Adam Stephen in command of the 
troops, Wa>hinjj;ton set out on his mission, ac- 
companied by his aid-de-camp. Captain George 
Mercer of Virginia, and Captain Stewart of the 

VOL. I. 16 
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Virginia light horse ; the officer who had taken 
care of General Braddock in his last moments. 

In those days the conveniences of travelling, 
even between our main cities, were few, and the 
roads execrable. The party, therefore, travelled 
in Virginia style, on horseback, attended by their 
black servants in livery.^ In this way they ac- 
complished a journey of five hundred miles in the 
depth of winter, stopping for some days at Phil- 
adelpliia and New York. Those cities were then 
comparatively small, and the arrival of a party of 
young Southern officers attracted attention. The 

1 We have hitherto treated of Washington in his campaigna 
in the wilderness, frugal and scanty in his equipments, often, 
very probably, in little better than hunter's garb. His pres- 
ent excursion ^rough some of the Atlantic cities presents 
him in a different aspect. His recent intercourse with young 
British officers had probably elevated his notions as to style 
in dress and appearance ; at least we are inclined to suspect 
so from the following aristocratical order for clothes, sent 
shortly before the time in question, to his correspondent in 
London. 

"2 complete livery suits for servants; with a spare cloak, 
all other necessary trimmings for two suits more. I would 
have you choose the livery by our arms, only as the field of 
the arms is white, I think the clothes had better not be quite 
so, but nearly like the inclosed. The trimmings and facings 
of scarlet, and a scarlet waistcoat. If livery lace is not quite 
disused, I should be glad to have the cloaks laced. I like 
lliat fashion best, and two silver-laced hats for the above ser- 
vants. 

" 1 set of horse furniture, with livery lace, with the Wash- 
ington crest on the housings, &c. The cloak to be of tht 
same piece and -color of the clothes. 

"3 gold and scarlet sword-knots. 3 silver and Um %k.. .^ 
1 fashionable guld-laced hat." 
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late disastrous battle was still the theme of every 
tongue, and the honorable way in which these 
young officers had acquitted themselves in it, 
made them objects of universal interest. Wash- 
ington's fame, especially, had gone before him, 
having been spread by the officers who had served 
with him, and by the public honors decreed him 
by the Yirginia Legislature. " Your name," wrote 
his former fellow-campaigner, Gist, in a letter 
dated in the preceding autumn, " is more talked of 
in Philadelphia than that of any other person in 
the army, and everybody seems willing to ven- 
ture under your command.** 

With these prepossessions in his favor, when 
we consider Washington's noble person and de- 
meanor, his consummate horsemanship, the ad- 
mirable horses he was accustomed to ride, and 
ttie aristocratical style of his equipments, we may 
imagine the effijct produced by himself and his 
little cavalcade, as they clattered through the 
streets of Philadel|?hia, and New York, and Bos- 
ton. It is needless to say, their sojourn in each 
city was a continual fete. 

The mission to General Shirley was entirely 
successful as to the question of rank. A written 
order from the commander-in-chief determined 
that Dagworthy was entitled to the rank of a 
provincial captain only, and, of course, must on 
all occasions give precedence to Colonel Wash- 
ington, as a provincial field-officer. The latter 
was disappointed, however, in the hope of getting 
<i hifl nfficers put upon the regular 

' fi'om the king, 
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and liud to reniftin siibjecied to mortifying ques- 
tions of niuk tind eiiqiielle, when serving in ooin* 
paiiy ivilli regulur troops. 

From Geneml Sliii'ley lio learnt that the main 
objects of the ensuing campaigtt would be the re- 
duclioii of Fort Nirtgara, so aa to cut ofif the com- 
muiiicHlion between CnaadH and Louisiana, the 
capti^r-e of Ticoiideror;a and Crotvn Point, aa a 
measure of safety for New York, the besieging of 
Fort Duquesiie, and tbe menacing of Quebec by 
a boily of troops which were to advance by the 
Kennebec River. 

The official career of General Shirley was 
drawing to a close. Though a man of good 
pans, he had always, until recently, acted id a 
civil capiicity, and proved incompetent to conduct 
military operations. He was recalled to Eng- 
land, and was to be superseded by General Aber> 
cromhie, who was coming out with two regi- 

Tlie general command in aAmerica, however, 
WHS to be held by ihe Earl of Loudoun,, who was 
invested with powers almost eqnal to those of a 
viceroy, being placed above all the colonial gor- 
ei'iJurs. These might claim to be civil and mili- 
tary representatives of their sovereign within 
their respective colonies; but even tliere, were ^ 
bound to defer and yield precedence lo this their 
official superior. This whs part of h plau deT^ieud 
long ago, but now first brought into operation, by . 
which the ministry hoped lo unite the colnuin ^| 
under military rule, and oblige 
magistrates, and people to furnn. 
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povide a geueral rimd subject to the uoiitrul of 
Utia militHfy dictnlor. 

Beside hia geneml comni^nd, the RhH of Lou 
douii WH3 10 be governor of VirgiriTn and colonel 
of a royal Americnn regiment of four liHlIalions, 
lo be rHJHeil ill the colo>iie!>, but fiiniislied witb 
officera who, like himself, had seeu foreign ser- 
.Tice. The campaign would open on bia arrival, 
'hieb, it was expected, would be eni'lj in the 
and brilliHtit results were tin tici paled. 
Wttsliinglon remained ten dnya in Boston, At- 
tending, wiib SKOi iiiierest, the meetingg of the 
Mwjsntibusetts Legislature, in which the pliin of 
mililur; operations whs nbly discussed; and re> 
ceiviug tlie moat hnspilable allentions from the 
piilite and intelligent soeiely of the place, after 
which he retnnieii to New York. 

Tradition gires very different motives from 
those of business for his two sojourns in the lat- 
ter city. He tijiirid there an early friend and 
schoolmate, Beverly BoUlnson, aon of John Rob- 
Speaker of the Virginia Houm of Bur- 
He was living happily and prosperously 
young and weaiihy bride, having married 
one of the nieces and heiresses of Mr. Adolphns 
Philipae, a rich landholder, whose manor-house 
ja etill to be Been on ihe banks of the Hudson, 
[r. Beverly Robinson, where 
guest, he met Misa 
oo-beiress with Mrs. 
personal ailmciioaa 
iled wealth. 
itice of Was 
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ingtoirs early sensibility to female channs. A 
life, however, of constant activity and care, passed 
for the most part in the wilderness and on the 
frontier, far from female society, had left little 
mood or leisure for the indulgence of the tender 
sentiment; but made him more sensible, in the 
present brief interval of gay and social life, to the 
attractions of an elegant woman, brought up in 
tlie polite circle of New York. 

Tiiat he was an open admirer of Miss Phil- 
ipse is an historical fact; that he sought her 
hand, but was refused, is traditional, and not very 
probable. Ilis military rank, his early laurels, 
and distinguished presence, were all calculated to 
win favor in female eyes ; but his sojourn in New 
York was brief; he may have been diffident in 
urging his suit with a lady accustomed to the 
homage of society and surrounded by admirers. 
The most probable version of the story is, that he 
was called away by his public duties before he 
had made sufficient approaches in his siege of the 
lady's heart to warrant a summons to surrender. 
In the latter part of March we find him at Wil- 
liamsburg attending the opening of the Legis- 
lature of Virginia, eager to promote measures for 
the jirotection of the frontier and the capture of 
Kort l)u(|uesne, the leading object of his am- 
bition. Maryland and Pennsylvania were erect- 
ing forts for the defense of their own borders, bat 
Hhovved no disposition to codperate with Yii 
in the field ; and artillery, artiHerymOD^j 
gineers were wanting for an attf 
places. Washington ui^ged, tin 
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mentaltoQ of the provincial forces, and vanons 
improvements iti (he mililjn lawa. 

While ihns eiigaged, he received s letler from 
a friend and cuiifidant in Ni:w York, warning 
him lo haaien back to that city before it was loo 
late, OS Captain Morris, who had been hia fellow 
nid-de-camp under Braddocfc, waB laying close 
giego to Miss Philipse- Slerner alnrma, how- 
ever, summonecl him id another direction. £s- 
presses from "Wiiicheeter brought word tliat the 
French had made another sortie from Fort Dd' 
quesoe, accompanied hy a band of eavnges, and 
were spreading terror and desolation through the 
country. lii this momeiit of exigency all softer 
claims were forgotten ; Washington repaired in 
all haste to his post at Wiuchester, and Captain 
Morris was left to ui^ hia suit unrivaled and 
vAvry oS the prize. 




CHAPTER XX. 

rmtiMe* in rhe Shenandoah Vallev. — Greenway Coort and 

Lonl Fairfax in Panprer. — Alarms at Winchester. 

Wa.-*hin;;roii app'^ak-d to tV,r I*n)tection. — Attacked bj the 
Virpnia Pn>s. — Hrtii..re.l by the Public. — Prrjects fiw 
I>ef».'nsc. — Su::::«'"»tiiins of Washin^jton. — The Gentlemen 
Associators. — fletreat of the Savacres. — Expedition against 
Kittannin^. — Captain Hugh Mercer. — Second Struggk 
through the WildtrQess. 

EPORT had not exaggerated the troab- 
les of the frontier. It was marauded 
hy morcilos-* hands of savages, led in 
some instances hy Ereiiehmen. Travellers were 
murdered, farm-houses burnt down, families butch- 
ered, ami evi'M siocka<led forts, or bouses of ref- 
u«^e. attacked in open day. The marauders had 
crossed the mountains and penetrated the vaUej 
of the Shenandoah ; and sevend persons had fallen 
beneath the tomahawk in the neighborhood of 
Winchester. 

Washin«;ton's old friend, Lord Fairfax, found 
liimself no longer safe in his rural abode. Green- 
way Court was in the midst of a woodland region, 
affording a covert approach for the stealthy say- 
age. I lis lordship was considered a great <dud( 
whose scalp would be an inestimable trophy far 
an Indian warrior. Fears were entertainedy 
therefore, by his friends, that an attempt woald 
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be DMide to surprise him in liis greenwiwd cas- 
tle. His nejjfiew, Colonel Martin, of the miliua, 
who resideil with him, suggested the expediency 
of A removal to the lower settlements, beyond 
the Blue RiiJge. Thtj high-spirited old nobleman 
demurred ; bis heart cleaved to the home which 
he hiid formed for himself in the wilderness. 
" I am an oM man," said he, " and it is of littJe 
iraportfliice whether I fall by the tomahawk or 
die of disease and old nge ; but you are yonng, 
and, it is to be hoped, have many years before 
yon, therefore decide for us both ; my only fear 
is, that if we retire, tlie whole district will break 
np and take to flight ; and this fine country, 
wliich I have been at such cost and trouble to 
improve, will again hecome a wilderness." 

Colon*! Martin tftok but a abort time to de- 
liberat*. He knew the fearless character of hia 
uncle, and perceived what was his iuclination. 
He considered that his lordship had numerous 
retainers, white and black, with hardy huntsmen 
fiiid foresters to rally round him, and that Green- 
way Court was at no grea.t dist.tnee from Win- 
chester; he decid<"l. >'.— f..,-^ ti-.t tltpy should 
remain and abide t! 

WashingtoD, '>ii U'jnclie-^ler, 

found the inhnbit:ii; He n;- 

solved immeiiiftttli ■ . i-rd 

IMirtly of troops v. \'-i 

of militia from W ■■ 

[Yut hiniBelf at it- ' ' 

and sii»(ipptt?d p!;ii 

Tiilleju of this I 

the Indians aoA Uieir r.iMi. 
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He acconlingly dispatched an express to Foft 
Cuml>erlarid with orders for a detachment from 
the garrison ; '* hut how/* s»id he, ^are men to 
be raised at Winchester, since orders are no 
longer regarded in tlie county ? " 

Lord Fairfax, and other militia officers with 
whom he consulted, advised that each captain 
should call a private muster of his men, and read 
before them an address, or '* exhortation " as it 
was Ciilled, lx;ing au appeal to their patriodsm 
and fears, and a summons to assemble on the 
loth of April to enroll themselves for the pn>- 
jected mountain foray. 

This measure was adopted; the private mna- 
terings occurred ; the exhortation was read ; the 
time and place of assemblage appointed ; but, 
when tlie da}' of enrollment arrived, not more 
thiin fifteen men apix^ared upon the ground. In 
the mean time the express returned with sad ac- 
counts from Fort Cumberland. No troops conld 
be furnished from that quarter. The garrison 
was sciircely strong enough for self-defense, hav- 
ing sent out detachments in different directions. 
The express had narrowly escaped with his li^o, 
having been fired upon repeatedly, his horse shot 
under him, and his clothes riddled with buUfitB. 
The roads, he said, were infested by savages; 
none but hunters, who knew how to thread the 
forests at night, could travel with safety. 

Horrors accumulated at Winchester. Bveiy 
hour brought its tale of terror, true or fidae^ of 
houses burnt, families massacred, or beleaguered 
and famishing in stockaded forts. The daogsr 
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•pproached. A scouting party had been at- 
tacked in the Warm Spring Mouutain, about 
twenty miles distant, by a large body of French 
Bnd Indians, mostly on liorseback. The captain 
of ihe scouting party and eeveral of his men had 
been slain, and the rest put to flight, 

An attack on Wiuchester was apprehended, 
and the terrors of the people rose to agony. 
They now turned to Washington as their main 
hope. The women surrounded him, holding up 
their children, and imploring hiiri with tears and 
cries to save them from the eavages. The youth- 
ftil commander looked round on the suppliant 
crowd witli a countenance beaming with pity, and 
a heart wrnng with anguish. A letter to Gov- 
ernor Dinwiddle shows the conflict of his feel- 
ings. " I am too little acquainted with pathetic 
language to attein[)t a description of these peo- 
ple's distrei^ses. But what can I do? I see their 
situation ; I know their danger, and participate 
their sufferings, without haviug it iu my power to 
give them further relief than uncertain promises. " 
— " The supplicating tears of the women, and 
moving petitions of the men, melt me into such 
deadly sorrow, that I solemnly declare, if I know 
my own mind, I could aSac myself a willing sac- 
rifice to the butchering enemy, provided that 
would contribute to the people'; 

studied uloquenoe uf Ihia letter drfl 
from the governor an iiistaul order (< 
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and its officers, and attached blame to its oom 
mander. Stiin<;: to tiie quick by this injustice, 
Washington publicly declared that Dothing but 
the imminent danger of the times prevented him 
from instantly resi<;nina: a command from which 
he could never reap either honor or benefit. His 
siMisitiveness called forth strong letters from his 
friends, assuring liim of the high sense entertained 
at the seat of government, and elsewhere, of his 
merits and services. ''Your good health and for- 
tune are the toast of every table," wrote his early 
friend, Colonel Fairfax, at that time a member of 
the governor s council. " Your endeavors in the 
service and defense of your country must redound 
to your honor." 

''Our hopes, dear George," wrote Mr. Robin- 
son, the Speaker of the House of Burgesses, "are 
all fixed on you for bringing our affairs to a 
happy issue. Consider what fatal consequences 
to your country your resigning the command at 
this time may be, especially as there is no doubt 
most of the officers will follow your example.** 

In fact, the situation and services of the youth- 
ful commander, shut up in a frontier town, desti- 
tute of forct^s, surrounded by savage foes, gal- 
lantly, though despairingly, devoting himself to 
the safety of a suffering people, were properly 
understood throughout the country, and excited a 
glow of enthusiasm in his favor. The Legislature^ 
too, began at length to act, but timidly and ineA- 
ciently. " The country knows her danger,** writes 
one of the members, ** but such is her parsimeil^f 
that she is willing to wait for the rains to W6( 
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powder, atid the rats to eat llie bowstrings of the 
enemy, riUher ttmn aLtompt to drive them from 
her franlieis." 

The lacasiire of relief voted by the Aaserably 

ras an nddilioiml nppropriatioii of tivenly thou* 

vid poiinils, and iiii incrcBBe of the provincial 

I force to fifteen hundred men. With this, it was 

I |irDpasi>it to erect and garrison n. cliain ni' frontier 

I Arts, extending through the ranges of tlie Alle- 

I |[hiiny Mountiiin.i, fmin thi! Putomnc to the bor- 

f ders of North Carolina; h dislnnce of between 

[.three and fottr hundrcil luileii. Thia was one of 

Ihe inconsiderate projects devised by Governor 

DJnwiddie. 

Washington, in leliers lo the governor and to 

the speaker of ibe House of Burgesses, urged the 

impolicy of such a plan, with their actual force 

und mf^ns. The forts, he observed, ought to be 

within fifteen or eighteen miles of each other, 

that their spies might be able lo keep watch over 

Lthe intervening cotinlry, otherwise the Indians 

■■^uld pnas helweeo ilieni onperceived, effect their 

n^vages, and e)>ciipe lo llie monnriiins swamps, and 

''ravines, liefore the troops fnim '!"' "■ ~..!'i! i-.^^. 

semhled tii pursue them. Tlf 
garrisoned with eighty iir a Im 
iilH)rd deiaobiiieuCs of sitlBcii ■ ir 

leaving the gMrrison (on ii-. .. i~ 

are the most stealthy aiitl ,i< ...I 

liirkers; will lie in wait br i 
uipinnll forts of ibe kiml. hhi), ii 
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parties,' and then attack the fort itself. It was 
evident, therefore, observed he, that to garrison 
properly such a line of forts, would require, at 
least, two tiiousand men. And even then, a line 
of such extent might be broken through at one 
end before the other end could yield assistance. 
Feint atUicks, also, might be made at one pointy 
while the real attack was made at another, quite 
distant ; and the country be overrun before its 
widely-posted defenders could be alarmed and 
concentrated. Then must be taken into consid- 
eration the immense cost of building so many 
forts, and the constant and consuming expense of 
supplies and transportation. 

His idea of a defensive plan was to build a 
strong fort at Winchester, the central point, where 
all the main roads met, of a wide range oiF scat- 
tered settlements, where tidings could soonest be 
collected from every quarter, and whence rein- 
forcements and supplies could most readily be 
forwarded. It was to be a grand deposit of mil- 
itary stores, a residence for commanding officers, 
a place of refuge for the women and children in 
time of alarm, when the men had suddenly to 
take the field ; in a word, it was to be the citadel 
of the frontier. 

Besfide this, he would have three or four large 
fortresses erected at convenient distances upon 
the frontiers, with povverful garrisons, so as to be 
able to throw out, in constant succession, strong 
scouting parties, to range the country. Fort 
Cumberland he condemmed as being out of the 
province, and out of the track of Indian incur- 
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Ikiona ; insomuch llmt Ii seldom received an nlnrm 
natil till tbe luiscliief liiid been effected. 
His i-epresentiuioaa with respect (o militur^ 
lUwa and reguUtioi^p were equrtllj cogeni. In 
llie late act of [he Assemblj for raising a regi' 
taent, it was provided that, in cases of eniergcucy, 
if recruits should out uSer in Bufflcient number, 
tliQ militia miglit be cii-iified to supply tlie deli- 
ciencies, but only to serve until December, and 
i< not to be marched out of [be province. In this 
se, said he, before ihej have entered upon ser- 
ir got the least sniuttenng of duty, tliey will 
a discharge ; if they nre pursuing nn eiieiuy 
Bvrho has committed the must unheard-of cruelties, 
3 orily to step across the Potomac, and he is 
Then as to the limits of service, ihey 
night ju8l as easily hare been enlisted (or seveu- 
teen months as aeven. Tliey would then have 
been seasoned as well as disciplined ; " for we Hnd 
^^ by experience," aajs he, " that our poor ragged 
^^^Idiers would kill the moat active militia in 
^^Hve days' marching." 

^V Then, as to punishments : death it ivas Irne, 
had been decreed for mutiny and desertion ; but 
there was no punishment for cowardice ; for hold- 
ing correspoiidence with the enemy; for quittii) 
' sleeping on one's post — nil capital off-- 
Liiccordiug lo the military codes of Europe 
e there provisions for qiiartc 
feti[jg BoUiiei's, or iiApressing woga 
conveyances, in limes of ex" 
onrl-iiiiirlial could sit □ 
ai'rasHing regulation, w 
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or a hundred miles beyond the frontier* He 
earnestly 8u<;gested amendments on all these 
points, as well as with regard to the soldiers' pay; 
which was less than that of the regular troops, 
or the troops of most of the other provinces. 

All these suggestions, showing at tliis youthful 
age that forethought and circumspection which 
distinguished him throughout life, were repeatedly 
and eloquently urged upon Governor Dinwiddie, 
witli very little effect. The plan of a frontier 
line of twenty-three forts was persisted in. Fort 
Cumberland was pertinaciously kept up at a great 
and useless expense of men and money, and the 
militia laws remained lax and inefficient. It was 
decreed, however, that the great central fort at 
Wincliester recommended by Washington, should 
be erected. 

In the height of the alarm, a company of one 
hundred gentlemen, mounted and equipped, volun- 
teered their services to repair to the frontier. 
They were headed by Peyton Randolph, attorney- 
general, a man deservedly popular throughout the 
province. Their offer was gladly accepted. They 
were denominated the '' Gentlemen Associators," 
and great expectations, of course, were entertained 
from iluir gallantry and devotion. They were 
empowered, aUo, to aid with their judgment in 
the selection of places for frontier forts. 

Tlie ** Ge^iitlemen Aj?sociators," like all gentle- 
men associators in similar emer«j!;encie?, turned out 
with great zeal and spirit, and immense popular 
effect, but wasted their fire in preparalion, and on 
the march. Washington, who well understood 
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the ralue of such Rid, obscrveil drjriy iu a letter 
to Governor Diiiwiiidie, ■' I am lieartily glad that 
you have fixed upon iliese geiiilemeii lo point out 
the places for erceling farts, but regret to find 
their moUona so alow." There is no doubt that 
tliey would have eouducted ibeniselves giillaully, 
Lad they been put to [he leal ; but berore they ar- 
rived near tlie seene of danger llio alarm was over. 
About the beginning of May, bcouIs brought in 
nord that the tracks of the marauding savages 
tended toward Fort Duque^ne, as if on the return. 
In a litlle whili' it was as^certained that [hey had 
recrosMid the Alleghany Mountiiiris to the Ohio in 
Buch iiuinberB as to leave a beaten track, equal to 
that made in the preceding year by the army of 
Braddock. 

The i-epealed inroads of the savages called for 
an effectual and permanent check. Tiie idea of 
being cons[an[ly subject to the iiTtiptlons of a 
deadly foe, that moved with stealth and mystery, 
and was only to be traced by its ravages, and 
counted by its footprints, discouraged all settlement 
of the Gouiiliy. The beautiful valley of the 
Shennndotih was fast becoming a deserted and a 
Bik'iit place. Uer people, for the roost part, had 
fled to [be older 8c[lietnei]ts south of tlie moif 
(aIos, a[id the Blue Ridge was likely soon ' 
eonie virtually the froutier line of the f 

We have Co record one signal act of TV 
on the perfidious tribes of Itie Ohio, in 
person whoae name snhsequeutly bemime 
Americfins, was couceroiH]. PriiO(ieT6 
esiiiped frotu the savages reported thai 
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Wii>)iinpiiin> fjiiihless allr, and 
ralli'ii (':i)ii:iiii •lambs were the two beads of tin 
liirsdlr liHiiiK iliat had destolated the fixintier. 
l^liHi itiiv livi'il at Kittaouing, an Indian town, 
mIvmii tni-iy mill's aUn'e Fort Duqnesne; at whidh 
ltd 1 1 Mniiioi> were fitted out for incnrskms, and 
wi.ihii ilirv ivliinKt] m'ith their prisoners and 
} .III II. it : r.'ipbiin Jacobs was a daring fellow, 
fill. I >.Mi)r.! rii }vili>Hi]iX^l forts. *^ He ooold take 
••i.\ t. •:(..* tir s.tiiU ** that would catch fire." 

A *>!•:• ^ iif luit hum] red and eighty proTineudsi 
iii?*.>;iiir I hi: I. iiiiiU'n4ii>k to Surprise and destroy 
!)..> x'l^Hj^T iii>L It was commanded by Golond 
.Vo.ii A. uis!:*ttii£ ; Aiid m'ith him went Dr. Hugh 
XK .\*i ! . ti! Milw\^tjrni renown, who had received 
« ,-..>..•..;;'> o.inunis>i.in fi-oin Peunsjlrania, on the 

\ ...>.\...j^ {>.. \\\> men rapidly, but secretly, 
.«.. u\u\ ilinMiirh forest^ until, after a 

I... i ■,.-,. .«. . .;> maroli. ihov reached the Alle- 

« 

;. nKvv.il:j:hi night when they ar- 
.:.: i«.»:*Kvvi i>i' Kittaxming. They 
.iir «:l!,-«^- bv whoops and yells, 
.:?c- l:n:i.sH i^nim. The warriors 
^ .iii.r ixvj.viis by the triumphant 
A:'. 5 r .N \x i.-S-c The rerel ceased, and 
* ....:«:: .: :^ x> s;.:x:.rs«i here and there in a 
A- .:t.... Titv \x5:\ :r^-i.:i' bv such of the In- 
v:., - ..> >'.::-. ::- .x*^;: at. and were intended 
I.' .• xr .T^' -.:.;• i..*::^ Aniisironir and kit 
l*v .:,.w.i •• ^»u v: A- i rush^"^ v>h 

and ihtf w.-irrk»r> iv asCeep. At 



i . . . « . I «* ;4> 

« . '. . . ! i 

** . ■» i, . -. ;\ 

Aft •'»> la % ^« a 
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wf^tit dowQ, the fires burned low ; all was quiet. 
Armslrong iiovr ronsed his men, some af whom, 
weiiriwl by theii: long, march, had fallen asleep. 
He divided hia forces ; piLrt were to Htlaek the 
iviirrioi-B in the corn-field, part were diepalched to 
the houses, which were dimlj seen by the first 
eireak of day. There was ehurp firing in both 
qnnrtera, Ibi' the Indians, though laken by aurprige, 
I'ought bravely, inspired by the war-whoop of their 
chief, GaptBin Jiicobe. The women and children 
fled to the woods. Several of the provinclali 
were kilted and wounded. Captain Hngh Mercer 
received a wound in the arm, and was taken to 
the top of a hilt. The tierce chieftain, Caplaia 
Jacobs, was besieged in his house, which had port- 
lioles : whence he and his warriors roade bavoo 
nmong the assailants. The adjoining houses were 
Bet on fire. The cliicf was summoned toaurrender 
himai'lf. He replied he waa a man, and would 
not be a prisoner. He was told ho would be 
bimil. Hia reply was, "he would kill four or 
five before he died." The flames and smoke ap- 
proached. "One of the besieged warriors, lo 
show his manliood, began to sing. A squaw at 
ilie same lime was heai'd to cry, bnt was severely 
rebuked by the men." ^ 

In Ihe end, the warriors were driven ont by 
ihe flames ; some escaped, and some were allot. 
Among the laller was Captain Jacobs, and bis 
gigantic son, said lo be 'iv\v\\ fciit high. Fire 
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iintagoiiists. Crown Point and Tioonderogm wen 
visited, and steps taken to strengthen their worio, 
and provide fur their security ; then hastening 
to Muntreal, he put himself at the head of a force 
of re;4uhin*, Canadians, and Indians ; ascended 
the St. Lawrence to Lake Ontario; blocked up 
the mouth of the Oswego by his vessels, landed 
his guiiri. and besieged the two forts ; drove the 
garrison out of one into the other ; killed the 
coniinaiider, Colonel Mercer, and compelled the 
garrisons to surrender, prisoners of war. With 
the forts wtis taken an immense amount of mill* 
tary stores, ammunition, and provisions ; one hiin« 
dred and twenty-one cannon, fourteen mortars, six 
vessels of war, a vast number of bateaux, and 
three chests of money. His blow achieved, Monl- 
calm returned in triumph to Montreal, and sent 
the colors of the captured forts to be hung up as 
trophies in the Canadian churches. 

The season was now too far advanced fbr Lord 
Loudoun to enter upon any great military enter- 
prise ; he postponed, therefore, the great northern 
campaign, so much talked of and debated, nntil 
the following year ; and having taken measoies 
for the protection of his frontiers, and for more 
active operations in the spring, returned to New 
York, hung up his sword, and went into oontoi 
table winter quarters. 
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Wuhington vindimles hia Conduct to Lnrd Loudoun. — Hia 
Receplioti by his Lordship. — Milifaiy rUns. — Lord Lon- 
in Hi Halifux. — Monlualm on Ukc George. — Hia Tri- 
ird LoudauD'a Fuiluraa. — Washin^^on ■[ Wla- 
[miinued Misunderstaudings witb Dlnwiddie. — 



■ IRCUMSTANCES had led Washington 

1 to think that Lord Loudoun '' had re- 
I oeiTed impresaions to hia prejudice by 
! representations of tactd," and that a wrong 
idea preyailed (tt head-quarters respecting tlie 
state of military afFaira in Virginia. He was 
anxious, therefore, for an opportunity of placing 
all these matters in a proper light ; and, under- 
Btandiug that there was to be a meeting in PtuU 
adelphia in the month of March, between Lord 
^iidotin and the southern govemora, to consult 
ea^ures of defense for their respectiva i 
I, he wrote to Governor Dinwiddie f 
>n to ullend it. 



272 LIFE OF WASBINGTOHr. 

This ungracious reply seomcd to warrant the 
Ruspicions eiitorUiincd by some of Washington'! 
'i-ieiids, that it was the busy pen of Grovernor 
Diiiwiddic which had given the *' false represen- 
tation of facts," to Lord LfOudoun. About a 
nioiitii, therefore, l>efore the time of tlie meeting, 
Washington addrosstMl a long letter to his lord- 
ship, explanatory of military affairs m the quarter 
where he had commanded. In this he set forth 
the various defects in the militia laws of Vir- 
ginia; the errors in its system of defense, and the 
luevituble confusion which had thenoe resulted. 

Adverting to his own conduct : " The orders I 
receive,'* said he, *' are full of ambiguity. I am 
lefl like a wanderer in the wilderness to proceed 
at hazard. I am answerable for consequences, 
and blamed, without the privilege of defense. 
It is not to l>e wondered at if, under 
such peculiar circumstances, I should be sick of a 
service which promises so little of a soldier's re- 
ward. 

** I have long been satisfied of the impossibility 
of continuin;» in this service, without loss of 
honor. Indeed. 1 was fully convinced of it be- 
before I accepted the command the second time, 
seeuig the cloudy prospect before me ; and I did, 
for this reason, reject the offer, until I was 
ashamed anv longer to refuse, not carinor to ex- 
pose my character to public censure. The solici- 
tations of the country overcame my objections, 
and induced me to acxiept it. Another reason 
has of late operated to continue me in the ser- 
vice until now, and that is, the dawn of hope 
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that arose, when I heard jour lordss^ip vraa dea* 
tineii, bj His Majesty, for the importaiU eorawaud 
of his armies in America, aiul appointed) to the 
government of his dominion of Vii'^iuia* HeiuMj 
it was that I drew my hopes, and ibndly pj\>- 
nounced your lonlship our patron. Although I 
have not the honor to l>e known to your lordahip, 
yet your name was ^imiliar to my ear, on ao- 
count of the important services rendered to Hia 
Majesty in other parts of the world." 

The manner in which Wtvshington wni re- 
ceived by Lord Loudoun on arriving in Phila- 
delphia, showed him at once, that his long, ex- 
planatory letter had produced tlie desired effbot, 
and that his character and conduct were justly 
appreciated. During his sojourn in Philndel[)lUa, 
he was frequently consulted on points of frontier 
service, and his advice was generally ado[)tod. 
On one point it failed. Ho advised that an at- 
tack should be made on Fort Duquesno, Hinuii- 
taneous with the attotnpts on Canada. At mi'h 
time a great part of the garrison would bo drawn 
away to aid in the defense of that province, ii\\i\ 
a blow might be struck more likely to insure tlio 
peace and safety of the southern frontier, tlum 
all its forts and defenses. 

Lord Loudoun, however, was not to be c^)n- 
vinced, or at least persua<lc^l. Afy!f>rding to liid 
plan, the middle and southern proviti^^is were Uf 
maintain a mer^^ly defcrnive warfare ; and an Vlf 
ginia wouM l^e requinid to mtwi four hundre^il ^ 
her troops U) the aid of South (Wolina, I 
would, in fact, Ixj l^-ft weaker than \Hitum» 

VOL. I JH 
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W.ishiii|;^n was also disappointed a aeoori 
time* in the hope of having his regiment placed 
01) the same footing as the regular army, and of 
ohtaining a king's commission ; the latter he wai 
(le^ftiiRMl never to hold. 

His representations with respect to Fort Cun- 
iHTJand luul the desired eflTect in counteracting tlM 
mischievous intermeddling of Dinwiddle. The 
Vir«;iiii:i troo{>s and stores were ordered to be 
ag:iin removed to Fort Loudoun, at Winchester, 
which once more became head-qoarters, while 
Fort Cumherland was left to be oocopied by ft 
Maryland garrison. Washington was instructed, 
lik(iwi<o, to corres}K>nd and co&perate, in miiitsrj 
affairs, with Colonel Stanwix, who was staaoned 
on the Pennsylvania frontier, with five hundred 
men from the Royal American re^ment, and to 
whom he would be, in some measure, subordinate. 
This proved a correspondence of friendship, as 
well as duty ; Colonel Stanwix being a gentle- 
man of high moral worth, as well as great ability 
in military affairs. 

Tin; great plan of operations at the north was 
a!;ain doomed to failure. The reduction of 
Crown Point, on Lake Champlain, which had 
long been intMlitated, was laid aside and the cap- 
tun; of Louisburg substituted, as an acquisition 
of far trreator importance. This was a place of 
great consequence, situated on the isle ol Capo 
Breton, and strongly fortified. It commanded 
the fislieries of Newfoundland, overawed New 
England, and was a main bulwark to Acadia. 

In the course of July, Lord Loudoun set safl 
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for Halifax with all the troops he could collect, 
amounting to about six thousand men, to join 
with Admiral Holbourne, who had just arrived 
at that port with eleven ships of the line, a fire- 
sliip, bomb-ketch, and fleet of transports, having 
on board six thousand men. With this united 
force Lord Loudoun anticipated the certain cap- 
ture of Louisburg. 

Scarce had the tidings of his lordship's depar 
ture reached Canada, when the active Montciilm 
again took the field, to follow up the successes of 
the preceding year. Fort William Henry, which 
Sir Wm. Johnson had erected on the southern 
shore of Lake George, was now his object; it 
commanded the lake, and was an important pro- 
tection to the British frontier. A brave old of- 
ficer, Colonel Monro, with about five hundred 
men, formed the garrison ; more than three times 
that number of militia were intrenched near by. 
Montcalm had, early in the season, made three 
ineffectual attempts upon the fort; he now trusted 
to be more successful. Collecting his forces from 
Crown Point, Ticonderoga, and the adjacent posts, 
with a considerable number of Canadians and 
Indians, altogether nearly eight thousand men, he 
advanced up the lake, on the 1st of August, in 
a fl(3et of boats, with swarms of [ndian canoes in 
the advance. The fort came near being sur- 
piised; but the troops encamped without it aban- 
doned their tents and hurried within the wor* 
A. summons to surrender was answered 
orave defiance. MontCiihn invested thp 
made his approaches, and battered it wi 
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■TuhiDgton recovers his Heultb Again 

pfort Lniidomi. — AdmlnistnUJon of I'itt. — Laudonn suo- 
jy General Abercrombie. — Militmy ArranKeirenU 
liiigton CammandeT-in-chier oflba Virginia Foicel. 
Brat flt-ainat L"uisbarg. — Gmend Wolfe, — Mpnt- 

r Bomery. — Capture of Louisburg. — Abcrororabio on LakP 

p- George — Death of Lord Howe. — Repalse of AbercrDmbic 
of Bradstreel at Oewego. 

iR several moutlia Wasbinglon mia af 
Jlicit'd by returns of his iniilHdy, accom 
j piLuie<i by symptoms indicalive, ati he 
of a ileclioe. " My const itiitiuD," wi'ilea 
s friend Culonet SlH.iiwix, " ia mucti itn- 
in<l uolhitig can retrieve it but the great- 
itnd lbs most circumspect course of life 
1 being ihe case, as I have now na prospect 
t of preferraeut iu Ibe military way, and de- 
f rendering that iiiiiuediiLte service which 
' may require fmm the person com- 
ps, I hnre llionglits of quitting 
lug from all public busiaesa, 
1 by some other person 
L, ftind tvlio may, perhnps, 
I with better success 
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\\\\\w \\\ >\h;\t twVi'y was his favorite career, and 

Ml lUo \vi:.:-.u :••;:: vf April he was a^iu ia oom- 

\u (U iU Kv r. l.Oiivi.tiiu. Mr. Francis Faoquier 

h.k.l l»vvn ayiv "..^a siuws^or to Dinwiddiei aii4 

uniil lo n'.'.v'u' I .irrivt\ Mr. John SI air, president 

oi lUv' vv.MU'iU lu'^vi- I'.vnu his office, charge of the 

);;o\% iiiMK lu. Ill ilio latter Washington bad t 

\u%ii.l \\ ^' i'.''.vvvi.iUHl his character and seryioes, 

i\\\A \\ 91 vliH svM'xl t»» vMrry out his plans. 

Thv' s^\M»vs;J asiu'v't of uffairs, also, was more 

io\iiu^iiii > I'uWr iho able and intrepid admints- 

i«u vi» t sU NN 1 1 atu ri'.u who had control of the 

Uidt li vaiMuoi.au <.-tVoi'i was made to retrieve 

ilto ^\^ i.i^-x-. .>i' ilio l:ite American campaign^ and 

(.1 ».ut\ iMi lUo war with jjreater vigor. The io- 

niiiii.>ti> t.H .( nviuiuou t\uul were discontinued; 

ill, ii. u t > II, > nuMv talk, ot' taxation by parliament. 

I ,.k.l I «i\i loiut, tuMu whom so much had been 

.iiiMi ipitiil liuil \l)H.)p{u>inted by his inactivity, 

.ti> k i» > Ik ulu«\i'«l tV\Mu a I'ommand in which he 

ii i.k i\u\iii^u.l \\\\w\\ aiul done so little. His 

hiimI ill. .'t-.l ilv.ii hi"* iimotivlty was owing to a 

t^.iiii .•! lilt iiiiukiiN liiul vHHiporation in the colonial 

.,,. 11.111. Ill < wUu-li parulv/i'il all his well meant 

, III. 1 1 > y iikiiKUu, II 1^ prt)hal)U% probed the matter 

,^uli l»» • u'U.il mi-ruMiv whou he characterized 

1,11,1 .1.. .1 »»»i»» luiiut'ly made up of indecLsion." 

• l.iK.. M- ti»*tn'!.!y »Mi the- si^z"'*? he was always 

,„^ |,.„ .1 li.i.U, hul iii^xrr hmIc on." 

Oil il»k- i»i»»»»» ••• '»''* lonlship to England, the 
.ni.i.il nni»i»»'^»»'l »" Aiiuu'ioa devolved 
\ II li \lioHioiiiliu-, ami the forces v 
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general Amherst, was to operate in the north witk 
the fleet under Boscawen, for the reduction of 
Louisburg and the island of Cape Breton ; another, 
under Abercrombie himself, was to proceed against 
Ticonderoga and Crown Point on Lake Cham- 
plain ; and the third, under Brigadier-general 
Forbes, who had the charge of the middle and 
southern colonies, was to undertake the reduction 
of Fort Duquesne, The colonial troops were to 
be supplied, like the regulars, with arms, am- 
munition, tents, and provisions, at the expense of 
government, but clothed and paid by the colonies; 
for which the king would recommend to Parlia- 
ment a proper compensation. The provincial 
officers appointed by the governors, and of no 
higher rtink than colonel, were to be equal in 
command, when united in service with those who 
held direct from the king, according to the date 
of their commissions. By these wise provisions 
of Mr. Pitt, a fertile cause of heartburnings and 
dissensions was removed. 

It was with the greatest satisfaction Washington 
saw his favorite measure at last adopted, the re- 
duction of Fort Duquesne ; and he resolved to 
continue in the service until that object was ac- 
complished. In a letter to Stanwix, who was 
now a brigadier-general, he modestly requested 
to be mentioned in favorable terms to General 
Forbes, ** not," said he, " as a person who would 
depend upon him for further recommendation to 
military preferment (for I have long conquered 
*" such inclinations, and shall serve this campaign 
ly for the purpose of affording my best en* 



f\0.i\:-,t< ri> r.rr.jr mnrVTr-* Tu x •-r:ni;Iu*«ioa). but « 
Ji lyY-on VI. I, V ,«...i z^.■.\^\\J h*t .i;aciiiirTiu*ued ia 
Vf'fift fftf'^-'ii:**^ rV'jm r.i.ti 'To^Yi/zzf^a r^£y» or pruviiusiil 

Ml\f^.r^. «►■• r 'J!iilK'*'«i.ilnl Z..*r\'tt will ixi <& oiocIeT 

Vi*?r«^l of u."*." Kr ujit\ tlift ^Jitl.-4r'if;cii>n ^ubdeqaenclr, 
of #-iijoyir»:f luf, fulle^ic Oiiitiiience tjt" GeaenI 
F/mV^.*, 'viir> kti*:w fiiT, well the stDunti JudzmenC 
uri/l \trA('.\\f'.'A\ ^r)ilitjr f;virif>nl by hiai ia the an- 
foitiirtitf; ''>iirtp>ti;r(i ijf Bradiliiok not to be desir- 
MM /»f avHiilnr^ liirnjwlf of hU ciionsels. 

W>»'*hir»:.'tor» :^rill w^s crfmrn:in<Ier-ia-chEer of the 
Virjijifiia tnKifm, now augmeiiteiK bj au act of the 
Aw*-.inbly, to two n:f:irneiits of one thousand men 
•Tji/'li ; ofjfi 1<;*I V*y himself, the other bj Colonel 
Hynl ; the whole <le:»tif»ed to make a part of the 
iiriiiy of (irjieral Foi-Ikj:* in the expedition ac»ainst 
Foil I)ii(jii»'.'*iie. 

Of tiw! uiiiiiiatioii which he felt at the prospect 
of WTviiiji^ ill tlii« long-(lertire<l campaign, and re- 
visit irij; with an eflTective force the scene of past 
illna-^terM, we l"ive a proof in a short letter written 
chninj; tlie. exeitenient of the moment, to Major 
l<'nii»eiH llalkcl, hiH former companioa in arms. 

"My i>i:aii IIalket, — Are we to have you 

once more ainon;; us? And shall we revisit to-;^ 

ifrlher ii luipl*'^*** spot, that proved so fatal to 

iiiuny of ot»r iormor hrave companions ? Yes ; and 

I njoifo nt it, hopin}^ »t will now he in our power 

) leHtily rt j"»*t abhorrence i>f the cruel b utcherie s 

JxereisiHl i>» our friends in the unfort^ »"■' 

,.t' (;euona Uraddo"^' ''tVat ; and, 

U> ,how our oiKUi ^^u^ pnK 
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lenity of which they only boast, without affording 
any adequate proof." 

Before we proceed to narrate the expedition 
against Fort Duquesne, however, we will briefly 
notice the conduct of the two other expeditions, 
which formed important parts in the plan of mili- 
tary operations for the year. And fii'st, of that 
against Louisburg and the Island of Cape Bre- 
ton. 

Major-general Amherst, who conducted this 
expedition, embarked with between ten and 
twelve thousand men, in the fleet of Admiral 
Boscawen, and set sail about the end of May, 
from Halifax, in Nova Scotia. Along with him 
went Brigadier- general James Wolfe, an oflicer 
young in yeais, but a veteran in military expe- 
rience, and destined to gain an almost romantic 
celebrity. He may almost be said to have been 
born in the camp, for he was the son of Major- 
general Wolfe, a veteran officer of merit, and 
when a lad had witnessed the battles of Dettingen 
and Fontenoy. While a mere youth he had dis- 
tinguished himself at the battle of Laffeldt, in 
the Netherlands ; and now, after having been 
eighteen years in the service, he was but thirty- 
one years of age. In America, however, he was 
to win his lasting laurels. 

On the 2d of June, the fleet arrived at the 

Bay of Gabarus, about seven miles to the west 

)€ Louisburg. The latter place was garrisoned 

two thousand five hundred regulars, and three 

"cd m*** * ^ subsequently reinforced by 
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iiirv:fr<l'4 if* riitir iiiiiiiirfr'i C.uiatiJan? iuiti IndioaiL 

III ili^r iMi-'mr veri-e -ix 'iiLps->t*-iiie-iiue. and fiT« 
tV;i/:if#«/» : •■tp-e »r' viii»,'ii were ?Liiik across the 
iiioiiili. Fir ^HVMjvii tjiv? :iie trrjups were pre- 
vr-nft'il -.Viin .ainiiii'j iiv hoisierous ^veather. antl a 
ln'nvy -ur''. Tlie Fi'eiiru impnjveii that cime to 
«tr*?n'.^'..»Mi a i-juiiii -it* tort.-* alon^^ the dhore, deep- 
ADiii'^ ti'iMH'lii--. ;iriil ivjii.-^rrimtiiiir batteries. 

On tlj« ^tii '.t' Jiiiie. preparations for landing 

wftfft marie, he tun- liavlireiik. The tzxM^ps were 

cmbarkftrl in VK>fits in ilir^fc tlivisiuns, under Brig- 

wVu-r^ Wol:e, Wherini-re. ami Laurens. The 

lati'lin^ wart to be atieiiipied \ve^t of the harbor, 

at a pUcft fef.-bly aecurtil. Sevend trigutes and 

»]fi(}\}^ ]irt:vut\iAy ?ooured th« beach with their 

Miot, aiU'.r wliioh Wolfe pullud for shore with his 

(livi-<ion^ ; the other two divisions distracting the 

nttr.ntion of the en«;my, by niakinu a show of 

Iniidinj^ in other parts. The surf still rau high, 

th*^ ciM'tny opened a fire of cannon and musketry 

Iron) tiieir latteries, mnnylxiats were upset, many 

iiifMi sliiin, i)Ut Wolfe pushed forward, sprang 

into tiie wHler when the boats grounded, dashed 

(hroiii^h the nm-f with his men, stormed the ene- 

nivH hreiist-works and batteries, and drove them 

from I lie f*ln»re. Amoni* the subalterns who stood 

bv Wi»lh* nu this oeeasion, was an Irish youth, 

t\v!'nlv-one yi^jU's of \\*n\ named Riehard Mont- 

noinerv. \vhi>m, lor his p\ll:intry, Wolfe promoted 

(o n lieutenaney. Mud who was destined, in after 

veins, to jr.-iiH "'» imperi>hable reuoi ^ 

x\\\wv division* etroeied a landing: afb 

x^mWwi ; aniUery and >loie> w.ix? 

•Uoixs m^ l.oui^ -^^"^^^^^^ '' 
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The weather continued boisterous ; the heav} 
cannon, and the various munitions necessary foi 
a siege, were landed with diflficulty. Amherst, 
moreover, was a cautious man, and made his ap- 
proaches slowly, securing his camp by redoubts 
and epaulenients. The Chevalier Drucour, who 
commanded at Louisburg, called in his outposts, 
and prepared for a desperate defense ; keeping dp 
a heavy fire from his batteries, and from the ships 
in the harbor. 

Wolfe, with a strong detachment, surprised at 
night and took possession of Light-house Point, 
on the northeast side of the entrance to the 
harbor. Here he threw up batteries in addition 
to those already there, from which he was ena- 
bled greatly to annoy both town and shipping, as 
well as to aid Amherst in his slow, but regular 
and sure approaches. 

On the 21st of July, the three largest of the 
enemy's ships were set on fire by a bombshell. 
On the night of the 25th two other of the ships 
were boarded, sword in hand, from boats of the 
squadron ; one, being aground, was burnt, the 
other was towed out of the harbor in triumph. 
The brave Drucour kept up the defense until all 
the ships were either taken or destroyed ; forty, 
out of fifty-two pieces of cannon dismounted, and 
his works mere heaps of ruins. When driven to 
capitulate, he refused the terms proposed, as being 
too severe, and, when threatened with a general 
assault, by sea and land, determined to abide it, 
~ Uier than submit to what he considered a hu- 
Btion. T'*** r^ruvers and petitions of the 
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earria^e, if iiot in the destrnction of the ptfty; 
We si HI II see that his opinion vras onunilar. 

As Wa>hiiigton intended Xo retire from iniB- 
tary life iit the close of this campaign, he hid 
pniposiMl himself to the electors of FredenJk ' 
0>iiii(y as their representative in the House of 
1^ir<;csses. The election was oominj^ on at Win- 
clK'stiM' ; \\\fi friends pressed him to attend it, and 
Ct>loiicl Houqnet gave him leave of absence; 
hut he declined to absent himself from his port 
fur the promotion of his political interests. Then 
were three competitors in the field, jet so high 
wfiH the public opinion of his merit, that, though 
Winchester had been his head-quarters for two 
or three years past, and he had occasionally en- 
font m1 martial law with a rigorous hand, he was 
elfcicd by a large majority. The election was 
carried on somewhat in the English style. There 
was nnich eatintr and drinking at the expense of 
the cjuuUilate. Washington ap])eared on the hust^ 
in;;s by proxy, and his representative was chaired 
about the town with enthusiastic applause and 
liuzzaing lor G)lonel Washington. 

On the 21st of July arrived tidings of the bril- 
liant success of that part of the scheme of the 
yi'ar's eauipai;;n conducted by Greneral Amherst 
and Admiral Boseawen, who had reduced the 
HiroDg (own of Louisburg and gained possession 
of the island of Cape Breton. This intelligenoa 
in(*reased Wasliingtou's impatience at the delay! 
of the expeditiim with which he was oonneotfjL . 
Ho wished to rival these successes by a b> "'* ^ 
blow ill the South. Perhaps a desire for 




A NEW ROAD TO FOR 



iQ in ihe eyes of the Ian 
e been nt tiie boltom of ll 
-e told lliat he kept up ei 
jeBpondi^tJce wilh ber tliroughout llie cninpHii^n. 
I Uiidereliiiidirig thul tbe cummnDder-Jii-cliief Iih<] 
e ibouglits of throwiDg a body of ligiit iroops 
the advMDce, he wroie lu Coluiiul Bouquet, 
niestlj 9ulicitiDg his influence to huve hiioseK 
i bis Virginiu regimeut included iu the dulBuh- 
' argument is needed to oblain 
hu, "I hope, without vanity, J 
tey be allowed to say, that from long iiiiiinacy 
with these woods, nnd frequeut Bcoutiog in tliem, 
my ineu are at least as well acquainted wilh all 
the passes nnd difflciillies ns nny IroopB that will 
be employ I'd." 

lie soon learnt to his surprise, however, that 
the roiid to which Ms men were accustomed, and 
nhicli had been vrorked by Braddock's traop^ in 
his campaign, was not lo be lakitii in the present 
expedition, but a new onu opened through ihe 
lienrt of Pennsylvania, from Raystown to Fort 
Duquesrie, on the track geueiiUly taken by Ihe 
northern traders. He instantly commenced laug 
and repeated re mo tts trances on I he subject ; repre- 
senting that Braddock's road, tiiim recent exam- 
jnly needed pariiiil repairs, and showing- 
cnleolation lliat nn army could reach 
t Duque»ne by that route in tliirly-fonr days, 
g;lte whole campaign miglit be effecleJ by 
whereas ilie t 
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INVESTMENT OF FORT NIAGARA. 811 

Canada. General Amherst, in the mean time, 
was to advance, as Abercrombie had done, by Lake 
George, against Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 
reduce those forts, cross Lake Champlain, push 
on to the St. Lawrence, and cooperate with 
Wolfe. 

A third expedition, under Brigadier-general 
Prideaux, aided by Sir William Johnson and his 
Indian warriors, was to attack Fort Niagara, 
which controlled the whole country of the Six Na- 
tions, and commanded the navigation of the great 
lakes, and the intercourse between Canada and 
Louisiana. Having reduced this fort, he was to 
traverse Lake Ontario, descend the St. Lawrence, 
capture Montreal, and join his forces with those 
of Amherst. 

The last mentioned expedition was the first ex- 
ecuted. General Prideaux embarked at Oswego 
on the first of July, with a large body of troops, 
regulars and provincials — the latter partly from 
New York. He was accompanied by Sir William 
Johnson, and his Indian braves of the Mohawk. 
Landing at an inlet of Lake Ontario, within a 
^ii^ miles of Fort Ni/io^ara, he advanced, without 
being opposed, and proceeded to invest it. The 
garrison, six hundred strong, made a resolute de- 
fense. The siege was carried on by regular ap- 
proaclies, but pressed with vigor. On the 20th 
of July, Prideaux, in visiting his trenches, was 
killed by the bursting of a cohorn. Informed by 
express of this misfortune, General Amherst de- 
tached from the main army Brigadier- general 
the officer who had led Braddock's advance, 
^ command. 
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In the mean time, the siege had been conducted 
by Sir William Johnson with courage and sagacity. 
He was destitute of military science, but had a 
natural aptness for warfare, especially for the 
rough kind carried on in the wilderness. Being 
informed by his scouts that twelve hundred regu- 
lar troops, drawn from Detroit, Venango, and 
Presque Isle, and led by D'Aubry, with a num- 
ber of Indian auxiliaries, were hastening to the 
rescue, he detached a force of grenadiers and 
light infantry, with some of his Mohawk warriors, 
to intercept them. They came in sight of each 
other on the road, between Niagara Falls and the 
fort, within the thundering sound of the one, and 
the distant view of the other. Johnson's " braves " 
advanced to have a parley with the hostile red- 
skins. The latter received them with a war- 
whoop, and Frenchman and savage made an im- 
petuous onset. Johnson's regulars and provin- 
cials stood their ground firmly, while his red war- 
riors fell on the flanks of the enemy. After a 
sharp conflict, the French were broken, routed, 
and pursued through the woods, with great car- 
nage. Among the prisoners taken were seven- 
teen officers. The next day Sir William Johnson 
sent a trumpet, summoning the garrison to sur- 
render, to spare the effusion of blood, and prevent 
outrages by the Indians, They had no alterna- 
tive ; were permited to march out with the hon- 
ors of war, and were protected by Sir William 
from his Indian allies. Thus was secured the key 
to the communication between Lakes Ontario and 
Erie, and to the vasl \uterior region connected 
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with them. The blow alarmed the French for 
the safety of Montreal, and De Levi, the second 
in command of then* Canadian forces, hastened 
up from before Quebec, and took post at the fort 
of Oswegatchie (now Ogdensburg), to defend the 
passes of the St. Lawrence. 

We now proceed to notice the expedition against 
Ticonderoga and Crown Point. In the month of 
July, General Amherst embarked with nearly 
twelve thousand men, at the upper part of Lake 
Greorge, and proceeded down it, as Abercrombie 
had done in the preceding year, in a vast fleet of 
whale-boats, bateaux, and rafts, and all the glit- 
ter and parade of war. On the 22d, the army 
debarked at the lower part of the lake, and ad- 
vanced toward Ticonderoga. After a slight skir- 
mish with the advanced guard, they secured the 
old post at the saw-mill. 

Montcalm was no longer in the fort; he was 
absent for the protection of Quebec. The garri- 
son did not exceed four hundred men. Bourla- 
marque, a brave officer, who commanded, at first 
seemed disposed to make defense ; but, against 
such overwhelming force, it would have been 
madness. Dismantling the fortifications, there- 
fore, he abandoned them, as he did likewise those 
at Crown Point, and retreated down the lake, to 
assemble forces, and make a stand at the Isle 
Aux Noix, for the protection of Montreal and 
the province. 

Instead of following him up, and hastening 
to cooperate with Wolfe, General Amherst pro- 
oeeded to repair the works at Ticonderoga, and 
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erect a new fort at Crown Point, thongb neither 
were in present danger of being attacked, nor 
would be of use if Canada were conquered. Am- 
herst, however, was one of those cautious men, 
who, in seeking to be sure, are apt to be fatally 
slow. His delay enabled the enemy to rally their 
forces at Isle Aux Noix, and call in Canadian re- 
inforcements, while it deprived Wolfe of that co- 
operation which, it will be shown, was most es- 
sential to the general success of the campaign. 

Wolfe, with his eight thousand men, ascended 
the St. Lawrence in the fleet, in the month of June. 
With him came Brigadiers Monckton, Townshend 
and Murray, youthful and brave like himself, and 
like himself, already scliooled in arms Monck- 
ton, it will be recollected, had signalized himself, 
when a colonel, in the expedition in 1755, in 
which tlie French were driven from Nova Sco- 
tia. The grenadiers of the army were commanded 
by CoIdui'I Guy Carleton, and part of the light 
intantrv by Lieutenant-colonel William Howe, 
both ilostiiu'd to celebrity in after years, in the 
annals of llio American Revolution. Colonel 
lloNNt' \>as brother of the gallant Lord Howe, 
w hoM» (mII in the preceding year was so generally 
lanirnd'tl. Among the oflScers of the fleet, was 
JiMvis, the future admiral, and ultimately Earl 
St. Viiu'i'ut, and the master of one of the ships 
was flames Cook, afterwards renowned as a dis- 
coverer. 

About the end of June, the troops debariced 
on the large, populous, and well-cultivated Islt 
of Orleans, a little below Quebec, and encamped 
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I in ita ferlile fielda, Qnebec, the ciiadel of Can- 
I ■win, WHS slruiig by iialure. \t u-as built round 
the point of 11 riiekj' pramontorj, aud flunked by 
predpioes. The yryslal current of the St. Law- 
rence swept by it on the right, and the river St. 
Charles flowed aloug oti the Iet>, before mingling 
with that mighty stream. The place was toler- 
ably fortified, but art had not yet rendered it, aa 
at the pre.ient day, impregnable. 

Montcalm commanded tile post. His troops 

^Were more numerouii than the assailunis ; but 

1 gitialer part were Canadians, many of them 

bhabitants of Qnebec; and lie had a host of sav- 

Hia fiircea were drawn out along the 

Iftonhern ahoi'e below the city, from the river St. 

pCharlua to tlie Falla of Montmorency, anil their 

position was secared by deep inti-eiicliriieuts. 

The night after the debarkation of Wolfe's 
troops a furious storm caused great damage to the 
tntnsporta, and sank some of the Bumll craft. 
tWliiie it waa bIiU raging, a number of fire-shipa, 
tent to destroy llie fleet, came driving down, 
^ey were boarded intrepidly by the British sea- 
I and towed out of the- way of doing harm, 
r niucli reaJBtance, Wolf eatablislieil batteries 
I the weat point of the lale of Orlenna, and at 
feint Levi, ou tlie right (or south) bank of the 
. Lawreiiee, within etinnon range of the city — 
Jnlonel Guy Carieton, romiiiander at the for- 
■ battery I BrigadierUgg^Q^t^. Ilw latter. 
ini Point Levi ll"' 
■e diachuFged; 
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Bummit Wolfe drew up the men in order as thej 
mounted; and by the break of day found himsetf 
in possession of the fateful Plains of Abraham. 

Montcalm was thunderstruck when word was 
brought to him in his camp that the English were 
on the height^, threatening the weakest part of 
the town. Abandoning his intrenchments, he 
hastened across the river St. Charles and as- 
cended the heights, which slope up gradually fix)m 
its banks. His force was equsJ in number to 
that of the English, but a great part was made 
up of colony troops and savages. When he saw 
the formidable host of regulara he had to contend 
with, he sent off swift messengers to summon De 
Bougainville with his detachment to his aid ; and 
De Vaudreuil to reinforce him with fifteen hun- 
fired men from the camp. In the mean time he 
prepared to flank the left of the English line and 
force them to the opposite precipices. Wolfe saw 
bis aim, and sent Brigadier Townshend to coun- 
teract him with a regiment which was formed en 
potence, and supported by two battalions, present- 
ing on the left a double front. 

The French, in their haste, thinking they were 
to repel a mere scouting party, had brought but 
three light field-pieces witli them ; the English had 
but a single gun, which the sailors had dragged 
up the heights. With these they cannonaded each 
other for a time, Montcalm still waiting for the 
aid he had summoned. At length, about nine 
o'clock, losing all patience, he led on his disci- 
plined troops to a close conflict with small arms, 
the Indians to support them by a galling fire from 
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thickets and corn-fields. The French advanced 
gallantly, but irregularly ; firing rapidly, but with 
little effect. The English reserved their fire un- 
til their assailants were within forty yards, and 
then delivered it in deadly volleys. They suf- 
fered, however, from the lurking savages, who 
singled out the officers. Wolfe, who was in front 
of the line, a conspicuous mark, was wounded by 
a ball in the wrist He bound his handkerchief 
round the wound and led on the grenadiers, with 
fixed bayonets, to charge the foe, who began to 
waver. Another ball struck him in the breast. 
He felt the wound to be mortal, and feared his 
fall might dishearten the troops. Leaning on a 
lieutenant for support, "Let not my brave fel- 
lows see me drop," said he faintly. He was 
borne off to the rear; water was brought to 
quench his thirst, and he was asked if he would 
have a surgeon. "It is needless,'* he replied ; 
"it is all over with me." He desired those 
about him to lay him down. The lieutenant 
seated himself upon the ground, and supported 
him in his arms. " They run ! they run ! see 
how they run ! " cried one of the attendants. 
"Who run?" demanded Wolfe, earnestly, like 
one aroused from sleep. "The enemy, sir; 
they give way everywhere." The spirit of the 
expiring hero flashed up. " Go, one of you, , 
my lads, to Colonel Burton ; tell him to march 
Webb's regiment with all speed down to Charles' 
River, to cut off the retreat by the bridge." 
Then turning on his side, " Now, God be praised, 

1 Hist, Jour, of Capi. John Knox^ vol. i. p. 79. 
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I w'..\ i: .-_ T»ix:»r""*' sail L-e. a=.d expired.^ — 
61 /•^::.-.-: ..-• -J.-: —^zuzz.:* :t lie idea th;it vies- 

m 

ti,Ty "w .11 ■ ll-.-r.-irir :i-* •T.ijir.-ji disgrace at 
M-r.Tn rv:. :t. 

Ilriiruli'-r MurriT bii ini-^e-; broken the cen- 
lit- f-t tii»' KZ.'rzr.y, ii?; :br Highlanders were 
iiKikiri.' 'i'li'Ilv L*-:io w::h th«elr clavmores, driv- 
lu'j til- Fr».* :.'■?: ::.:•» :hr :ow^ or down to their 
wi»rk- tMi tJi'- riv-r St. Charlrs. Monckton, the 
Hr-t l»ri:.':iili"r. w;v- « livable l bv a wound in the 
liiii;:s, iiiid t}j«* o"»rn:nan'l de vol veil on Townshend, 
who li:i-t<Mi«'il to n-fonn the tr-^-ps of the centre, 
ilisonU'PMl ill piiKuin;; the enemv. Bt this time 
l>i! Iinii;;:iiiivillc tip{>eare<l at a distance in the 
r«':ti\ :Mlvaii('iiii;^ with two thousand fresh troops, 
liiir lit! jirrivtMl Ux) late to retrieve the day. The 
^:ill:iiit. Mf>iit<.*aliti luid receivetl his death-wound 
iii;ir Sr. .Foliu'rt Gate, while endeavoring to rallj 
Ills flvin;; tro(i|>.Sy and had been borne into the 

ro\vn"»lMiMl advanced with a force to receive 
Po riiMi;^-iinvill(s but the latter avoided a oom- 
h.ii. and n'tiriMl into woods and swamps, where it 
\\:\< not (hou<rhl prudent to follow him. The 
I'li'dish liad (>l)(aiii(Ml a complete victory, slain 
nhiMii livt* huiidnMl of the enemy, taken above a 
ihoii'.aiid prisoiM^rs and among them several of- 
licrrs, and had a strong position on the Phiins 
i»r* Al>r.dian», which thoy hastened to fortify with 
rrdiiidtlM and ar(ill(Ty, dniwn up the heights. 

'V\u' limvc Montcahu wrott^ a letter to General 
rown.sliiMid, roconuuiMidint; the prisoners to Brit* 
iHh liuuianity. When told by his surgeon that 
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I he could not survive above a few honrsi "So 
tnucL the better," implied lie ; "I shall not live to 
e the surrender of Quebec." To De Ramsey, 
I the Frencb king's lieutenant, who commanded 
] the garrison, he consigned the defense of tlie city. 
[■"To your keeping," said he, "I commend the 
r of France. I'll neither give orders, nor in- 
I terlere any further- I hay« business to attend to 
I of greater moment than your ruined garrison, and 
ItKis wretched country. My time in short — I 
I iBhall pass this night with God, and prepare my- 
l-telf for death. 1 wish you nil comfort; and to 
K'be happily extrieated from your present perplex- 
frkies." He then called for liia chaplain, who, with 
[ the biiihop of the colony, remained witli him 
I flirough the night He expired early in tha 
I Morning, dying like a brave soldier and a devout 
I Catholic Never did two worthier foes mingle 
k their life blood on the battle-field than Wolfe and 
\ Montcalm.^ 

Preparations were now made by the army and 

I the fleet to make an attack on both upper and 

r- lower town ; but the spirit of the ptrrison was 

' broken, and the inhabitants r-." — ..i..~.-.- — fir 

the siifety of their wives ;{■..■' 'le 

17th of September, Qoebeo is 

taken possession of by the r. <d 

I to put it in a complete ywi-. A 

l^nirrison of six thousami elli ■ i 

fill it, mider the miTiniHi"] ■ ' 

I Jliirniy. and vicliiil'-i '-..r 

I Townsheud emhir! 
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were at length driven back into the town, leav- 
ing their boasted, train of artillery on the field. 

De Levi opened trenches before the town the 
very evening of the battle. Three French ships, 
which had descended the river, furnished him with 
cannon, mortars, and ammunition. By the 11th of 
May, he had one bomb battery, and three batter- 
ies of cannon. Murray, equally alert within the 
walls, strengthened his defenses, and kept up a vig- 
orous fire. His garrison was now reduced to two 
hundred and twenty effective men, and he him- 
self, with all his vaunting spirit, was driven almost 
to despair, when a British fleet arrived in the 
river. The wliole scene was now reversed. One 
of tlie French frigates was driven on the rocks 
above Cape Diamond ; another ran oi^shore, and 
was burnt ; the rest of their vessels were either 
taken or destroyed. The besieging army retreated 
in the night, leaving provisions, implements, and 
artillery behind them ; and so rapid was their 
flight, that Murray, who sallied forth on the fol- 
lowing day, could not overtake them. 

A last stand for the preservation of the colony 
was now made by the French at Montreal, where 
De Vaudreuil fixed his head -quarters, fortified 
himself, and called in all possible aid, Canadian 
and Indian. 

The cautious, but tardy Amherst was now in 
the field to carry out the plan in which he had 
fallen short in the previous year. He sent orders 
to Greneral Murray to advance by water against 
^otttr^-* -jftitiiiittM *!. fQp^j^ jj^j^j Qo\M be spared 

shed a body of troops un- 



328 LIFE OF WASIIlNOTOy. 

«ler Culoiuil Ilavilaiid from Crown Pointy to crosa 
Lake Cliamplaiii, take possession of the Isle Aux 
Noix, and push on to the St. Lawrence, while he 
took tlie roundalK)nt way with his main army bj 
the* Mohawk and Oneida rivers to Lake Ontario; 
theniHi to descend the St. Lawrence to MontreaL 

Murray, accH)nling to orders, embarked his 
tr(H»ps in a ^nuit number of small vessels, and as- 
landed the river in characteristic style, publishing 
manifestoes in the Canadian villages, disarming 
the inhabitants, and exacting the oath of neutral- 
ity, lie hmked forward to new laurels at Mon- 
treal, but the slow and sure Amherst had antici* 
|mted him. That worthy general, af^er delaying 
vin Lake Ontario to send out cruisers, and stopping 
to rt»pair jj^tty forts on the upi)er part of the St. 
Lawn'uiv, which iiad been deserted by their gar- 
risons, or surrtMiileiVil without tiring a gun, arrived 
on the Gth of Scptemln'r at the island of Montreal, 
nuitcd s*>nic liirlit skirmishing parties, and pre- 
sented hiuisolf l)et\»re tlie town. Vaudreuil found 
himself ihivaicncd bv an armv of nearly ten thou- 

% » m 

sixuii nuMu and a host of Indians, for Amherst 
had called in the aid of Sir William Johnson, and 
his Mohawk braves. To withstand a siege in 
alnuK^t i»pcn town agiiinst such superior foroo» 
out of the i|insiion, especially i\s Murray 
ijiiebec, and Haviland tKim Crown Poinl| 
at iiand with additional tnx^psu A 
acivnlinnlv tiH^k phuv on thtt 
including the surtvnder nol 
but of all Canadiu 

Thus ended the conlei 
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Bngland for dominion in America, in which, as 
baa been sivid, l!ie first gun was fired in Waaliing- 
ton'? encounter willi De Juraonvllle, A French 
statesman and diplomntial consoled himself bj I he 
puis LI lis ion [hat it would he a tittal triumph to Eng- 
Uiiid. It would remove the only check by which 
her colonies were kept in awe. "They will no 
ytotiger need her protection," said he ; " she will 
~] on iheni to contribute Inward supporting the 
rduns they have liilped lo bring on her, and 
y will answer hs striking off' eXX dependence."^ 
■ CoDnl de Ycigemica, French unliaEBadoT it ConsUDti- 
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OR :hree nxnih? after his marriage, 
W.t5hini!:o.a rtT^iJel with his bride at 
:he - W:.i:e House,"* During his so- 
j"ii:ri :..rrt-, i;e ivraireJ to Williamsburg, to take 
Lis >t-a: in the Hoi;<e of Burgesses. Bj a rote 
of :'i:x^ House, :: had btt-n deiermiued to greet 
lii- i:j-:;.!l tiioM bv a sijinal testimonial of respect. 
Ace"r»(ini:iV. as s^on as lie took his seat, Mr. Rob- 
iii^r»:i, iiiv Sftrakcr. in eloquent language, dictated 
by I lie warmth of private friendship, returned 
thanks, on behalf of the colony, for the distin- 
♦Tiiished military services he had rendered to his 
couijirv. 

Washington rose to reply; blushed — stam- 
mered — trembled, and could not utter a word. 
" Sit down, Mr. Washington," said the Speaker, 
wiili a smile; *' your modesty equals your valor, 
and that surpasses the power of any language I 
possess." 
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Such was Washington's first launch iuto civil 
life, in which he was to be distinguished by the 
same judgment, devotion, courage, and magna- 
nimity exhibited in his military career. He at- 
tended the House frequently during the remainder 
of the session, after which he conducted his bride 
to his favorite abode of Mount Vernon. 

Mr. Custis, the first husband of Mrs. Wash- 
ington, had left large landed property, and forty- 
five thousand pounds sterling in money. One 
third fell to his widow in her own right ; two 
thirds were inherited equally by her two children, 
— a boy of six, and a girl of four years of age. 
By a decree of the General Court, Washington 
was intrusted with the care of the property in- 
herited by the children ; a sacred and delicate 
trust, which he discharged in the most faithful 
and judicious manner ; becoming more like a pa- 
rent, than a mere guardian to them. 

From a letter to his correspondent in England, 
it would appear that he had long entertained a 
desire to visit that country. Had he done so, 
his acknowledged merit and military services 
would have insured him a distinguished recep- 
tion ; and it has been intimated, that the signal 
flivor of government might have changed the 
current of his career. We believe him, however, 
to have been too pure a patriot, and too clearly 
possessed of the true interests of his country, 
to be diverted from the course which he ulti- 
mately adopted. His marriage, at any rate, had 
put an end to all travelling inclinations. In his 
letter from Mount Vernon, he writes : " I am 
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r..i* [>n^ihi'.'t< uf his estate also becuiiio so noted 
fi>r iiii> t.iiciifuhit'Ss'. :is to quality and quantity, 
wiiii wLiili tiifv ueii: put up, tluU it is said any 
I'artvl nf ii.»ur tluit Ihue the brand of George 
Wa-i.iiii:: n. Mi'imc Vt-rnon, was exempted from 
li.f iMi*ti sji.irv in- perl ion in the West India i)orts.' 

lU- ^v.is an ciirly riser, often before daybreak 
in tiie \\iiirt-r 'Ahc-n tlie nights were long. On 
sui'h •iva-'ii'i.- ill* lit liis t»wn fire and wi*oto or 
rea«l h\- o:iii>ltt.-'.i:iht. He bi*eak fasted at seven 
in ?u:nnu-i\ a; ei:;ht in winter. Two small cups 
of te;i ami titivo tif fuur cakes of Indian meal 
(ealliii iptt^-iake>), furmed his frugal repast. Im- 
meiiait-lv atier hrtraktiist he mounted liis horse 
and \i?i:ol ihu^e parts uf the estate where any 
work wa^ 'i^mvji on, seeing to everything with his 
own fVts. and uftt'n aiilin£[ with liis own hand. 

l>lnn«r was M-rved at two o'clock. He ate 
lit-ariilv, Imi wa? no epicure, nor critical about his 
tUW. liis hcvrrain- was small beer or cider, and 
iwu i:la>-i> i»f \\A Madeira. He took tea, of 
wliii-li lir wa< MTV tuii'l, early in the evening, and 
ri'tiinl (ov [he iii^hi ab^iut nine o'clock. 

It" c "lUiiaMl to I lie house by bad weather, he 

tlu' i'aoka^i'< till an aociJental conveyance offers, and for 
w.mi ot 1>(.:UT (<{■{>• iriuiiiiics tVequeutly commit them to boat- 
uuMi ^\ hi» euro vi ry little tur the j^o^^ds so thi*y get their freight, 
aiul orti-ii !:ir.<l ;l;vni wherever it suits their convenience, not 

wluri' thi-y huvt* engaged to do so A ship from 

U>t)di>n to Virginia may be in Rappahannock or any of tlit 
otluT rivcnx three months before I know aajthiiig of thtfar 
arrival, and may make twenty voyages without mji 
even hearing ai the captain." 

1 Si>eech of the Hon. Robert C. Wintbroii,oa la; 
comer-stone of Washington's Monument. 
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took tbat occHsion (a arrange his papers, post up 
his accounts, or write lellers ; pitssing purl of (he 
lime ill I'uiiJiiig, nod occa^ioaallj reading aloud to 
tile rami I J. 

lie treiitett lib negroes with kiudneas ; attended 
to their comforts ; was parliculnrly careful of tliein 
in sickness ; but never tolerated idleness, and ex- 
acted a faithful perfoi'maiicu of hII ttieir allotted 
tHska. He littd a quick eye at calculating each 
man's capabilities. An eutry in liia diary gives 
a curious inalaiice of this. Fonr of liis negroes, 
employed as carpenters, wei'e hewing and shaping 
titnbcr. It appeared to him, in noticing the 
-Binouut of work at/oomiplished between two suo 
■oeediug innruings, that tliey loitered al their labor. 
'Sitling down quietly he limed their operations; 
4toW long it look Ihem to get their cross-cut saw 
■ioid other iniplemeuls ready; how long to clear 
'ttway the branches from the trunk of a fallen tree ; 
'liDW long to hew and saw it; what time was ex- 
pended in considering and consulting, and after 
nil, how much work was effected during the time 
he looked uti. From this he made his computation 
bow much they couid execute in the course of a 
day, working eniirely al ilieir ease. 

At another time ym find him working for a 
part of two days wiih Peter, Lis smith, to make 
on a new invention of his owu. 'i'liie, 
or three failures, he accomplished. Tlieu, 
ttitu^ bi^ luuol judgment, he put his two 



S4t LIFE OF VTASfflXGTON'. 

The water.-* of t!ie Potomac also afforded oe* 
csL^iiiQal ama-Mfnierit lii d:^Iiiiig an<l sh«x>tiii^. Xbe 
ft^hinj; was somtrtimes on a i^ati«l scale, wtien the 
herrings came up tUtf river ia shoals^ aiid the 
negroes of Mount Vernon were marshaled forth 
to draw the seine, which was geiierallj done with 
<rreHt siicctfss. Canva-«-hack ducks abounded at 
the proper >eason, and tlie shooting of them was 
one of Washington's favorite recreations. The 
river bonier of his domain, however, was some- 
what subject to invasion. An oysternian ouoe 
anchored his craft at the landing-place, and dis- 
turbed the quiet of the neighborhood by the in- 
solent and disorderly conduct of himself and crew. 
It took a campaign of three days to expel these 
invaders from the premises. 

A more summary course was pursued with an- 
other interloper. This was a vagabond who in- 
fested the creeks and inlets which bordered the 
estate, lurking in a canoe among the reeds and 
bushes, and making great havoc among the canvas- 
ba(;k ducks. He had been warned off repeatedly, 
but without effect. As Washington was one day 
riding about the estate he heard the report of a 
gun from the margin of the river. Spurring in 
that direction ho dashed through the bushes and 
came upon the culprit just as he was pushing his 
canoe from shore. The latter raised his gun with 
A menacing look ; but Washington rode into the 
stream, seized the painter of the canoe, drew it 
to sliore, sprang from his horse, wresJ;^i^||Agun 
from the handn nf the astonished '^^ ^^KmA 
inflicted on in " lyai 
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fectually cured him of all incliDation to trespass 
again on these forbidden chores. 

The Potomac, in the palmy days of Virginia, 
was occasionally the scene of a little aquatic state 
and ostentation among the rich planters who re- 
sided on its banks. They had beautiful barges, 
which, like their land equipages, were imported 
from England ; and mention is made of a Mr. 
Digges who always received Washington in his 
barge, rowed by six negroes, arrayed in a kind of 
uniform of check shirts and black velvet caps. 
At one time, according to notes in Washington's 
diary, tlie whole neighborhood is thrown into a 
paroxysm of festivity, by the anchoring of a Brit- 
ish frigate (the Boston) in the river, just in front 
of the hospitable mansion of the Fairfaxes. A 
succession of dinners and breakfasts takes place 
at Mount Vernon and Belvoir, with occasional 
tea parties on board of the frigate. The com- 
mander, Sir Thomas Adams, his officers, and his 
midshipmen, are cherished guests, and have the 
freedom of both establishments. 

Occasionally he and Mrs. Washington would 
pay a visit to Annapolis, at that time the scat of 
government of Maryland, and partake of the gay- 
eties which prevailed during the session of the 
legislature. The society of these seats of pro- 
vincial government was always polite and fashion- 
able, and more exclusive than in these republican 
days, being, in a manner, the outposts of the Eng- 
Vish aristocracy, where all places of dignity or 
orofit were secured for younger sons, and poor, 
relatives. During the session of the 
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children ; but those of Mrs. Washington experi- 
enced from him parental care and affection, and 
the formation of their minds and manners was 
one of the dearest objects of his attention. His 
domestic concerns and social enjoyments, however, 
were not permitted to interfere with his pubh'c 
duties. He was active by nature, and eminently 
a man of business by habit As judge of the 
county court, and member of the House of Bur- 
gesses, he had numerous calls upon his time and 
thoughts, and was often drawn from home ; for 
whatever trust he undertook, he was sure to ful- 
fill with scrupulous exactness. 

About this time we find him engaged, with 
other men of enterprise, in a project to drain the 
great Dismal Swamp, and render it capable of 
cultivation. This vast morass was about thirty 
miles long, and ten miles wide, and its interior 
but little known. With his usual zeal and hardi- 
hood he explored it on horseback and on foot 
In many parts it was covered with dark and 
gloomy woods of cedar, cypress, and hemlock, or 
deciduous trees, the branches of which were hung 
with long, drooping moss. Other parts were 
almost inaccessible, from the density of brakes 
and thickets, entangled with vines, briers, and 
creeping plants, and intersected by creeks and 
standing pools. Occasionally the soil, composed 
of dead vegetable fibre, was over his horse's 
fetlocks, and sometimes he had to dismount and 
l^-make his way on foot over a quaking bog that 
>k beneath his tread. 

he centre of the morass he came to a great 





CHAPTER XX Vn. 

Treaty of Peace. — Pontiac's War. — Course of Public Events 
— Board of Trade against Paper Currency. — Bestrictive 
Policy of England. — Navigation Laws. — Discontents in 
New England. — Of the Other Colonies — Projects to raise 
Revenue by Taxation. — Blow at the Independence of the 
Judiciaiy . — Naval Commanders employed as Custom-house 
Officers. — Retaliation of the Colonists. — Taxation resisted 
in Boston. — Passing of the Stamp Act. — Burst of Opposi- 
tion in Virginia. — Speech of Patrick Henry. 

IDINGS of peace gladdened the ooloDies 
in the spring of 1763. The definitive 
treaty between England and France 
had been signed at Fontainebleau. Now, it was 
trusted, there would be an end to those horrid 
ravages that had desolated the interior of the 
country. " The desert and the silent place would 
rejoice, and the wilderness would blossom like 
the rose." 

The month of May proved the fallacy of such 
hopes. In that month the famous insurrection 
of the Indian tribes broke out, which, from the 
name of the chief who was its prime mover and 
master spirit, is commonly called Pontiac's War, 
The Delawares and Shawnees, and other of those 
Qigrant tribes of the Oliio, among whom Wash- 

\ were foremost in this conspir- 
liefs who had been his allies, 
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had now taken up the hatchet against the I 
lish. The plot was clet*p hiid^ and oonduc 
with Indian cniil and secrecy. At a concert 
time an attack wius made uptm All the posts fro 
Ditroit to Fort Pitt (late Fort Duquesne). Se^ 
cral of tht> small stockaded forts, tlie places of rel 
ii;>e of w(M)dlaiid neighborhoods, were surprnM 
and sacked with remorseless butchery. The fron- 
tiers of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, 
we It; laid waste ; traders in the wilderness were 
plun(h>rcd and slain; hamlets and farm-houses 
were wrap{K'd in Hames, and their inhabitants 
mas^nacred. Shingiss, with his Delaware war- 
riors, blockaded Fort Pitt, which, for some time, 
was in imminent danger. Detroit, also, came 
near falling into the hands of the savages. It 
needed all the influence of Sir William Johnson, 
that potentate in savage life, to keep the Six Na- 
tions from joining this formidable conspiracy; 
had they (hme so, the triumph of the tomahawk 
and soalpin<j^ knife would have been complete ; 
as it was, a considerable time elapsed before the 
frontier was restored to tolerable tranquillity. 

Fortunately, Washington's retirement from the 
army prevented his being entangled in this savage 
war. which ratjed throusrhout the regions he had 
repeatedly visited ; or rather his active spirit had 
been diverted into a more peaceful channel, for 
he was at this time occupied in the enterprise 
just noticed, for draining the great Dismal Swamp. 

Public events were now taking a tendency 
which, without any political aspiration or fore- 
thought of his own, was destined gradually to 
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bear him away from his quiet home and iiidivi«l- 
ual pursuits, and launch him upon a grander and 
wider sphere of action than any in which he had 
hitherto 1)een engaged. 

The prediction of the Count de Vergennes was 
in the process of fulfillment. The recent war of 
Great Britain for dominion in America, though 
Of owned with success, had engendered a progeny 
of discontents in her colonies. Washington was 
among the first to perceive its bitter fruits. Brit- 
ish merchants had complained loudly of losses 
sustained by the depreciation of the colonial pa- 
per, issued during the late war, in times of emer- 
gency, and had addressed a memorial on the sub- 
ject to the Board of Trade. Scarce was peace 
concluded, when an order from the board de- 
clared that no paper, issued by colonial assemblies, 
should thenceforward be a legal tender in the 
payment of debts. Washington deprecated this 
"stir of the merchants" as peculiarly ill-timed; 
and expressed an apprehension that the orders in 
question " would set the whole country in flames." 

We do not profess, in this personal memoir, 
to enter into a wide scope of general history, but 
shall content ourselves witli a glance at the cir- 
cumstances and events which gradually kindled 
the conflagration thus apprehended by the anx- 
ious mind of Washington. 

Whatever micrht be the natural affection of the 
colonies for the mother country, — and there are 
abundant evidences to prove that it was deep- 
rooted and strong, — it liad never been properly 
reciprocated. They yearned to be considered as 
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children ; they were treated by her as change- 
lings. Btirke testifies that her policy toward 
them from the beginning had been purely com- 
mercial, and her commercial policy wholly re- 
strictive. " It was the system of a monopoly." 

Her navigation laws had shut their ports 
against foreign vessels ; obliged them to export 
their productions only to countries belonging to 
the British crown ; to import European goods 
solely from England, and in Englisli ships ; and 
had subjected the trade between the colonies to 
duties. All manufactures, too, in the colonies 
that might interfere with those of the mother 
country had been either totally prohibited, or sub- 
jected to intolerable restraints. 

The acts of Parliament, imposing these prohi- 
bitions and restrictions, had at various times pro- 
duced sore discontent and opposition on the part 
of the colonies, especially among those of New 
England. The interests of these last were chiefly 
commercial, and among them the republican spirit 
predominated. They had sprung into existence 
during that part of the reign of James I. when 
disputes ran high about kingly prerogative and 
popular privilege. 

The Pilgrims, as they styled themselves, who 
founded Plymouth Colony in 1620, had been in- 
censed while in England by what they stigma- 
tized as the oppressions of the monarchy, and the 
Established Church. They had sought the wilds 
of America for the indulgence of freedom of ofun- 
ion, and had brought with them the spirit of in- 
dependence and self-government. Those who fol 
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lowed them in the reign of Charles I., were im- 
bued with the same spirit, and gave a lasting 
character to the people of New England. 

Other colonies, having been formed under other 
circumstances, might be inclined toward a mon- 
archical government, and disposed to acquiesce 
in its exactions ; but the republican spirit was 
ever alive in New England, watching over " nat- 
ural and chartered rights," and prompt to defend 
them against any infringement. Its example and 
instigation had gradually an effect on the other 
colonies ; a general impatience was evinced from 
time to time of parliamentary interference in col- 
onial affairs, and a disposition in the various pro- 
vincial legislatures to think and act for themselves 
in matters of civil and religious, as well as com- 
mercial polity. 

There was nothing, however, to which the jeal- 
ous sensibilities of the colonies were more alive 
than to any attempt of the mother country to 
draw a revenue from them by taxation. From 
the earliest period of their existence, they had 
maintained the principle that they could only be 
taxed by a legislature in which they were repre- 
sented. Sir Robert Walpole, when at the head 
of the British Government, was aware of their 
jealous sensibility on this point, and cautious of 
provoking it. When American taxation was sug- 
gested, '• it must be a bolder man than himself," 
he replied, " and one less friendly to commerce, 
who should venture on such an expedient. For 
his part, he would encourage the trade of the 
colonies to the utmost; one half of the profits 
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wouJd be sure to come iiiio the royul excheqiwr 
through tlie iiicrea».'d demand for Dritish 
laciures, T/iis," «aitl ho, sagaciouBij. " it 
them more agreeaUy to their own coiMitution tmd 

Subsequent mini-'ters adoptecl a widely different 
policy. During ibe progress of the French war, 
various projeels weie discussed in £uglimd with 
regard to the colonies, which were to be carried 
into effect'on tlie return of pe3c;e. ITifi open 
avowal o^soue of these ptaos, and vngne rumon 
of otlifi^ Bioi"e than ever irritated the jeiilou 
iiielings of the colonigts, and put the dragon spirit 
of Ni'w England on the alert. 

I[i 17G0, them w»s on attempt in Boston to 
collect duties on ibreign sugar and molasses ini' 
ported into the colonies. Writs of assistajioB 
were applied tor by the custom-house olEwn, 
authorizing them to break open Ehijis, stores, and 
private dwellings, in quest of articles that had 
pidd no duty ; and to call the assistance of otltent 
in the discharge of their odious t^ksk. The mt 
chants op{)0!ied the executioo of the writ on CO 
Etitutloual grounds. The qoe,stioii mis argued 
coui-t, where James Otis spoke so eloqueutly in 
vindication of Amencuii rights, that all his hear* 
ers went away ready to take arms against 
of assistance. "I^m and there," I'liys Jolm 
Adam.*, who was present. "v.\b Ilie (irct wene of 
opposition to tlt^^^trury duims of Great Brib- 
aiiL Tlion :^^^^^^k American IndcffctidetiOft 
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As m me^ore of retsilLuioii^ the oolonisU ro- 
•olTed not to puivhaiLse British £d>ricsy but to 
dothe themselTes as mudi as possible iu home 
luanufiMrtaneis. The demaDd for British goods in 
Boston alone was diminished upwards of £10,000 
steriin«r in the ooorse of a year. 

In 1764, George GrenviUe, now at the head 
of government, ventured upon the policy firom 
which Walpole had so wisely abstained. £arly 
in March the eventful question was debated, 
** whether they hai a right to tax America." It 
was decided in the affirmative. Next followed a 
resolution, declaring it proper to chaige certain 
stamp duties in the colonies aud plantations, but 
no inmieiiiate step was taken to cany it into 
effect. Mr. Greuville, however, gave notice to 
the American agents in London, that he should 
intnxiuce such a measure on the ensuing session 
of Piirliament. In the mean time Parliament 
j>erj>etualeii eeriaiu duties on ^uga^ and molasses 
— heretofore subjects of complaint and opposi- 
tion — now reduced and modilied so as to dis- 
countge smuggling, and thereby to render them 
more proiluctive. Duties, also, were imposed on 
other articles of foivigu produce or manufacture 
iniporteil into the colonies. To reconcile the lat- 
ter to these impositions, it was stated that the rev- 
enue thus paiseil was to be appropriated to theii 
pi\)teciion aud security; in other wortis, to the 
BupjH)rt of a standing army, intended to be quar- 
tereil upon them. 

We have here brietly stated but a part of what 
Borke terms an " intinite variety of paper chains," 
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extending through no less than twenty-nine acta 
of Parliament, from 1660 to 1764, by which the 
colonies had been held in thraldom. 

The New Englanders were the first to take 
the field against the project of taxation. They 
denounced it as a violation of their rights as 
freemen; of their chartered rights, by which 
they were to tax themselves for their support and 
defense ; of their rights as British subjects, who 
ought not to be taxed but by themselves or their 
representatives. They sent petitions and remon- 
strances on the subject to the king, the lords, and 
the commons, in which they were seconded by 
New York and Virginia. Franklin appeared in 
London at the head of agents from Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut and South Carolina, to deprecate, in 
person, measures so fraught with mischief. The 
most eloquent arguments were used by British 
orators and statesmen to dissuade Grenville from 
enforcing them. He was warned of the sturdy 
independence of the colonists and the spirit of 
resistance he might provoke. All was in vain. 
Grenville, " great in daring and little in views," 
says Horace Walpole, " was charmed to have an 
untrodden field before him of calculation and ex- 
periment." In March, 1765, the act was passed, 
according to which all instruments in writing were 
to be executed on stamped paper, to be purchased 
from the agents of the British government. What 
was more : all oiffenses against the act could be 
tried in any royal, marine, or admiralty court 
throughout the colonies, however distant from the 
place where the offense had been committed ; thus 
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ill tiirri^ ring with that mosl ineslimable right, a 
trfiil liy jury. 

It was Nil ominous «ign thnt the lirat burst of 
nppositioii to this act should tuke pla^n ia Vir- 
giiilA. "ITiat toIoiiv had hitherto beeo dow 
Ki»t with ihi- n-jiublicun spirit of New England. 
K'kiiiflv^l at an iwrlier |>eriod of the reign of 
ilantra I., Iiefhrc kitigly prerogative and ecclesLis- 
lk-«d Mi])rv(U]i^_r 1ia<I bei-n made matters of doubt 
aMil ftrn.'v ili^pulo, it lutd grown up in loyal at- 
lw.-)iW(«l t>t Itiu;. •.■hnrvh, and constitution 
UtMO(f«lk«l lu its bksl«^s and habits, and had 
tvwn rrmarlttKl ahiTe all ihc otluT colonies for its 
•tn^tlkH« vitk tb« tuothcr country. Moreover, 
it Wl IM1I su auAjr |«!«uniuy interests involved 
(h ltkMi> i)tK«tioa» ns bad the people of New 
KVjjtiUoL hriuj; Ml ajncidtural rather than h com- 
(HMv^ )w>*n>wi ha\ ibe Vii^ntans are of a 
ifttlok «wl jiMMtnwa ?{«rit. readily araosed i 
|iu)«iH vt kuMinMv pride, ukd lh>7 reseoted the 
«k»uti> A ^ u 111 . "jir:k^ on llieir riglus. 

^^ ' lib i^M in the Ibosc of 

f. »th of May, (ba 

^1 l" Obnt^ioa. We liavB 

■Vio <•■• I'vi H'Lt> .i>4ti<oiu of hi» oo ihe sol^ect. 
1^ i>KK«pi>MiMK« fciltwrtO hod Hot turned on 
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the present occasion that latent patriotism received 
its first electric shock. 

Among the burgesses sat Patrick Henry, a 
young lawyer who had recently distinguished him- 
self by pleading against the exercise of the royal 
prerogative in church matters, and who was now 
for the first time a member of the House. Ris- 
ing in his place, he introduced his celebrated res- 
olutions, declaring that the General Assembly of . 
Virginia had the exclusive right and power to lay 
taxes and impositions upon the inhabitants, and 
that whoever maintained the contrary should be 
deemed an enemy to the colony. 

The Speaker, Mr. Robinson, objected to the res- 
olutions, as inflammatory. Henry vindicated them, 
as justified by the nature of the case ; went into 
an able and constitutional discussion of colonial 
rights, and an eloquent exposition of the manner 
in which they had been assailed ; wound up by 
one of those daring flights of declamation for which 
he was remarkable, and startled the House by a 
warning flash from history : " Caesar had his 
Brutos, Charles his Cromwell, and George the 
Third — (*Ti*ea8on! treason!' resounded from 
the neighborhood of the Chair) — may profit by 
Iheir examples," added Henry. " Sir, if ibis be 
tPBMon (bowing to the speaker), make the most 

ions were modified, to accommodate 
scruples a£ the speaker and some of 
»>»ifc their spirit was retained, ihe 
•.ueir r . startled bv thi9 

^ - the Assembly, and is- 
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sued writs for a new elcclinii ; but Ihe clarion had 
wiinided. '' Tlie resolvus of ihe Aasenibly of Vir- 
giiiin," says a correspondent of liie ministry, " gave 
, the signal for a genera) outcry over the contiut^nt. 
The movers ntid supporters of them were ap- 
plauded as the protectors and asserlors of American 
libei-ty-" ' 





CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Washington's Ideas concerning the Stamp Act — Opposition 
to it in the Colonies. — Portentous Ceremonies at Boston 
and New York — Non-importation Agreement among the 
Merchants^ — Washington and George Mason. — Dismissal 
of Grenville from the British Cabinet. — Franklin before 
the House of Commons. — Repeal of the Stamp Act. — Joy 
of Washington. — Fresh Causes of Colonial Dissensions. — 
Circular of the General Court of Massachusetts. — Embar- 
kation of Troops for Boston. — Measures of the Bostonians. 

ASHINGTON returned to Mount Ver- 
non full of anxious thoughts inspired by 
the political events of the day, and the 
legislative scene which he witnessed. His recent 
letters had spoken of the state of peaceful tran- 
quillity in which he was living ; those now writ- 
ten from his rural home show that he fully par- 
ticipated in the popular feeling, and that while he 
had a presentiment of an arduous struggle, his 
patriotic mind was revolving means of coping 
with it. Such is the tenor of a letter written to 
liis wife's uncle, Francis Dandridge, then in Lon- 
don. " The stamp act," said he, " engrosses the 
conversation of the speculative part of the colon- 
ists, who look upon this unconstitutional method 
of taxation as a direful attack upon their liberties, 
and loudly exclaim against the violation. What 
may be the result of this, and of some other (T 
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(hiiik I may add ill-juJged} measures, I will not 
Utidiirtabe to delermiiic, but this I may ventiire 
to iiffinn, that tlie ailraiitHge nccruiDg to the 
iDother coiiutry will fall gieaily sliort of the ex- 
pftctatioii of the ministi-j' ; for certain it is, that our 
wliiile substance niready in a manner flows to 
Great Britain, and that whatsoever contributes to 
lea-en our imporiiitioDS must be hurtful to her 
man n fact urea. The eyes *of our people already 
be^iri to be opened ; and ihey will perceive that 
many liixnrieEi, for wliich we lavish our snbatance 
in Great Britian, can well be dispensed with. 
This consequently, will introduce frugality, and 

be a necessary ineitement to industry 

As to t!ie stamp act. rpganled in a single view, one 
of the lii-st l)u<l consequences attending it, is, that 
our ciiurts of judicature must inevitably be abut 
wp; for it is impossible, or next to impossible, 
under our present cii'ciimstances, that tUe act of 
Parliament can be complied with, were we evM 
so willing to enforce its execution. And not to 
say (which alone would be sufficient) that we hava 
not money enough to pay For the stamps, there 
are nmny other cojrem reasons which prove t" 
it would be inefiectnaS." 

A letter of the same dale to his agents ii 
lion, of ample length and minute in it 
sitows that, while deeply interested is ti 
of public aStiLrs, his practical t 
thonxirrhly and ably to manage t 
oerns of bis estate and of the k 
ington's sotj, John Parke Ctv " 
acted the part of a faitbf ' 




OFPOSITfOy TO TAXATION. 



3G1 



In those days, Virginia planiei'S were stil^ 
a direct and I'l-equeut cxirre!>poii(le[icti wllb their 
London factors ; and Wsshingloii'a letters respec- 
is shipmentB of tubacvn, nnd the returns re* 
ijilired in various arlicles for houseboM and per-' 
so[iiil nne, are per&cb mmlels lor a tnan of husineHS. 
And ihis may be I'emarked tbroughout his whole 
that no pressure of events nor multiplicity 
IS prevented a clear, steadfast, under-cui*- 
r Htteiitioii to domeslic affairB, nnd the in< 
I lerest aci well-being of all dependent upon him. 

lu 111* mean - lime, from his quiet abode at 

' Mount Venion, he seemeti to liejtr the patriotic 

I voice of Patrick Henry, which had startled llie 

I House of Burgesses, echoing ihroughout ihe land, 

* (tiid musing one legieliilive body after another to 

1 follow the exnmpk. of ihat of Virginia. At ihe 

jgation of the Genera! Conrt or Assembly of 

B, a Con^njsB was held in New 

York in October, composed of delegates from 

MasBHOluisells, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 

Tor It, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 

Maryland, ami SoiHh Carolina. In ihis Ihey de- 

I noniiccH ihr -■-■- ■■'^ P---'- ^Ttient imposing taxes on 

'i(, and extending llie 

Ijtiriwli.'t. ■ iif mimiralty, as vio- 

ioiiH i'l ■ 'J libertios as naliiral 



w 




r. tbe dsT wbeo the sot 
ushered in with 
mMm. There whs gre«t tolling 
•TMfe ^rf h«WMC of (Agies in tbe New Eng- 
^mI uiImJiti At BoBlon the sliipg dlsplaj^ 
rt«^ ««ild(s Imi hal^owsi high. Mnnj shops 
ided fiwrn the 
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•Tlie folly of Engliiad and niin of Amerion." 
I Coldeii, ihe lieuleiiaut-govemor, who acqnireo 
][] s id erable , odium by recommending lo govem- 
l-lueiit the tiixatioii of Liie colonies, the institution 
pof iieredilary AsBemblies, aud other Tory measureR, 
ing thnt ft populnr Btorm was rising, retired 
^into the fort, taking with liim the stamp pnperfl, 
ind gHTripoiied it with murines from a ship of 
e mob broke into liis stable! drew out 
put his efiigy- into it ; paraded it 



igb the I 



Ilic 



the 



ai'k), where they liiing it on a gnllowa. In the 
I Inkcn down, put again into the 
Jthaiiol, with the devij for a companion, and e»- 
KfcOrled buck by torchlight to the Bowling Green; 
Kwhere the whole pageant, chariot and all, waa 
|ourtit under the very guns of the fort. 

i specimens of the raiirks of popular 
(probation with which the stamp act was univer- 
kally nullified. No one would venture to carry 
^ into execution. In fact no stamped paper was 
een ; all had been either deBtroyed or con- 
All transactions which required stamps 
3 Ihem validity were suspended, or were 
luted by private compact. The courts of jas- 
; closed, until at lengtli some conducted 
guness without etannpa. Union waa be- 
I walch-word. Tlie merchants of New 
Wphia, Boston, and such other col- 
tared pablidy 'o oppne the 
^' . impoH no more Btilteh 
I l,t of Jiinnarj nnleaS it 
1 nway the year 
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the Pailiament of Great Britftin resolved upon 
enforcing i(, the consi'quences, I conceive, would 
bavtj been more direful ttiiiii is generally appie- 
tieiideil, boUi to (lie motlier country and her 
colonies. All, llierefore, who were inittrumenttU 
in pivieurinp; the repeal, are entitled to the thanks 
of every British dubject, and have mine cordially."' 
Still, there waa a fatal clause in the repeal, 
which declared timt the king, with the consent of 
Pari iame III, had power and authority to mnkfl 
laws and statutes of BufHcient force and validity 
to " bind the coluniis, and pcojile of America, in 
all cases whatsoever." 

As the people of Ameiioa were contending for 
principles, not mere pecuniary interests, this re- 
served power of the crown and Parliament left 
the di.ipnto Blill open, and chilled the feeling of 
gratitude which the repeal might otherwise have 
inspired. Further nliinent for public discontent 
was furnished by other acts of Pai'liament. One 
imposed duties on gla^s, pastcboni-d, white and 
red lead, painters' colors, and tea ; the duties to be 
coUepted on the arrival of the ariicles in tJie 
colonies ; another empowered naval officer* to en- 
force the nets of trade and navigation. Another 
wounded to the quick the pride and sensibilities 
of New York. The mutiny act had recently 
been extended to America, with an additional 
clause, requiring the pi-ovincial assemblies to p 
vide the troops sent out with qu:irtera, a 
fnriiish them with lire, beds, candles, a 
(it Ihu es[ii;n; 
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Gk»vernor and Assembly of New York refused to 
fouiply with this requisition as to stationary forces, 
insisting that it applied only to troops on a march. 
An act of Parliament now suspended the powers 
of the governor and Assembly until they should 
comply.* Chatham attributed this opposition of 
the colonists to the mutiny act to "their jealousy 
of being somehow or other taxed internally by 
the Parliament ; the act," said he, " asserting th« 
right of Parliament, has certainly spread a most 
unfortunate jealousy and diffidence of government 
here throughout America, and makes them jealous 
of the least distinction between this country and 
that, le»c the same principle may be extended to 
taxincr them."^ 

lk)ston contiimed to be the focus of what the 
ministerialists termed sedition. The General 
Court of Massachusetts, not content with petition- 
ing the king for relief against the recent measures 
of Parliament, especially those imposing taxes as 
a means of revenue, drew up a circular, calling 
on the other colonial legislatures to join with 
them in suitable efforts to obtain redress. In the 
ensuing session, Governor Sir Francis Bernard 
mlled upon them to rescind the resolution on which 
the circular was founded, — they refused to 
comply, and the General Court was consequently 
dissolved. The governors of other colonies re- 
quired of their legislatures an assurance that 
they would not reply to the Massachusetts cir- 
^tbese legislatures likewise refused com- 
'^we dissolved. All this added tc 
ent. 

ndence^ vol. iii. pp. 186-192 
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Memorials were addressed to the lords, spiritnal 
and temporal, and remonstrances to the House of 
Commons, against taxation for revenue, as destruo* 
tive to the liberties of the colonists ; and against 
the act suspending the legislative power of the 
province of New York, as menacing the* welfare 
of the colonies in general. 

Nothing, however, produced a more powerful 
effect upon the public sensibilities throughout the 
country, than certain military demonstrations at 
Boston. In consequence of repeated collisioos 
between the people of that place and the com- 
missioners of customs, two regiments were held 
in readiness at Halifax to embark for Boston in the 
ships of Commodore Hood whenever Gk>vernor 
Bernard, or the general, should give the word. 
** Had this force been landed in Boston six months 
ago,'* writes the commodore, " I am perfectly per- 
suaded no address or remonstrances would have 
been sent from tlie other colonies, and that all 
would hiive been tolerably quiet and orderly at 
this time thronglioiit America."^ 

Tiding-^ reached Boston that these troops were 
embarked and that they were coming to overawe 
the people. What was to be done ? The General 
Court had been dissolved, and the governor re- 
ftised to convene it without the royal command. 
A convention, therefore, from various towns met 
at Boston, on the 22d of September, to devise 
measures for the public safety ; but disclaiming 
all pretensions to legislative powers. While the 
convention was yet in session (September 28th), 

I Grenville Papers^ vol. iv. p. 362. 
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the two regiments arrived, with seven armed 
vessels. " 1 am very conGdent," writes Com- 
modore Hood from Halifax, " the spirited meas- 
ures now pursuing will soon effect order in 
America." 

On the contrary, these ** spirited measures" 
added fuel to the fire they were intended to quench. 
It was resolved in a town meeting that the king 
had no right to send troops thither without the 
consent of the Assembly ; that Great Britain had 
broken the original compact, and that, therefore, 
the king's officers had no longer any business 
there.^ 

The " selectmen " accordingly refused to find 
quarters for the soldiers in the town ; the council 
refused to find barracks for them, lest it should be 
construed into a compliance with the disputed 
clause of the mutiny act. Some of the troops, 
therefore, wliich had tents, were encamped on the 
common ; others, by the governor's orders, were 
quartered in the state-house, and others in Faneuil 
Hall, to the great indignation of the public, who 
were grievously scandalized at seeing field-pieces 
planted in front of the state-house ; sentinels 
stationed at the doors, challenging every one who 
passed; and, above all, at having the sacred quiet 
of the Sabbath disturbed by drum and fife, and 
other military music. 

1 Whately to Grenville. Gren. Papers^ vol. iv. p. 388. 
VOL. I. 24 
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r^ra« E a^pfi Mi A — -Opgning of Um 
Leci<UtiT« Sc9».>n. — S«m»-7C|^ S(a(E» of Lord Botetoait. 
— Hi^:lH«<««d rrocd^dnin' «f tW H««i«w — Srm^mihj with 
N>w EajrUBd. — Dias«^r^d Vr Lccd IWctCiMDCt. — Washings- 
ton and the Ankles of AastraatM*. 

[IROUGHOUT these public agitadons, 
Washington endeapored to preserve his 

equanimity. RemoTed fit>m the heated 

dirouirs of citiess his diary denotes a dieerful and 
healthful life at Mount Vernon, devoted to those 
rural occupations in which he delighted, and va- 
ried occasionally by his favorite field sports. 
Sotnetinies he is duck-shooting on the Potomac. 
Hi'l>e)ite(lly we find note of his being out at sun- 
rise with tlie hounds, in company with old Lord 
Fairfax, Bryan Fairfax, and others; and ending 
the day's sjwrt by a dinner at Mount Vernon, or 
He! voir. 

Si ill ho was too true a patriot not to sympa- 
tliize iu the stru<^gle for colonial rights which now 
H;;;ilate(l the whole country, and we find him grad- 
ually ('juTiiid more and more into the current of 
|toliii(«iil afTairs. 

A hator written on the 5 ' * ' " "•^o 
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^H his frieud, George Masoa, shovrs the important 
^P stand he was tlisposed to take. In Llic preyioua 
^B year, tbe merchants and traders of Botiton, Salem, 
^1 Goonccticui, and New York, had agreed to aua- 
H peiid for a Ume the importation of all arttclea 
V subject to taxation. Similar resolutions hod re- 
cently been adopted by the merclmnta of Phila- 
del[>hia. Washington 'a letter is emphatic in sup- 
port of the measure, " At a time," writes he, 
our lordly masters in Great Britain will 
be satisfied with nothing less than the deprivation 
f American freedom, it seems highly necessary 
that something shoidd be done to avert the stroke, 
nd maintain the liberty which we have derived 
rom our ancestors. ISut the mutmer of doing it, 
answer the purpose eflectuolly, ia the point in 
[uestion. That no man should scruple, or heei- 
Ate a mometJt in defense of so valuable a blessing, 
) clearly my opinion ; yet arms should he the 
lat resource — rfie dernier retsort. Wo have al- 
I ready, it is said, proved the inelScacy of addresses 
9 the throne, and remonstrances to Parliament, 
low far their attention to onr rights and inter- 
sts is to be awakened, or alarmed, by starving 
» their trade and manufaj^tures, remains to be 

" The northern colonies, it appears, are endeav- 

[ng to adopt this scheme. In my opinion, it is 

V good oue, and must be ntlended with salutary 

I effects, provided it cnn be carried pretty generally 

pnto execution That there will be a difli- 

V attendinE it everywhere from clashing in- 
h, desiguiug men, ever attentive 
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to their own gain, and watchful of every tarn 
thttt can assUt their lucrative views, canDot be 
(lenieJ, aiid in thu tobacco colonies, where the 
trade is so difi'used, and in a manner wholly 
dunted by factors fur their principals at liome, 
these difliculties ore certainly enliBJiced, but I 
think not insurmountably increased, if tlie gcutle- 
men in their several counties will be at some 
pains to explain matters to the people, aod etim- 
ulate tjiem to cordial agreements to purchase 
none but certain enumerated articles out of any 
of the Hlorea, after u definite period, and neither 

import, nor purchase any themselves I 

can see but one class of people, the merchanta 
excepted, who will noi, or ought not, to wish well 
to the scheme, — namely, they who live gentedly 
and hospitably on clear estates. Such as these, 
were tliey not to consider the valuable object iu 
view, and the good of others, might tliink it bard 
to be eortwled in their living and enjoyments." 

This was precisely the class to which Wash- 
ington belonged ; but he was ready and willing 
to make the sacrifices required. " I think the 
scheme a good one," added he, " and that it 
ought to he tried here, with such alterations as 
our circumstances render absolutely necessary." 

Mason, in his reply, concurred with him in 
opinion. "Our all is at slnke," suid he, "and the 
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MASON'S LETTER ON NON'IMPORTATION, 373 

Buch narrow bounds as the northern colonies 
A plan of this kind, to be practicable, must be 
adapted to our circumstances ; for, if not stead- 
ily executed, it had better have remained unat- 
tempted. We may retrench all manner of super- 
fluities, finery of all descriptions, and confine our- 
selves to linens, woolens, etc., not exceeding a 
certain price. It is amazing how much this 
practice, if adopted in all the colonies, would les- 
sen the American imports, and distress the va- 
rious trades and manufactures of Great Britain. 
This would awaken their attention. They would 
see, they would feel the oppressions we groan 
under, and exert themselves to procure us redress. 
This, once obtained, we should no longer discon- 
tinue our importations, confining ourselves still not 
to import any article that should hereafter be 
taxed by act of Parliament for raising a revenue 
in America ; for, however sinfcular I may be in 
the opinion, / am thoroughly convinced, that, jus- 
tice and harmony happily restored, it is not the 
interest of these colonies to refuse British manu- 
factures. Our supplying our mother country with 
gross materials, and taking her rflanufactures in 
return, is the true chain of connection between us. 
These are the bands which, if not broken by op- 
pression, must long hold us together, by maintain- 
ing a constant reciprocation of interests *^ 

The latter part of the above quotation shows 
the spirit which actuated Washington and the 
Frieilda. of-h is confidence ; as yet there was no 

e of alienation from the mother 
a fixed determination to be 
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plurAld 'JIL at WUliilTT uf TTS 

•\n*H)in tX YAi%hiiA Mi iome- Ii vtbs tfe ft»iihir 
U*n$$ with whidi ft/je wjt§ nsBa^T indicBied bTthoee 
of KhiiMi t\*^:trtit ; aix^d tlie vriier of these fMiges 
r<itfi<{Mil;tf;r*i whi;ri the erjdeiaiDz phrmse still lin- 
^kmmI ofi A fi^h>- American lip» eren sAer the ReT- 
ohilioti, flow i;Hi*y wcmld it hare hero before 
I hill lint for th(5 mother oountnr to hare rallied 
hiii*l4 Ihn niYt'cAumH of her ookmial diildren, by 
N )irii|WM' iittithtioti to their complaints! Tbej 
imliiwt (iir nothing hut what thej were entitled to, 
iiihI wIimI h\h^ had tHUght them to prize as their 
thwiiml iiihiM'ilMiKM!. The spirit of liberty which 
lht«v iiiiniiti'nltMl hiul been derived from her own 
)MiMM<|i| Miitl cxiiinplo. 

riio loniill nf (ho correspondence between 
WM-ltiit^idh ihmI Mason was the draft by the 
hilUM »»( a plan of aMsocialioii, the members of 
\\hu»h woio to |»hul^^> themselves not to import 
♦M »JM» an\ aitioh'S v)!' Hrilish merchandise or 
Mwih»i(.»\«hMo «»»hjtvt to duly. This paper Wash*- 
^^u»^^»n wa^ to j»uhu\il to tho consideration of the 
llo\»io \\( \\\\\y\\s^vj<^ at tho approaching session 
iM ths^ u^vMoh v»t Mav, 

ri»v^ I \^x*^->latu»v ot' N'ii'ijinia opened on this 
\\vaiUM» wuh a iMilliant pai^'ant. While mili- 
liu \ t\v»NV \\a* a»>ay\sl t\> \»\eni\vo tlie ivpublican 
l\iV4iah'» \M' t!»o \M>iix it \va:t thought to dazzle 
lh\^ »^u?»Uv<^Uv\il vl^vvvvuvluuts ot' the cavaliers by 



LORD BOTETOURT. 375 

the reflex of regal splendor. Lord Botetourt, 
one of the king's lords of the bed-chamber, had 
recently come out as governor of the province. 
Junius described him as " a cringing, bowing, 
fawning, sword-bearing courtier." Horace Wal 
pole predicted that he would turn the heads of 
the Virginians in one way or other. " If his 
graces do not captivate them he will enrage them 
to fury ; for I take all his douceur to be enameled 
on irou."^ The words of political satirists and 
court wits, however, are always to be taken with 
great distrust. However his lordship may have 
bowed in presence of royalty, he elsewhere con- 
ducted himself with dignity, and won general 
favor by his endearing manners. He certainly 
showed promptness of spirit in his reply to the 
king on being informed of his appointment 
" When will you be ready to go ? " asked George 
III. " To-night sir.*' 

He had come out, however, with a wrong idea 
of the Americans. They had been represented 
to him as factious, immoral, and prone to sedition; 
but vain and luxurious, and easily captivated by 
parade and splendor. The latter foibles were 
aimed at in his appointment and fitting out. It 
was supposed that his titled rank would have its 
effect. Then to prepare him for occasions of 
ceremony, a coach of state was presented to him 
by the king. He was allowed, moreover, the 
quantity of plate usually given to ambassadors,, 
whereupon the joke was circulat'ed that he waa 
going " plenipo to the Cherokees." ^ 

1 filr^Mt- i-v. note to p. 330. 

8 "^ville. GrenvillA Papwv 



T .- .--- .. •■ Ur 1..I: --rcreef of 

r i. . -:- :-"i.:- -i.L«*--. Jtr:Mi 

JU. -- ■ *^. r'---iJ.: ^ a- -rr- irL IU;.»Jfr- 

r- "T .. ;; J. T .- .^.. :rv:.rK i. ::rhn 

- :;. ._ -~ :u- >..:-;_ T.---" i.ruirL Uie 

^- - . - - _ _.:-r-..rTi_. j_:.-r. :■; lI pres- 

'^^ -T ,j..« ^r I..-T -r- :-■.:.=£- ;* imior; dot 

'Jltt ..- _- --■--..: 1:—- I."' i!'uUJi::M?i:ii:«s 

..-:»- ■ 2 ..■..._::-_. : "«..:-: . -tTrMJt u. Amcr- 

. .•- I ..■'i^..:.-. v^ i~j.: ::.Ti>i:rik'»c: die 

■".... * •^. ..:..•-: -.: . :.s z-r'itriitt- n: uon- 

::. . - . . :. . ..- - -::.-. ;. i. 3: v iinrjkem 

. ■-- V ..- " . 1... ■ : ■ ^.. " ii*;.»liiri.. X JC Lis 
. - . • ... - - .,«-i ■•.— .^'>^ "•».-' Ill* 

t-ilv. _ » ..r t. ■ .:■_ '. >-L _: Zj.'lL.li^ iOT 

_ .■.. ^ . IT r . r . ' L.. " I. 

• • • 

. rt«:-r .■ : r r'-.-.-r. - L . : . v^" ' •- "^^-icL: he 
;.:;.: • :.••:•-- -:.•:. . r: .-t . } : .f- i-r :r. :-r: y.»I eqiii- 

ii.'jj ;y i y. >: ;i : -•: v,- r,r«: - : ?.... -■: . ::. ..- ;i ^ : r ^- u i;ous ad- 
V'^'mK: j'^r lii': r';p<:al of i^xl^ : a lid, auciiorixed 
\ty \ii: 'ji-pMU;ii<:* fioiii the luini^try, 
puhJu* lUnt t^ucU ro|;(;itI wouM speedf 
11 ih il^hliiillJ<'' ivcd with 

mid iov u w quie 





CHAPTER XXX. 

Hood at Boston. — The General Court refuses to do Business 
under Military Sway. — Resists the Billeting Act. — Effect 
of the Non-importation Association. — Lord North Premier. 

— Duties revoked except on Tea. — The Boston Massacre. 

— Disuse of Tea. — Conciliatory Conduct of Lord Botetourt. 

— His Death. 

HE worst is past, and the spirit of sedi- 
tion broken," writes Hood to Grenville, 
early in the spring of 1769.^ When 
the commodore wrote this, his ships were in the 
harbor, and troops occupied the town, and he 
flattered himself that at length turbulent Boston 
was quelled. But it only awaited its time to be 
seditious accordinjr to rule ; there was always an 
irresistible "method in its madness." 

In the month of May, the Greneral Court, 

hitherto prorogued, met according to charter. A 

committee immediately waited on the governor, 

stating it was impossible to do business with 

dignity and freedom while the town was invested 

by sea and land, and a militjiry guard was sta- 

-^ tioned at the stale^ot • with cannon pointed at 

IUmP door ; iliid«J||^H estcd the governor, as 

^^"^'- *■' -QSty*" "^^^^ e, to have such forces 

vo\. iii. 
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• ■■ J« •-!..•:; •^;•.. .;!•.:? aii-l stones, 
M-.*: •'.••.'' ''' •' '■ •..-::' ;::.-.i:::.-, bci^^re the 
r-.:r.-..r- '••»•. !'l .■/'•. a. '■..-• ;. I-'.,:;.- ,^.:" the i-opulace 
..v-:-.; Kiij«'l. ;'i.<l -M-.nu ur.iii, i.-.i. The troops 
vv»T»! n'i'.v i<mii<.-..m| In,,,, jj,,. i,,^y„^ which re- 
niHiii'*'! ill II..- I.P'h.M vtjiic ot" exasperation; 
g„a Jhi iiiiIm v:ii.| .M-ri,n-,.|M-<- rcccivccl the oppro- 
l,rioii- «•'"' "n«'\\li..i evtr.i\a-aiit niuno of "the 
JJ(i?tlon Ml. I .nil " 





DEATH OF LORD BOTETOURT. 383 

The colonists, as a matter of convenience, re- 
sumed the consumption of those articles on which 
the duties had been repealed ; but continued, on 
principle, the rigorous disuse of tea, excepting 
such as had been smuggled in7 New England 
was particularly earnest in the matter ; many of 
the inhabitants, in the spirit of their Puritan pro- 
genitors, made a covenant, to drink no more of 
the forbidden beverage, until the duty on tea 
should be repealed. 

In Virginia the public discontents, which had 
been allayed by the conciliatory conduct of Lord 
Botetourt, and by his assurances, made on the 
strength of letters received from the ministry, 
that the grievances complained of would be speed- 
ily redressed, now broke out with more violence 
than ever. The Virginians spurned the mock- 
remedy which left the real cause of complaint un- 
touched. His lordship also felt deeply wounded 
by the di^uigenuousness of ministers which led 
him into such a predicament, and wrote home 
demanding liis discharge. Before it arrived, an 
attack of bilious fever, acting upon a delicate and 
sensitive frame, enfeebled by anxiety and chagrin, 
laid him in his grave. He left behind him a 
name endeared to the Virginians by his amiable 
manners, his liberal patronage of the arts, and, 
above all, by his zealous intercession for their 
rights. Washington himself testifies that he was 
inclined " to render every just and reasonable 
service to the people whom he governed." A 
statue to his memory was decreed by the House 
of Burgesses, to be erected in the area of the 



.^f; UFE OF WASHINOTON. 

iW Rritij^ crown. Id oocisideration of a sam of 
niiMirw all the lands possessed bj them south of 
f)ir cStikv Land offices would soon be opened for 
tht- jUiV cif tJiem. Squatters and speculators were 
alrojii^v nrfpftring to swarm in, set up their marks 
W5 iltr choic«!X 5;pi>ts. and establish what were 
oailc^i pTtx^mpiion rijjbts. Washington determined 
ai <moe h^ vi<;)i the lands thus celled, affix his 
VAArk 4^1) such tracts as he should select, and apply 
f»tr a CT^ni ftY»m ^i^vcnimeni in behalf of the "sol- 

Ttic rvftodiiion would be attended with some 
^r^r^< »m' »iaxi5or. The frontier was yet in an 
>oy>oji5% s:Ar«;. It is true some time had elapsed 
>.viKv i.V «*Ar 4^4 Poniiac but some of the Indian 
ir«><«^ wf-Y jk]nKisa raadT to resume the hatchet. 
rs« lViA«»->ro:< Shawnees, and Mingoes, oom- 
*NiA .w».*. ,,^*i i:>o Six Na lions liad not cnven them 
iSi^ ".:., 5^'»A*x^ ^^!" :iu' l^^n^ideniIii>n money of the 
Vv.v sv*sx v.?.: :.^.rv :,ilit*d of exaoiingthe deficiency 
; wx* ,'k- « ;?^ i.HXi whv^ c»me lo settle in what 
iv*,'. Sx «■ i .r h ;:::::; .j>j:i\«uiKis. Traders, squat- 
l»r,>v A>j »v:xr A.:vx ::t;irers inio the wilderness, 
\fc%^;v .xw-^ .>;v<.r.v rjurivrtn:, and further troubles 

W.<n: i-.vcM: }.A.i j>r a ovMnixinion in this expe- 
di',\vi "tU ir^eiKi ,-4:m ne'ijhlfcor. Dr. Cniik, and it 
WAS ^^.:h >:a>^V;: AK:::i^,i;ji:v of ilvlini: thev looked 
lS.>rwA*\i iHvtvV.itvv :o rvv:<i: ihe scenes of their 
iai"i:A'Y txiv:^ i>.v. Thev se: oui on the 5ih of 
CXsv»iv'r \v::,i : .-rx^^ lx'^:^v> aitenJants. iwo belong- 
in^ iv^ W;A>'::ii^:o:u aikI one to the doctor. The 
wh\^le |viriY was mouiKed, and there was a led 
hon» fixr the baggage. 



VISIT TO FORT PITT. 887 

After twelve days*^ travelling they arrived at 
Fort Pitt (late Fort Duquesne). It was garri- 
Boned by two companies of Royal Irish, com- 
manded by a Captain Edmonson. A hamlet of 
about twenty log-houses, inhabited by Indian tra- 
ders, had sprung up within three hundred yards of 
the fort, and was called " the town." It was the 
embryo city of Pittsburg, now so populous. At one 
of the houses, a tolerable frontier inn, they took 
up their quarters ; but during their brief sojouru 
they were entertained with great hospitality at 
the fort. 

Here at dinner Washington met his old acquain* 
tance, George Croghan, who had figured in so 
many capacities and experienced so many vicis- 
situdes on the frontier. He was now Colonel 
Croghan, deputy-agent to Sir William Johnson, 
and had his residence — or seat, as Washington 
terms it — on the banks of the Alleghany River, 
about four miles from the fort. 

Croghan had experienced troubles and dangers 
during the Pontiac war, both from white man and 
savage. At one time, while he was convoying 
presents from Sir William to the Delawares and 
Shawnees, his caravan was set upon and plun- 
dered by a band of backwoodsmen of Pennsylvania 
— men resembling Indians in garb and habits, 
and fully as lawless. At another time, when en- 
camped at the mouth of the Wabash with some 
of his Indian allies, a band of Kickapoos, suppos- 
mg the latter to be Cherokees, their deadly ene- 
mies, rushed forth from the woods with horrid yells, 
shot down several of his companions, and wounded 



890 LIFE OF WA8BIKQT0W 

Washington's propensities as a sportsman had 
here full play. Deer were continually to be seen 
coming down to the water's edge to drink, or 
browsing along the shore ; there were ionunier^ 
able flocks of wild turkeys, and streaming flights 
of ducks and geese ; so that as the voyagers floated 
along, they were enabled to load their canoe with 
game. At night they encamped on the river 
bank, lit their fire and made a sumptuous hunter's 
repast. Washington always relished this wild- 
wood life ; and the present had that spice of dan- 
ger in it, which has a peculiar charm for adven- 
turous minds. The great object of his expedition, 
however, is evinced in his constant notes on the 
features and character of the country, the qual- 
ity of the soil as indicated by the nature of the 
trees, and the level tracts fitted for settlements. 

About seventy-five miles below Pittsburg the 
voyagers landed at a Mingo town, which they 
found in a stir of warlike preparation — sixty of 
the warriors being about to set off on a foray 
into the Cherokee country against the Catawbas. 

Here the voyagers were brought to a pause by 
a report that two white men, traders, had been 
murdered about thirtv-ei^^ht miles further down 
the river. Rt^ports of the kind were not to be 
treated lightly. Indian faith was uncertain along 
the frontier, and white men were often shot down 
in the wilderness for plunder or revenge. On 
the following day tlie report moderated. Only 
one man was said to have been killed, and that 
not by Indians ; so Washington determined ♦'^ 
continue forward until he could obtain com 
foi'mation in the matter. 



KIASHUTA'B HUNTING CAMP. 391 

Oil the 24th, about 3 o'clock in the allernoon, 
the voyagers arrived at Captema Creek, at the 
mouth of which the trader was said to have been 
killed. As all was quiet and no one to be seen, 
they agreed to encamp, while Nicholson the inter- 
preter, and one of the Indians, repaired to a 
village a few miles up the creek to inquire about 
the murder. They found but two old women at 
the village. The men were all absent, hunting. 
The interpreter returned to camp in the evening, 
bringing the truth of the. murderous tale. A 
trader had fallen a victim to his temerity, having 
been drowned in attempting, in company with an- 
other, to swim his* horse across the Ohio. 

Two days more of voyaging brought them to 
an Indian hunting camp, near the mouth of the 
Muskingum. Here it was necessary to land and 
make a ceremonious visit, for the chief of the 
hunting party was Kiashuta, a Seneca sachem, 
the head of the river tribes. He was not^d to 
have been among the first to raise the hatchet in 
Pontiac's conspiracy, and almost equally vindic- 
tive with that potent warrior. As Washington 
approached the chieftain, he recognized him for 
one of the Indians who had accompanied him on 
his mission to the French in 1753. 

Kiashuta retained a perfect recollection of the 
youthful ambassador, though seventeen years had 
matured him into thoughtful manhood. With 
hunter's hospitality he gave him a quarter of a 
fine bufl^alo just slain, but insisted that they should 
''ncamp together for the night ; and in order not 
*\rd him, mc his own party to a 
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I ime^ iunmr" s-'sl t m jxr- nmnoK tbk c ■ ■■■I ke |^e- 
couuniup iiur f* tor. uiitsr* iit ▼'^f» n ^ jmauffiaoelj t« tkt 
uii^vxrj iir I. r 'U'.iK ir j-'ir^ il viica raat iKr ooald see 
iiiciiii;r i'~ -:;.iiKri*.i. Tiu.:! nuTir lit t. d^Fuf'^BiCkfe so him- 

«/ iniMmur "Hi: ji:t^ laiL rasKiitns^ ir loier eaoacsieft, sbould 
W mut n xr-M -Hunti cttacnniiiL ir ^u imirrii waaA gofrrm- 

WT_ Z*i^ "^lift "'"IHKlT ifcL"^~* -fj-if f— — 

* I ▼r:S4 11 T-ia :a l uLii-irn: :f ixxcimxuafi. mai o^Tdo small 
eniaaTriffinziifL: ^ lu*. K j «t:ir ii-ja,v sai vari. llr. Cnsds, 
katL ait I isarr* uanc. zi/'iirztti. iiljI i^ ji^irssfe^ :«TtMir second 
iA.ucxzo'z S2ii ia.T-_:^ iuiM it:ai>± prucres» :■ ber afiecduns, 
ksa M»»fr«f i<¥r h. =i.jurrik£%. 3*v iara vaka of tliis soil 
acj Vt tjr'ytaSat i: 7 :•:. 7 i»z 3«!C sia aeu: hat I sixMild think 
■rrfe^ -va;=:fx^ izL caziiir. vin f nac to coaiess that Miss 
St^r^f «—,'■'•-■> t'=al -5t:» ar* i.f-i:r«v[-i4^iri «■ afl hands, and 
tha: a.*! alE*:>fit ^"ri 7>-* *^«iIrT wQI be plea<aag to his. 

•"Thi* sck-. Mr? -rf _-=>*-: '>tli^ aaiie. 7«<i boss perm!* me 
t» aid. cr. L3ar ki '...','>■. yc :a i3t Kt-xt time, his vouth, inex- 
jutrvir-ci?:. ar- i zjiri^ .-.i -jtl j.:a::-xi are. aai will be, insuperable 
oV*.a'.-l4rf. :n mv •:•;.•::,: a. :o :be c^oipieci'^o of the marriage. 
A* hU gairl.an. I ^>ncr':ve it mr inlt^pensaMe duty to en- 
dfraror to carnr him :hr>a^h a r^cular course of edaeation 
(maov branch-::* of whiv-h, I ani «orry to sav. he is totally de- 
ficKnt in 7, aai to zui-i-e iii-« v<:»u:h to a more advanced age, 
before an event, on which his omi peace and the happiness 
of arjotber ar« to depend, take* place. .... If the affec- 
tion which thev have avowed for each other is fixed upon a 
K»lid baftLf, it will receive no diminution in the course of two 
Of three years; in ^vhich time he mav prosecute his studies, 
ind thereby render himself more deserving of the hidr, and 
ofleful to hociety. If, unfortunately, as they arc both yoong, 
there Mhc^uld be an nbatement of affection on either ride^ wt 
br*th, it Iiad better precede than follow marriage. 

" Delivering my sentiments thus freely, will IM^ 
Ua/I you into a belief that I am desirous of K 



LETTER TO BENEDICT CALVERT. i03 

match. To postpone it ia all I hare In view; fat I ehall rec- 
Ommead (o the young gentleman, wilh the wanntb that he- 
comea a man of honor, to consider himself as much engaged 
to your daughter, aa if the indissoluble knot were tied; and aa 
the surest means of effeclinij this, to apply himself closely to 
bis studies, by which he will, in ■ great measure, avoid thoaa 
little flirtations with other joong ladies, that may, by divid- 
ing the attention, coatnbate not a little to divide the atfoo- 
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:IZ r-. : - ~ - •. - T .. .: : :1": -y:j:o: :"::e col- 
-r J . ?: • . r ..-«f :: : .ir.: Te.^u bad 
::r ••:-■' .' -..f:- -' - ^r-"-: :--r iTjTer- 
e^*.- .f It H >: II* •. r. ■;: .-J. .'wi.i 7r:»:-.:>r5 an 
:t:lt-_-t ..■.■-■■-":-. .: '.r Trs.?r:'>:-i article 
:i :' t't ■■- -t "Sr?-. T. r-. "r'j :'-:?. Lord 
y.T-.". '.-.-.-: ■-. 5. : .. 177." "; v wL:oh the 

m 

o.::: .-.t -.■:-- ./.■. — -.: :; -x~ ■: :":.Tir ic.vs from 
E'-J ■*. i ".. .'J '. .'-. -'i.:tVt-. v.i::.:u: paving 
ex>:r: i.:-T-. T ir. ':- -,:..•.'...• 2 :..rm :o offer 
t'.-.-ir tri* :^: A '. .-.v rr">. ->^ ::.:- ?•.".::.: =^ would, he 

•:;; -.otitic*. ::..:* rtl:oT::.r the C tr.iviv.v, and at the 
tiir.'.t :::ae l-rT.rrrl::::^ :":.e r^vr::.:e Vy the impost 
d 1 1 : V. Gji*ri i : : . J i :; : :.r w : ?^ .: . m : :' : ! . i > pv-l ic v, t he 
Company di«;:.>r2r-J tiitrir w;irc-'.. ::*c>, ireiglited 
leveral ships with teiU and sc:;: :Lcm to variona 
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parts of the colonies. This brought matters to a 
crisis. One sentiment, one determination, perva- 
ded the whole continent, Taxation was to re- 
ceive its definitive blow. Whoever submitted to 
it was an enemy to his country. From New 
York and Philadelphia the ships were sent back, 
unladen, to London. In Charleston the tea was 
unloaded, and stored away in cellars and other 
places, where it perished. At Boston the action 
was still more decisive. The ships anchored in 
the harbor. Some small parcels of tea were 
brought on shore, but the sale of them was pro- 
hibited. The captains of the ships, seeing the 
desperate state of the case, would have made sail 
back for England, but they could not obtain the 
consent of the consignees, a clearance at the cus- 
tom-house, or a passport from the governor to clear 
the fort. It was evident, the tea was to be forced 
upon the people of Boston, and the principle of 
taxation established. 

To settle the matter completely, and prove that, 
on a point of principle, they were not to be trifled 
with, a number of the inhabitants, disguised as 
Indians, boarded the ships in the night (18th De- 
cember), broke open all the chests of tea, and 
emptied the contents into the sea. This was no 
rash and intemperate proceeding of a mob, but 
the well-considered, though resolute act of sober, 
respectable citizens, men of reflection, but deter- 
mination. The whole was done calmly, and in 
perfect order ; after which the actors in the scene 
dispersed without tumult, and returned quietly to 
their homes 
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Tlifl general oppoaition of the colonies 
priiitiijiti; of tiixHliun litid given great aouojaDca 
Id guverumeul, but tliis individual act conoeo- 
tnilud nil ils wrntli upon Boslon. A bill WM 
l<)rUiwilli passed iu Piirliameitl (commoalj coIImI 
lilt) BoMun purt bill), b; wbicb all lading oiid 
uiiliulirig of goods, warue, nnd raerc:haDdL8e, were 
tu LtasH ill ibat towii aud harbor, nti aud after tbo 
4tli (ifJiiuu, aud ihe offiuera of tbe cualoms tu ba 
trniiBferrud lo Salem. 

Atiolher law, passed »oon aAcr, altered lh« 
ohnrtor of llitj pn)viuce, decreeing tbat all cxiiin- 
•u Id ra, judges, and mugUi rates, should be nppoialed 
by ilie orowu, and bold ofEce during iha royal 
pious iirt!. 

This Was followed by a ibird, intended for iha 
siippressinn of riots ; and providing tbat any per- 
son iudicled for murder, or otbur capital offense, 
(mmmiltml in aiding tbo miigintraey, inigbt be sent 
liy tim goverticir lo some other colony, or to Grent 
Biilfttii, for trial. 

8uub was ihu ImiIi of Parliamentary wrath ful- 
minated a)<ninst the devoted town of Boston. Be- 
fure it fell there wius a seasion in May, of the 
Virginia House of Burgesses. The sociul pouiiun 
of Lord Dunmore hnd beeti strengthened iu tha 
province by the arrival of bis lady, and a namer- 
ous family of sons and daughters. Tlie old Vir-' 
ginia arjslocmcy had vied with each other 
pitable attentions to the family, 
had Hpning up. Regiiltttions bw 
by a herald, and published official 
sdeiice of 
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oflicers, and their wives. The aristocracy of the 
Ancient Dominica was furbishing up ite former 
eplendor. Carriages and four rolled into the 
streets of Williamsburg, with horses handsomely 
caparisoned, bringing the wealthy planters and 
their families to the seat of government. 

Washington arrived in Williamsburg on the 
16th, and dined with the governor on the day of 
his arrival, having a distinguished position in the 
court circle, and being still on terms of inti- 
macy with his lordship. The House of Burgesses 
was opened in form, and one of its first measures 
was an address of congratulation to the governor, 
on tlie arrival of his lady. It was followed up 
by an agreement among the members to give 
her ladyship a splendid ball, on the 27th of the 
month. 

All things were going on smoothly and smil- 
ingly, when a letter, received through the corre- 
sponding committee, brought intelligence of the 
vindictive measure of Parliament, by which the 
port of Boston was to be closed on the approach- 
ing 1st of June. 

The letter was read in the House of Burgesses, 
and produced a general burst of indignation. All 
other business was thrown aside, and this became 
the sole subject of discussion. A protest against 
this and other recent acts of Parliament was en- 
tered upon the journal of the House, and a reso- 
lution was adopted, on the 24tli of May, setting 
ftpart the 1st of June as a day of fasting, prayer, 
and humiliation ; in which the divine interposition 

(^ to be implored, to avert the heavy calamity 
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threateuing destruction to their rights, and all the 
evils of civil war ; and to give the people one 
heart and one mind in firmly opposing every in- 
jury to American liberties. 

On the following morning, while the Burgesses 
were engaged in animated debate, they were 
summoned to attend Lord Dunmore in the coun- 
cil chamber, where he made them the following 
laconic speech : ** Mr. Speaker, and Grentlemen 
of the House of Burgesses: I have in my hand 
a paper, published by order of your House, con- 
ceived in such terms as reflect highly upon His 
Majesty, and the Parliament of Great Britain, 
which makes it necessary for me to dissolve you, 
and you are dissolved accordingly." 

As on a former occasion, the Assembly, though 
dissolved, was not dispersed. The members ad- 
journed to the long room of the old Kaleigh tav- 
ern, and passed resolutions, denouncing the Bos- 
ton port bill as a most dangerous attempt to de- 
stroy the constitutional liberty and rights of all 
North America ; recommending their countrymen 
to desist from tlie use, not merely of tea, but of 
all kinds of East Indian commodities ; pronoun- 
cing an attack on one of the colonies, to enforce 
arbitrary taxes, an attack on all ; and ordering 
the committee of correspondence to communi- 
cate with the other corresponding committees, on 
the expediency of appointing deputies from the 
several colonies of British America, to meet an- 
nually in GENERAL Congress, at such place as 
might be deemed expedient, to deliberate on such 
measures as the united interests of the colonies 
/night require. 
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This was the first reoommeDdAtioD of a General 
Congress bj anj public assembly, though it had 
been previously proposed in town meetings at 
New York and Boston. A resolution to tlie 
same effect was passed in the Assembly of Msis- 
sachusetts before it was aware of the proceedings 
of the Virginia Legislature, The measure rec- 
ommended met with prompt and general concur- 
rence throughout the colonies, and the fif^h day 
of September next ensuing was fixed upon for 
the first Congress, which was to be held at Phil- 
adelphia. 

Notwithstanding Lord Dunmore's abrupt disso* 
lution of the House of Burgesses, the members 
still continued on courteous terms with him, and 
the ball which they had decreed early in the ses- 
sion in honor of Lady Diinmore, was celebrated 
on the 27th with unwavering gallantry. 

As to Washington, widely as lie differed from 
Lord Dunmore on important points of policy, his 
intimacy with him remained uninterrupted. By 
memorandums in his diary it appears that he 
dined and passed the evening at his lordship's on 
the 25th, the very day of the meeting at the Ra- 
leigh tavern ; that he rode out with him to his 
farm, and breakfasted there with him on the 26th, 
and on the evenins: of the 27tli attended the 
given to her ladyship. Such was the we 
decorum that seemed to quiet the turbule 
popular excitement, without check' 
firm expression of popular opinio 

On the 29th, two days afte 
arrived from Boston giving the 
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the uniiuiil town meelin^ in March and May, 
were to bo held witliout permiasioa of the gov- 

General Tlioiras Gnge hjul recently been np- 
poiuCed lo Lbe miljtiiry coinrniicid of Mn^SAchu- 
setts, and (lie carrying out of these iiffensive acts. 
lie wna tbe same officer wbu, ns lieu ten ait t-col' 
niiel, had led tbe advnnce guai'd on the field of 
Bi'addock's dcfeaL Forlune had since gone well 
wiih bim. Bwiig ill the service, he had been 
govemoi' of Montreal, and had eucceeded Am- 
herst in the command of the Briush forces on 
this continent. He was linked to tlie country 
«lso by duniealic ties, having married into one of 
ipectable faiuilies of New Jersey. 
|la tlie varions tiituations in which be had hitlierto 
been pliiced be had wod esieem, and rendered 
httn-ielf (Jupular, Not much wna expected from 
present post by those who knew him 
well. William Smith, tbe lii-'tloriao, speaking of 
to Adams, " G«ge," siiid he, " was a good- 
itnred, peaceable, sociable man while here ( in 
iw York ), but altogether unlit ibr a governoi 
of Massachusetts. He will lose all the character 
he has acquired as a man, a genlleman, and a 
a rnere scribbling 
Hutchinson." 
1 Amuricti, he had 
of the char 

he to the 



general, and dwindle dowi 
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With all Gage's exper 
fornied a most 
of tbe peoplu, 
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" I would heartily join you in your political 
sentiments," writes Washington in reply, "as far 
as relates to a humble, and dutiful petition to the 
throne, provided there was the most distant hope 
of success. But have we not tried this already ? 
Have we not addressed the lords, and remon- 
strated to the commons? And to what end ? 
Does it not appear as clear as the sun in its merid- 
ian brightness that there is a regular, systematic 
plan to fix the right and practice of taxation upon 
us ? • • • • Is not the attack upon the liberty and 
property of the people of Boston, before restitu- 
tion of the loss to the India Company was de- 
manded, a plain and self-evident proof of what 
they are aiming at ? Do not the subsequent bills 
for depriving the Massachusetts Bay of its charter, 
and for transporting offenders to other colonies or 
to Great Britain for trial, where it is impossible, 
from the nature of things, that justice can be 
obtained, convince us that the administration is 
determined to stick at nothing to carry its point? 
Ought we not, then, to put our virtue and for- 
titude to the severest tests ? " 

The committee met according to appointment, 
with Washington as chairman. Tlie resolutions 
framed at the meeting insisted, as usual, on the 
right of self-government, and the principle that 
taxation and representation were in their nature 
inseparable. That the various acts of Parliament 
for raising revenue ; taking away trials by jury ; 
ordering that persons might be tried in a diflfei'ent 
country than that in which the cause of accusa- 
tion originated ; closing the port of Boston ; ab« 
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rogatisg the charter of Mnssachusetls Bity, etc., 
elo., — were nit [lart of a premedilnled design 
and sysleni lo iiilroJuce Krbitniry governn'eiil 
irjto the colonies. That (he Budilen nud repealed 
'lissoluliona of Assemblies whenever ihej pre- 
sumed 10 examine ihe illegality of miuistcrial 
mandates, or deliberated on the violated I'ighls of 
their constiluenlK, were part of ihe B&roe system, 
and calculated and iuletided to drive the people 
of the colonies to a slate of desperation, And to 
dissolve the compact by vrhich their ancestors 
bound ihemselves and llieir posterity la reitinin 
dependent on the British crown. The resola- 
tions, furthermore, recommended the most perfect 
1 and coSperation ainotig the colonies ; soU 
coveiimita with respect to non -import a I ion 
• aod uon-iiitGrconrsB, and h renunciution of all 
dealings with any colony, town, or province, that 
should refuse to agree to the plan adopted by the 
General Congress, 

They also recommended a dnlifnl petition and 
remoiistrauoe from the Congress to ibe king, as- 
serting their const ilutionikl rights and privileges i 
lamenting the necessity of entering into measures 
that might be displeaeijsg ; declaring ib^r hUboI^ 

'lis person, family, and | --— 

their desire lo continue ii 

I Britain; beseeching him uot ia Ti 
BulijeclB of America lo deeper 
that fron 
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WaMiitiglon at this eveutCul lime, if not being 
eiiiirely dictated by him. The last sentence is 
of awful import, suggesting the possibility of be- 
ing (iriveu to au appeal to amis. 

Bryan Fairfax, who was aware of their pur- 
port, addressed b. long letter to Washington, on 
the 17th of July, the day preceding thai in which 
they were to be reported by the commillee, sla- 
tiog his objections to several of them, and re- 
questutg that bis letter might be publicly read. 
The. letter was not received until after the com- 
mittee bad gone lo the coiirt-houfe on the I8th, 
with the resolutions revised, corrected, and ready 
lo be reported. Washington glanced over the 
letter hastily, and handed it round to several of 
ihe genilemen present. They, wilh one excep- 
tion, ailvised that it should not be publicly read, 
as it was not likely to mtike any converts, and 
was repugnant, as some [houghl, to every princi- 
ple they were conteTidirig for- Washington tot- 
bore, therefore, to give it any furlher publicity. 

The resolutions reported by ihe committee 
were adopted, and Washington was chosen a. dele- 
gale lo represenl the county at the General Con- 
vention of the province, to be held at Williamsbnrg 
on the 1st of August. Aller the meeting had 
adjourned, he felt doubtful whether Fairfax might 
not be dissatislied that liis letter Lad not beea 
read, as he reijiiL-sli-il, to the MUtX Bt lirgt 
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iterated his belief that an appeal wouM be inefTBO- 
tuiil. " Wliiit is it we arn conleiniing ngiiitiat?" 
asked he ; " Is it ngiiiiist paying the duly ol' l.liree- 
perice per pound on tea beciinsB burdensome? 
No, it is the right oulj, that we have all along 
dispnled ; and to this end, wo have already peti- 
tioned His Majesty in hb humble and dutiful a 
manner as aubjeets Mold do. Nay, more, we 
applied to the House of Lords mid House of 
Commons in tlieir different legislative capacities, 
setting forlli that, as Englishmen, we could not 
be depriivd of this esfieutlal and valuable part of 



Tiie conduct of the Boston people could not 
I justify the rigor of their measures, unless there 
r bad lieen a requisition of payment, »nd refusal 
I of it; nor did that conduct require an act (o de* 
e the government of Massachusells Bay of 
I their charter, or to exempt ofitindera from trial in 
places where ofFensea were conimilled, as 
I there WAS not, nor could there be, a tiinglu InstHiice 
I produced to manifest the necessity of it. Ai'e not 
" nil these things evident proofs of n fixed and uni- 
form plan to lax us? If we want further priKifs, 
do not all tlie debates in tlie House of Commons 
serve to confirm Ibis? And has not General 
Gage's conduct since his arrival, in slopping the 
address of his eomicil, mid publishing a prochimx- 
lion, m ora becoming a Turkish hiisliavv ihau iin 

IBugll^^^h|nior, ileclarin^ it Ireai^on to associnie 
tad^^^b bv wliirli i!ie commerce of Great 
j till. — • 1ms not this exiiibiled 

■limy of the most despotic 



'.v. 



»,..- wa.-? practiced in a 



., '^ (ill wliH.-h AVa--liiiiixton 

. ijciit. ^vi^** *^*** in»n-in)p()rtali«»u 

*; ,.. 0'8'Vii»^'''V ^ii»*l *»e "as min.-h 

. .,. ;ii:il ll»i'»'^' »* "^' roiift' tor n^ 

\ ^ 1 1 •'• - ' ..t T , T 

., •;.••.>; :uu I I s^ >il it..'a>c 1 

t' ■ * • I ■ ... 

is inib.-* '• 



.1 • • 



•'•It 



.1 . •• 



. :.v i»vn><' 

•' • 

• • • 

■ 



•- •«^»v;^:i 



\« " 



u 









u«r 



;Ui 



LETTER FROM BRYAN FAIRFAX. 419 

thousand men, subsist them at his own expense^ 
and march at their head to the relief of Boston.^ 

The Convention was six days in session. Res- 
olutions, in the same spirit with those passed in 
Fairfax County, were adopted, and Peyton Ran- 
dolph, Richard Henry Lee, George Washington, 
Patrick Henry, Richard Bland, Benjamin Harri- 
son, and Edmund Pendleton, were appointed del- 
egates, to represent the people of Virginia in the 
General Congress. 

Shortly after Washington's return from Wil- 
liamsburg, he received a reply from Bryan Fair- 
fax, to his last letter. Fairfax, who was really 
a man of liberal views, seemed anxious to vindi- 
cate himself from any suspicion of the contrary. 
In adverting to the partial suppression of his let- 
ter, by some of the gentlemen of the committee: 
" I am uneasy to find," writes he, " that any one 
should look upon the letter sent down as repug- 
nant to the principles we are contending for ; and, 
therefore, when you have leisure, I shall take it 
as a favor if you will let me know wherein it 
was thought so. I beg leave to look upon you 
as a friend, and it is a great relief to unbosom 
one's thoughts to a friend. Besides, the informa- 
tion, and the correction of my errors, which I 
may obtain from a correspondence, are grtnit in- 
ducements to it. For I am convinced that no 
man in the colony wishes its prosperity more, 
would go greater lengths to serve it, or is, at the 
same time, a better subject to the crown. Pray 

1 See infonnation given to the elder Adams, by Mr. I yncU 
Routh Carolina. Adams' Diary. 
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Bjstem of tyranny that ever was practiced in a 
free government ? " 

The popular measure on which Washington 
laid the greatest stress as a means of obtaining 
redress from government, was the non-importation 
scheme ; " for I am convinced/' said he " as much 
as of my existence, that there is no relief for us 
but in their distress ; and I think — at least I 
hope — that there is public virtue enough left 
among us to deny ourselves everything but the 
bare necessaries of life to accomplish this end. 
At the same time, he forcibly condemned.a sugges- 
tion that remittances to England should be with- 
held. "While we are accusing others of injus- 
tice/* said he, " we should be just ourselves ; and 
how this can be whilst we owe a considerable 
debt, and refuse payment of it to Great Britain 
is to me inconceivable : nothing but the last ex- 
tremity can justify it." 

On the 1st of August, the convention of repre- 
sentatives from all parts of Virginia assembled 
at Williamsburg. Washington appeared on be- 
half of Fairfax County, and presented the reso- 
lutions already cited, as the sense of his con- 
stituents. He is said, by one who was present, 
to have spoken in support of them in a strain of 
uncommon eloquence, which shows how his latent 
ardor had been excited on the occasion, as elo- 
quence was not in general among his attributes. 
It is evident, however, that he was roused to an 
unusual pitch of enthusiasm, for he is said to 
have declared that he was ready to raise one 
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rikperse these a<sembl:iges by force of arms ; for, 
the |>eople who composed them mingled the sol- 
dier with the |H)lemic ; and, like their prototypes, 
the Covenanters of yore, if prone to argue, were 
as ready to fight. So the meetings continued to 
be liel<i j>ertiuaciously. Faneuil Hall was at 
times unable to hold them, and they swarmed 
from that revolutionary liive into old South 
Church. The liberty-tree became a rallying place 
for any popular movement, and a flag hoisted on 
it was saluted by :ill processions as the emblem 
of tlie popular cause- 
Opposition to the new plan of government as- 
sumed a more violent as|iect at the extremity 
of tlie province, and was abetted by Connecticut 
**It is very high," writes Gage (August 27th), 
** in Berkshire County, and makes way rapidly to 
the rest At Worcester thev threaten resistance, 
purchase arms, provide [>owder, c:ist balls, and 
threaten to attack any troops who may oppose 
them. I apprehend I shall soon have to march 
a body of troops into that township." 

The time appointed for the meeting of the 
General Congress at Philadelphia was now at 
hand. Delegates had already gone on from Mas- 
sachusetts. " It is not possible to guess," writes 
Gage, •' what a body composed of such hetero- 
g(»iiO()us matter will determine ; but the members 
from hence, I am assured, will promote the most 
h.'iu;ihty and insolent resolves ; for their plan has 
nvcr b(»on, by threats and high-sounding seditioil, 
to UniWy 'iiid intimidate/' 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

Meeting of the First CongreSB. — OpflninR Ceramonie!. — 
Eloquenca of Palricb Henry und Henrr Leo. — Dcclnratoi? 
- Reaolution.— Biil of Bigbla. — Stale Pnpi'i-s. — (jhulham's 
Opinions of CnngTfaa. — ^ Waahiiiglon's Corrcspondenca with 
Cnpt. Mackeniid. — Views with raapoct lo IndepenJenco. — 
Depirtuie of Fairfu for Englsjid. 

I^£^9H£N the time approaciied Tur ilie meet- 
RwVm ing of the General Congress at Phila- 
yjjqfjl de1phia,WaaliLngton wilh joined nl Mount 
Veriio,! by Pali'ick Henry and Eilmuiid Pendle- 
ton, Bn<r ttiey performed ihe journey together on 
horseback It was a noble compnuioiiship. Henry 
was then iu llie yoiithfiil vigor ntid elasiicliy of 
his bounding genius; ardent, acute, faucifiil, elo- 
quent. FendletoD, schooled in public life, a vet- 
eran ID council, with native force of intellect, niid 
habits of deep reflectioB, Wiishiiigton, in the 
meridian of his days, mature in wisdom, compre- 
hensive in mind, sagacious in foresight. Such 
were Ihe apostles of liberty, repairing on iheir 
august pilgrimnpe to Philndelphiu from all parts 
I of the land, to lay the fuundation^^ of a mighty 
k empire. Well may we say of that eventful 
^period, " There were giants in those days." 

>led on Monday, the 5ih of 
1 in Carpenter's HalL 
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There were Hfly-une delegates, represeoling mIR 
the colonies excepting Georgia. 

The meeting liiis beeu dtscribed lis " awfuHy 
solemn." The most eniiiietit men of the Tnrions 
cotuiiies were now (or the first time brought It^ 
Rullier ; they were known to each oilier by fame, 
but were, personnily, stjuiigers. The «hjcct whidi 
hii<i called them togt-ilier, wtis of iiiailculitbla 
mHSiiiliide. The liberties oC no tera Ibnn three 
millions of people, witb that of all their poster- 
ity, were elaked on tbe wisdom and enei^ of 
their council".' 

" It is such nn assembly," writes John Adams, 
who was present, -'iis never before came together 
OD a sttdiien, iu any part of the world. Here li^e 
fortunes, abilities, learning, eloquence, acnteness, 
equal Co any I erer met ivitli in iiif life. Hera 
is ft diversity of religions, eilucatiuits, nuumen, 
interests, soch as it would seem impassible lo 
onite in one plan of conilucL" 

There being an inequality ia the number of 
delegates from ihe dilTereni colonies. » queslioti 
Arose as to the mode of vi.iing; wheihtr by col- 
onies, by the poll, or by iiileniHts. 

Patrick Henry scouted the idea of sectional 
dialincttons or individual interests. " All Amer- 
ica," said he, "is thrown into one ma^-. WTitre 
are your landmarks — your boitii ' 
nies? They are all thrown dowi . 
lions between Tirgiuiau?, Penii--. 
Yorkers, nnd 
tamwMa Ya 
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After same debate, it was determined that each 
colony should have but one vote, whatever might 
be the number of its delegates. The delibera- 
tions of the House were to be with closed doors, 
and nothing but the resolves promulgated, unless 
by order of the majority. 

To give proper dignity and solemnity to the 
proceedings of the House, it was moved on the 
following day, that each morning the session 
should be opened by prayer. To this it was de- 
murred, that as the delegates were of different 
sects, they might not consent to join in th§ same 
form of worship. 

Upon this, Mr. Samuel Adams arose and said : 
" He would willingly join in prayer with any 
gentleman of piety and virtue, whatever might be 
his cloth, provided he was a friend of his coun- 
try;" and he moved that the reverend Mr. 
Duche, of Philadelphia, who answered to that 
description, might be invited to oflficiate as chap- 
lain. This was one step towards unanimity of 
feeling, Mr. Adams being a strong Congrega- 
tionalist, and Mr. Duche an eminent Episcopa- 
lian clergyman. The motion was carried into 
effect ; the invitation was given and accepted. 

In the course of the day, a rumor reached 
Philadelphia that Boston had been cannonaded by 
the British. It produced a strong sensation ; and 
when Congress met on the following morning 
(7th), the effect was visible in every countenance. 
The delegates from the east were greeted with a 
'farmer grasp of the hand by their associates 
the south. 
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fof ii'gislstiiig in thi-ir provincm] Assemblies, con- 

Miiing, however, to sucli acts of FarliuiiieDt as 

liglit be essoDCiul lo the reguLitiou of trade ; but 

\ excluding all taxation, inlorual or exlernaJ, fur 

raising revenue in Americn. 

L law of England was chiimnd as a 

birthriglii, including the right of trial by a jury 

iuage ; of holding public meelings to 

ievances ; and of pelitioniiig the king, 

[ The benelite of all such stututes as exialoil at the 

13 of the colonization were likewise cliumed, lo- 

1 geilier with the immuniiies and privileges granled 

by royiil charlers, or secured by proviiieial Ihws. 

The maintenance of a GtJindirig army in »ny 
colony in time of peace, without the consent of ils 
legishiture, whs pronounced contrary to law. The 
exereiae of the legislative r^ower in the colonies 
by a council appointed during pleasure by the 
crown, WHS declnred to be uuconstituliontil, and 
deslrnciive to the freedom of American Irgi^la- 

Then followed a specification of the acts of 
PHrliaraent, passed during the reign of George 
lU., iiifmiging and violating these rights. Thuse 
:; the stamp act; the two acls 
iQUartering troops; the ten act; the act sus- 
' B New York Legislatuie ; the two acts 
■ Great Britain of offei 

; llie Boston piirt bill j the act for 
o goveranient of Massachusetts, and 
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their fellow subjects in Great Britain will, ou a 
revision of them, restore us to tliat state iu which 
both countries found happiness and prosperity, 
we have, for the present, only resolved to pursue 
the following peaceable measures : — 

^ 1st. To enter into a non-importation, non- 
consumption, and non*exportation agreement, or 
association. 

** 2d. To prepare an address to the people of 
Great Britain, and a memorial to the inhabitants 
of Britbh America. 

" 3d. To prepare a loyal address to His Maj- 
esty." 

The above-mentioned association was accord- 
ingly formed, and committees were to be ap- 
pointed in every county, city, and town, to main- 
tain it vigilantly and strictly. 

Masterly state papers were issued by Congress 
in conformity to the resolutions ; namely, a peti- 
tion to the king, drafted by Mr. Dickinson of Phil- 
adelphia ; an address to the people of Cnnada by 
the same hand, inviting them to join the league 
of the colonies ; another to the peuple of Great 
Britain, drafted by John Jay of New York ; and 
a memorial to the inhabitants of the Briiish col- 
onies, by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia.^ 

The Congress remained hi session fifty-one 
days. Every subject, according to Adams, was 
discussed '* with a moderation, an acuteness, and 
a minuteness equal to that of Queen Elizabeth's 
privy council."^ The papers issued by it have 

1 See Corrtspondenct and Diary of J. Adams, vols. ii. and ix. 
« Letter to William Tudor, 26th of Sept., 1774. 
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deservedly been pronounced masterpieces of prac- 
tical talent and political wisdom. Chatham, when 
speaking on the subject in the House of Lords, 
could not restrain his enthusiasm. " When your 
lordships," said he, " look at the papers trans- 
mitted to us from America; when you consider 
their decency, firmness, and wisdom, you cannot 
but respect their cause, and wish to make it your 
own. For myself, I must declare and avow that, 
in the master states of the world, I know not the 
people, or senate, who, in such a complication of 
difficult circumstances, can stand in preference to 
the delegates of America assembled in General 
Congress at Philadelphia." 

From the secrecy that enveloped its discus- 
sions, we are ignorant of the part taken by 
Washington in the debates ; the similarity of the 
resolutions, however, in spirit and substance to 
those of the Fairfax County meeting, in which 
he presided, and the coincidence of the measures 
adopted with those therein recommended, show 
that he had a powerful agency in the whole 
proceedings of this eventful assembly. Patrick 
Henry, being asked, on his relurn home, whom 
he considered the greatest man in Congress, re- 
plied ; " If you speak of eloquence, Mr. Rutledgts 
of South Carolina, is by far the greatest orator ; 
but if you speak of solid information and sound 
judgment. Colonel Washington is unquestionably 
the greatest man on that floor." 

How thoroughly and zealously he participated 
in the feelings which actuated Congress in this 
memorable session, may be gathered from his cor- 
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deeply planned to overturn the laws and t»asti- 
tutioD of their country, and to violate the most 
essential and valuable rights of mankind, being 
irritated, and with difficulty restrained from acts 
of the greatest violence and intemperance. 

" For my own part, I view things in a very 
different point of light from the one in which you 
seem to consider them ; and though you are led 
to believe, by venal men, that the people of Mas- 
sachusetts are rebellious, setting up for indepen- 
dency, and what not, give me leave, my good 
friend, to tell you that you are abused, grossly 

abused I think I can announce it as a 

fact, that it is not the wish or interest of that 
government, or any other upon this continent, 
separately or collectively, to set up for indepen- 
dence ; but this you may at the same time rely on, 
that none of them will ever submit to the loss of 
their valuable rights and privileges, which are 
essential to the happiness of every free state, and 
without which, life, liberty, and property are ren- 
dered totally insecure. 

" These, sir, being certain consequences, which 
must naturally result from the late acts of Par- 
liament relative to America in general, and the 
government of Massachusetts in particular, is it to 
be wondered at that men who wish to avert the 
impending blow, should attempt to oppose its prog- 
ress, or prepare for their defense, if it cannot be 
averted? Surely I may be allowed to answer in 
the negative ; and give me leave to add, as my 
opioioQy tb&t more blood will be spilled on this 

^"^ determined to push 
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mattei'8 to extremity, than history has ever yc 
> furnished instances of in the annals of Nort 

America ; and such a vital wound will be give 

to the peace of this great country, as time itse 

cannot cure, or eradicate the remembrance of." 

In concluding, he repeats his views with r€ 

. spect to independence : " I am well satisfied the 

\ no such thing is desired by any thinking ma 

in all North America ; on the contrary, that it i 
J the ardent wish of the warmest advocates fo 

i liberty, that peace and tranquillity, upon consti 

tutional grounds, may be restored, and the horror 

of civil discord prevented.** ^ 

j This letter we have considered especially woi 

; thy of citation, from its being so full and explici 

i a declaration of Washington's sentiments ani 

opinions at this critical juncture. His views o; 
the question of independence are particularl 
noteworthy, from his being at this time in dail 
and confidential communication with the leader 
, of the popular movement, and among them wit! 

the delegates from Boston. It is evident that th 
filial feeling still throbbed toward the mother coun 
try, and a complete separation from her had no 
yet entered into the alternatives of her colonis 
children. 

On the breaking up of Congress, Washingto; 
hastened back to Mount Vernon, where his pres 
ence was more than usually important to the hap 
piness of Mrs. Washington, from the lonelines 
caused by the recent death of her daughter, ani 
the absence of her son. The cheerfulness of th^ 
neighborhood had been diminished of late by th 
1 Sparks. Washington's Writings^ vol. ii. p. 899. 
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departure of George Williiim Faii'fax (br Eiiglmii}, 
to inke possesaiuii of estates wliidi hud devolved 
lu liim iu that kingdom. His eslHte of Belvoir, 
eo closely allied with that of Mount Venioii by 
family ties and reciprocoil linapitality, wiaa lefl iu 
cliarge of a steward, or overaeer. Thr<iugh forae 
accident Ihe house took fire, and was burut to the 
ground. It was never rebuilt. The course of 
political events which swept Wnsliiiigton from his 
quiet home into the current of public imd military 
life, prevented William Fairfax, who was « roy- 
alist, though a. liberal ooe, from returning to Ilia 
once happy abode, add the hospitable iiitenxim- 
niiiiiion of Mount Vernon and Belvoir was at au 
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HE rumor of the cannonading of Boston, 
which had thrown such a gloom over 

the religious ceremonial at the opening 

of Congress, had been caused by measures of Gov- 
ernor Gage. The public mind, in Boston and 
its vicinity, had been rendered excessively jeal- 
ous and sensitive by the landing and encamping 
of artillery upon the Common, and Welsh Fu- 
siliers on Fort Hill, and by the planting of four 
large field-pieces on Boston Neck, the only en- 
trance to the town by land. The country people 
were arming and disciplining themselves in every 
direction, and coUectiDg and depositing arms and 
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Rmmunition in places where they would be at 
hand in case of emergency. Gage, on the other 
hand, issued orders that the munitions of war in 
hU the public magazines should be * brought to 
Boston. One of these magazines was the arse- 
nal in the northwest part of Charlestown, be- 
tween Medford and Cambridge. Two companies 
of the king's troops passed silently in boats up 
Mystic River in the night ; took possession of a 
large quantity of gunpowder deposited there, and 
conveyed it to Castle Williams. Intelligence of 
this sacking of the arsenal flew with lightning 
speed through the neighborhood. In the morning 
several thousands of patriots were assembled at 
Cambridge, weapon in hand, and were with dif- 
ficulty prevented from marching upon Boston to 
compel a restitution of the powder. In the con- 
fusion and agitation, a rumor stole out into the 
country that Boston was to be attacked ; followed 
by another that the ships were cannonading the 
Jown, and the soldiers shooting down the inhab- 
itants. The whole country was forthwith in arms. 
Numerous bodies of the Connecticut people had 
made some marches before the report was contra- 
dicted.^ 

To guard against any irruption from the coun- 
try, Gage encamped the 59th regiment on Boston 
Neck, and employed the soldiers in intrenching and 
fortifying it. 

In the meantime the belligerent feelings of the 
inhubitants were encouraged, by learning how the 

1 Holmes' Annals^ ii. 191. Letter of Gage to Lord Dart- 
B" nth. 
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rumor of their being cannonaded had been re- 
ceived in the Greneral Congress, and by assur- 
ances from all parts that the cause of Boston 
would be made the common cause of America. 
** It is surprising," writes Greneral Gage, *' that 
so many of the other provinces interest themselves 
so much in this. They have some warm friends 
in New York, and I learn that the people of 
Charleston, South Carolina, are as mad as they 
are here."^ 

The commissions were arrived for those civil 
officers appointed by the crown under the new 
modifications of the charter : many, however, were 
afraid to accept of them. Those who did soon 
resigned, finding it impossible to withstand the 
odium of the people. The civil government 
throughout the province became obsiruoted in all 
its operations. It was enough for a man to be 
supposed of the governmental party to incur the 
popular ill-will. 

Among other portentous signs, war-hawks be- 
gan to api)ear above the horizon. Mrs. Gushing, 
wife to a member of Congress, writes to her hus- 
band, " Two of the greatest military characters 
of the day are visiting this distressed town. 
General Charl^^Lee, who has served in Poland, 
and Colonel Israel Putnam, whose bravery and 
character need no description." As these two 
men will take a prominent part in coming events, 
we pause to give a word or two concerning 
them. 

Israel Putnam was a soldier o' 

1 G«getoD 
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one of the militarir productions of the French 

; setiaoued and proved in frontier cnmpiiign- 
He liad served at Louiebiirg, Fort Dii- 
quesne, and Crown Point ; liad signiili/cd liita- 
"lan warfare ; been caplured by Ibe sav- 
Bgen, tied to a stftke to be lortiired and burnt, 
and bad only been rescued by the interference, at 
the eleventh hour, of a French partisan of the In- 

! the peace, he ha<l returned to agricul- 
tural life, and was now a farmer at Pomfret, in 
Connecticut, where the scars of hta woiiuda and 
tlie talea of his exploits rendered him a hero la 
popular estimation. The war spint yet burned 
within him. He was now chairman of a commit- 
tee of vigilance, and had come to Boston in dis- 
t charge of his pollticnl and. semi-belligereiit func- 
tions. 
General Charles Lee was a military man of a 
different stamp; an Engli»<bman by birth, and a 
highly cultivated production of European war- 
fare. He was the son of a British officer. Lieu- 
tenant-colonel John Lee, of the dragootis, who 
married the daughter of Sir Henry Bunbury, 
Bart., and aAerwanls rose to be a general. Leo 
was born in 1731, and may almost be said to have 
been cradled in the army, for he received a com- 
mission by the time he was eleven years of age. 
lie had an irregular oducnljon; part of iho time 
in England, part on the continent, and must have 
^licramljIH h'" ••■■••■ ■■■•" '' ■-"■vterlge ; yet by npiness, 
' il acquired a consider- 
ii and Latin scholar. 
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and acquainted with modern languages. The art 
of war was his especial study from his boyhood, 
and he had early opportunities of practical ex- 
perience. At the age of twenty-four, he com- 
manded a company of grenadiers in the 44th reg- 
iment, and served in the French war in America, 
where he was brought into military companion- 
ship with Sir William Johnson's Mohawk warriors, 
whom he used to extol for their manly beauty, 
their dress, their graceful carriage and good breed- 
ing. In fact, he rendered himself so much of a 
favorite among them, that they admitted him to 
smoke in their councils, and adopted him into the 
tribe of the Bear, giving him an Indian name^ 
signifying '* Boiling Water." 

At the battle of Ticonderoga, where Aber- 
crombie was defeated, he was shot through the 
body, while leading his men against the French. 
breastworks. In the next campaign, he was pres- 
ent at the siege of Fort Niagara, where General 
Prideaux fell, and where Sir William Johnson, 
with his British troops and Mohawk warriors, 
eventually won the fortress. Lee had, probably, 
an opportunity on this occasion of fighting side by 
side with some of his adopted brethren of the 
Bear tribe, as we are told he was much exposed 
durino; the entjagement with the French and In- 
dians, and that two balls grazed his hair. A 
military errand, afterwards, took him across Lako 
Erie, and down the northern branch of the Ohio 
to Fort Duquesne, and thence by a long march 
of seven hundred miles to Crown Point, where 
he joined General Amherst. In 1760, he was 



I 
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ig the forces wliicli followeiJ that general 
(rom L;ike OtJtHrio down iIih S'. LlL^vl'e^ce i nnd 
present at Uie siirreniier of Montreal, which 
completed the conquest of CunaJii. • 

In 1762, be bore a coluiiel's commission, and 
eei'ved under Brigadier-geiieral Burgoyue in Por- 
tugiil, where he was intrusted with an enterprise 
agninBt a Spanish post at the old Moorish castlo 
of Villa Velha. on the bauks of the Tagus. He 
forded the river in the night, piislied his way 
througli mountain passes, and at two o'clock in the 
morning, rnslied with his grenadiers inio tlia 
enemy's camp liefore daylight, wliere everytliing 
was carried at the pouit of I he bayonet, iiiisisted 
by a charge of dragnons. Tlie war over, be re- 
turned U> England, bearing testimonirtla of bravery 
Rnd good conduct from hia cummiinder-in-diief. tlie 
Connt de la Lippe, and from the king of Portu- 
gal-^ 

Wielding the pen as well as llie sivord, I*o 
undertook lo write on questions of colonial policy, 
relative lo Pontia<^s whi', in which he took the 
Opposition side. This lost him the favor of the 
ministry, and with it all hojte of further prn- 

lie now determined to offer his servioM to 

Poland, supposed lo be on tlie vt-rgp (vf « w«v 

HecommendiitionB fimn Kl- ■ ii '■'. ilin 

Count de la Lippe, procurnl ii..> 

I of llie continental coitrtc. ' 
by Frederick the (ii.'^ir. 
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vereations with him, chiefly on American affaira. 
At Warsaw, his military reputation secured him 
the favor of Poniatowsky, recently elected king 
of Poland, with the name of Stanislaus Augustus, 
who admitted him to his table, and made him one 
of his aides-de-camp. Lee was disappointed in 
his hope of active service. There was agitation 
in the country, but the power of the king was not 
adequate to raise forces sufficient for its sup- 
pression. He had few troops, and those not trust- 
worthy ; and the town was full of the disaffected. 
" We have frequent alarms/' said Lee, " and the 
pleasure of sleeping every night with our pistols 
on our pillows." 

By way of relieving hivS restlessness, Lee, at 
the suggestion of the king, set off to accompany 
the Polish ambassador to Constantinople. The 
latter travelled too slow for him ; so he dashed 
ahead when on the frontiers of Turkey, with an 
escort of the grand seignior's treasure ; came near 
perishing with cold and hunger among the Bul- 
garian mountains, and after his arrival at the 
Turkish capital, ran a risk of being buried under 
the ruins of his house in an earthquake. 

Late in the same year (1766), he was again in 
England, an applicant for military appointment, 
bearin": a letter from Kinji: Stanislaus to Kinjr 
George. His meddling pen is supposed again to 
have marred his fortunes, having indulged in sar- 
castic comments on the military character of 
General Townshend and Lord George Sackville. 
'* I am not at all surprised," said a friend to 
** that you find the door shut against j" 
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person who has such unbounded credit, as you 
have ever too freely indulged in a liberty of de- 
claiming, which many invidious persons have not 
failed to inform him of. The principle on which 
you thus freely speak your mind, is honest and 
patriotic, but not politic." 

The disappointments which Lee met with dur- 
ing a residence of two years in England, and a 
protracted attendance on people in power, rankled 
in his bosom, and embittered his subsequent resent- 
ment against the king and his ministers. 

In 1798, he was again on his way to Poland, 
with the design of performing a campaign in the 
Russian service. " I flatter myself," said he, 
" that a little more practice will make me a good 
soldier. If not, it will serve to talk over my 
kitchen fire in my old age, which will soon come 
upon us all." 

He now looked forward to spirited service, 
*'I am to have a command of Cossacks and Wal- 
lacks," writes he, " a kind of people I have a 
good opinion of. I am determined not to servo 
in the line. One might as well be a church- 
warden." 

The friendship of King Stanislaus continued. 
" He treats me more like a brother than a patron," 
said Lee. In 1769, the latter was raised to the 
rank of major-general in the Polish army, and 
left Warsaw to join the Russian force, which was 
crossing the Dniester and advancing into Moldavia. 
He arrived in time to take part in a severe action 

~ ssiaus and Turks, in which the 
\ were terribly cut up by the 
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now resolved to deal the latter a crippling blow* 
This was to surprise and destroy their magazine 
of military stores at Concord,- about twenty miles 
from Boston. It was to be effected on the night 
of the 18th of April, by a force detached for the 
purpose. 

Preparations were made with great secrecy. 
Boats for the transportation of the troops were 
launched, and moored under the sterns of the 
men-of-war. Grenadiers and light infantry were 
relieved from duty, and held in readiness. On 
the 18th, officers were stationed on the roads lead- 
ing from Boston, to prevent any intelligence of 
the expedition getting into the country. At night 
orders were issued by General Gage that no per- 
son should leave tlie town. About ten o'clock, 
from eight to nine hundred men, grenadiera, light 
infantry, and marines, commanded by Lieutenant- 
colonel Smith, embarked in the boats at the foot 
of Boston Common, and crossed to Lechmere 
Point, in Cambridge, whence tliey were to march 
silently, and without beat of drum, to the place 
of destination. 

The measures of General Gatje had not been 
shrouded in all the secrecy he imagined. Mys- 
tery often defeats itself by the suspicions it 
awakens. Dr. Joseph Warren, one of the com- 
mittee of safety, had observed the preparatory 
disposition of the boats and troops, and surmised 
some sinister intention. He sent notice of these 
movements to John Hancock and Samuel Adams, 
both members of the provincial Congress, but at 
that time privately sojourning with a friend al 
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Lexington, A design <iii (he raiigazine at Con- 
cord was suspected, iiml llic (KitnmiKee of safety 
ordered thiit the cannon irollected there should be , 
wcreted, and part of the stoi-es removGtI. 

On the night i>f the 18ih, Dr. Warren sent tt 
two messengers by difierent 
akrin that the king's triwpa were actually sally- 
ing forth. The messengers got uaC of Beaton 
jiiat before the order of General Giige went into 
effect, to prevent im^ one from leuviug the town. 
About the same time a lantern was hnng out of 
an upper window of the norlh cliarch, in the 
direulion of Chai-lestown- This was a precon- 
certed signal to the patriots of tliiit place, who 
insttintly dispatched swifl nieasengers lo rouse the 
country. 

In [be mean time Colonel Swift sot out 6n hie 
nocturnftl niiircli from Lechtoere Point by an un- 
frequented path across marshes, where iit limea 
the troops had to wade through water. He had 
proceeded but a few miles when alarm guiia, 
through the night nir, and the clang of 
'illage bells, showed thiit the news of his ap- 
pixiach was travelling before him, and the people 
were rising. He now sent back lo Genenil Gage 
for a riiiiiibrceinenl, wiiile Major Pitcairn whs de- 
tached with six compiiiii^ to press forward, and 
bridges at r 
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IcHM Iqr dlffiumt roadL 

« riihMr of tha Mine namet 

n^trth mul tlio noutli. The 

lnAiiitfy took pott in the 

wl^tW «tnHig {wrtiet of li|^ 

IM ant^^MM Iho bridgM wad dertnij' 

«hvmk Twt> houn ware ez] 

^tWlmoUon withoot mach 

iW «Hvmi ImvinK been iw nqraJ or 

H^H^Kivrtisit ^>wna were hwryin^ 
^N^N^M\* «* fN^ro At hand, and joining iba 
^ MM^ Mc^m until the little dead of 
ll^ )Km^ numbAitNl about ibar hondred 

AK\M) hm o'oiook, a boHj of three 
^m<^M<hv\k h^ dModfie the Bridsh from the 
|\^<<«^ A* ih^v approached, the latter find 
^^MH ^bfHH^ kUlinjflt two, and woanding a find. 
liH^ pt^lv^MA v>cfnmod the fire with sfHrit ani 
^s'^. 11^0 UnlMh rt^UtHated to the main body, 
ihi^ \iH«M*H>AUA putvuini; X\\tm across the bridge. 

Uy <hU tu\>«^ aU iho military stores whidi 
^\mM tx^ I^Mim) h«id Uv'n destroyed; Golond 
Smilh« lholv^\^^ ma<)o prr|>aration8 for a retreat 
Hv* »M\'»nonvi mv\jv* wt^ri^ collected, the dead 
w^wk lwri<^^» a«d tN>nx*i^y«no«^a procured for the 
woinMitvi. AU>wt ««vw ho«\>mmenoed his retro- 
j»rmlo nwrt^h ft>r 1Vv^^^«. It was high time. His 
UxH^i^ won* jad^H^ by tho ni^lit march, and the 
monunjj:** toil* ,Hwd skirmishins^a. 

The ciwntry wa« lhor(>ujrhly alarmed. The 
yeomanry wt^ro hurrying fi\>m every quarter to 
the scene of action. As the British began their 
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retreat, the Americans began the work of sore 
and galling retaliation. Along the open road, 
the former were harassed incessantly by rustic 
marksmen, who took dehberate aim from behind 
trees, or over stone fences. Where the road 
passed through woods, the British found them- 
selves between two fires, dealt by unseen foes, the 
minute men having posted themselves on each side 
among the bushes. It was in vain they threw out 
flankers, and endeavored to dislodge their assail- 
ants ; each pause gave time for other pursuers to 
come within reach, and open attacks from different 
quarters. For several miles they urged their way 
along woody defiles, or roads skirted with fences 
and stone walls, the retreat growing more and 
more disastrous \ some were shot down, some gave 
out through mere exhaustion ; the rest hurried on, 
without stopping to aid the ^tigued or wounded. 
Before reaching Lexington, Colonel Smith re- 
ceived a severe wound in the leg, and the situa- 
tion of the retreating troops was becoming ex- 
tremely critical, when, about two o'clock, they 
were met by Lord Percy, with a brigade of one 
thousand men, and two field-pieces. His lord- 
ship had been detached from Boston about nine 
o'clock by General Gage, in compliance with 
Colonel Smith's urgent call for a reinforcement, 
and had marched gaily through Roxbury to the 
tune of " Yankee Doodle," in derision of the 
^ rebels." He now found the latter a more formid- 
able foe than he had anticipated. Opening his 
brigade to the right and left, he received the re- 
treating troops into a hollow square; where, 
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fainting and exhausted, they threw themselves on 
the ground to rest. His lordship showed no dis- 
position to advance upon their assailants, but 
contented himself with keeping them at baj with 
his field-pieces, which opened a vigorous fire from 
an eminence. 

Hitherto the provincials, heing hasty levies, 
without a leader, had acted from individual im- 
pulse, without much concert; but now General 
Heath was upon the ground. He was one of 
those authorized to take conmiand when the 
minute men should be called out. That class of 
combatants promptly obeyed his orders, and he 
was efficacious in rallying them-, and bringing 
them into military order, when checked and scat- 
tered by the fire of the field-pieces. 

Dr. Warren, also, arrived on horseback, having 
spurred from Boston on receiving news of the 
skirmishing. In the subsequent part of the day, 
he was one of the most active and efficient men 
in the field. His presence, like that of General 
Heath, regulated the infuriated ardor of the mili- 
tia, and brought it into system. 

Lord Percy, having allowed the troops a 
short interval for repose and refreshment, contin- 
ued the retreat toward Boston. As soon as he 
got under march, the galling assault by the pur- 
suing yeomanry was recommenced in fiank and 
rear. The British soldiery, irritated in turn, 
acted as if in an enemy's country. Houses and 
shops were burnt down in Lexington; private 
dwellings along the road were plundered, and 
their inhabitants maltreated. Li one instance. 
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Bn nnoflbnding invalid was -waatAnly^ slain in Iiis 
onn house. All this increased the exasperation 
of the yeiimaDry. Tliere wfia occ^ional sharp 
BkirmiahiDg, with bloodshed on hoth tildes, but in 
general a. dogged pureuit, where the retreating- 
troops were galled at every step. Tlitir murch 
became more and more impeded by the number 
of tiieir wounded. " Lord Peroj- narrowly escaped 
death from a musket-ball, which struck olf a but- 
ton of his waistciiat. One of his officers re- 
mained behind wounded in West Cambridge. 
His ammunition was failing as he approached 
Charlestowa. The proTinuiiils pressed upon him 
in rear, others were advancing from Roxbury, 
Dorchester, and Milton; Colonel Pickering, with 
the Essex militia, seven hundred strong, was at 
hand ; there was daogtr of beiDg iatercupted in 
the retreat to Charlestown. The field-pieces 
were ag;iin brought into play, to check the ni-dor 
of the pursuit ; but tliey were no longer objects 
lof terror. The sharpest firing of the provincials 
' Pruspect Hill, us the harassed enemy 
lurried along the Charlestowii road, eager to 
"i the Neck, and get under cover of their 
The pursuit termiuuted a. liltle aft^T suu- 
at Charlestown Common, whuiu tieiicral 
Heath brought the minute men to a luUt. Will 
an hour more, a powerful body of 
1 Marblehsiid and Salem, camo np to J< 
[he chase. " If the retrent," wviie^t Waehi 
had not been as precipitate as it was. 
God knows it could not well havo been in( 
— the miaistarial troops miial have surri 
or been totally cut off." 
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Sixteen men were thus enlisted in Connecticit, 
% greater number in Massachusetts, but the great- 
est accession of force, was from wliat was called 
the ** New Ham pshii-e Grants.*' This wa.-^ a re- 
gion having the Connecticut River on one side, 
and Lake Champlain and the Hudson River on 
the other — being, in fact, the country forming 
the present State of Vermont It had long been 
a disputed territory, claimed by New York and 
Now Hampshire. George II. had decided in fii- 
vor of New York ; but the Governor of New 
Hampshire had made grants of between one and 
two hundred townships in it, whence it had ao 
quired the name of the New Hampshire Grants. 
The settlers on those grants resisted the attempts 
of New York to eject them, and formed them- 
selves into an association, called ** The Green 
Mountain Boys." Resolute, strong-handed fel- 
lows th(^y were, with Ethan Allen at their head, 
a native of Connecticut, but brought up among 
the Green Mountains. He and his lieutenants, 
Seth Warner and Remember Baker, were out- 
lawed by the Legislature of New York, and re- 
wards offered for their apprehension. They and 
their associates armed themselves, set New York 
at defiance, and swore they would be the death 
of any one wlio should attempt their arrest. 

Thus Ethan Allen was becoming a kind of 
Robin Hood among the mountains, when 
present crisis changed the relative positioa-::^ 
things as if by magic. Boundary feuds ^ 
forgotten amid the great questions <^ OC 
rights. Ethan Allen at once stepped fixm 




GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS. 



Ipfttriot, and volunteered with hia Green Moun- 
tain Boys to serve in the popniar cause. Ha 
was well fitted for tbe enterprise in question, by 
his e^cperience as a frontier champion, hia robust- 
ness of mind and body, and bis fearless spirit. 
He had & kind of rough eloquence, also, that was 
very effective with his folIoweM. " His stylti," 
Buys one, who knew him personally, '' was a sin- 
gular compound of local barbarisms. Scriptural 
phi-ases, and oriental wildness; and though nn- 

» classic, and sometimes un grammatical, was highly 
Animated and forcible." Washington, in one of 
his letters, says there was " an original something 
In him which commanded admiration." 

Thus reinforced, the party, now two hundred 
and seventy strong, pa*hed forward to Caailelon, 

»a place wiUiin a few miles of the head of Lake 
Champlaiu. Here a council of war was hold on 
Hie 2d of May. Ethan Allen was placed at the 
kead of the expedition, with Jumes Eastnn and 
Setfa Warner as second and third in command. 
Detachments were sent off to Skenesbo rough 
(now Whitehall), and another place ou die lake, 
with orders to eeixe all the boats they could find 
uiid bring them to Shoreham, opposite Ticonde- 
roga, whither Alien prepared to proceed with the 
main body. 
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which province he held a captain's commissian. 
He had proposed the scheme to the Massa- 
chusetts committee of safety. It had met their 
approbation. They had given him a coloners 
commission, authorized him to raise a force in 
Western Massachusetts, not exceeding four hun- 
dred men, and furnished him with money and 
means. Arnold had enlisted but a few officers 
and men when he heard of the expedition f]x>m 
Connecticut being on the march. He instantly 
hurried on with one attendant to overtake it, 
leaving his few recruits to follow, as best they 
could : in this way he reached Castleton just 
after the council of war. 

Producing the coloneFs commission received 
from the Massachusetts committee of safety, he 
now aspired to the supreme command. His 
claims were disregarded by the Green Mountain 
Boys ; they would follow no leader but Ethan 
Allen. As they formed the majority of the party, 
Arnold was fain to acquiesce, and serve as a vol- 
unteer, with the rank, but not the command of 
colonel. 

The pjirty arrived at Shoreliam, opposite Ticon- 
deroga, on the night of the 9th of May. The 
detachment sent in quest of boats had failed to 
arrive. There were a few boats at hand, with 
which the transportation was commenced. It was 
slow work ; the night wore away ; day was about 
to break, and but eighty-three men, with Allen 
and Arnold, had crossed. Should they wait for 
the residue, day would dawn, the garrison wake, 
and their enterprise might fail. Allen drew up 
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his men, addressed them in his own emphatic 
style, and announced his intention to make a dash 
at the fort, without waiting for more force. " It 
is a desperate attempt," said he, " and I ask no 
man to go against his will. I will take the lead, 
and be the first to advance. You that are willing 
to follow, poise your firelocks." Not a firelock 
but was poised. 

They mounted the hill briskly, but in silence, 
guided by a boy from the neighborhood. The 
day dawned as Allen arrived at a sally port. A 
sentry pulled trigger on him, but his piece missed 
fire. He retreated through a covered way. Allen 
and his men followed. Another sentry thrust at 
Easton with his bayonet, but was struck down by 
Allen, and begged for quarter. It was granted 
on condition of his leading the way instantly to 
the quarters of the commandant, Captain Dela- 
place, who was yet in bed. Being arrived there, 
Allen thundered at the door, and demanded a 
surrender of the fort. By this time his followers 
had formed into two lines on the parade-ground, 
and given three hearty cheers. The commandant 
appeared at his door half-dressed, *• the frightened 
face of his pretty wife peering over his shoulder." 
He gazed at Allen in bewildered astonishment. 
" By whose authority do you act ? " exclaimed 
he. " \\\ the name of the great Jehovah, and the 
Continental Congress ! " replied Allen, with a 
flourish of his sword, and "an oath which we do 
uot care to subjoin. 

There was no disputing the point. The gar- 
ribon, like the commander, had been startled from 
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teuux. 1 1 Wi4» immediatel/ 
Allen and Arnold to cmiai 
lake, and surpriite St. Johii^ 
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^Hbe frontier post of Canadn. Tlie schooner was 

^Kcconliiigly armed wiiti cnniioii fmia ihc fort, 

^^Arrioid, who hnd been a seaman in his youth, took 

the (!ainma,nd uf her, whilu Allen and his Green 

Mountain Boys embiirked in the hateaus. 

Arnold outsailed the other crafV, and arriving. 
at St. John's, surprised and made prisotiera of a 
sergeant and twelve men ; Cnptured a king's stoop 
of seventy Ions, with two hrnaa sis-pounders and 
seven men ; look four bateaux, destroyed several 
others, and then, learning that troops were on the 
way from Montreal and Chamblee, spread all his 
Bails to a. favoring breeze, and swept up the lake 
with his prizes and prisoners, and some valuable 
Stores, whiuh he had i-eoured. 

He had not sailed far when he met Ethan 
Allen and (he bateaux. Salutes were excliaDged i 
cannon on one side, mttakelry on the other. Allen 
boarded the sloop, learnt Irom Arnold the partic- 
ulars of hia success, and determined to push on, 
take possession of Si. John's and garrison it with 
one hundred of his Green Moiiiitttin Boys. Ha 
was foiled in the attempt by the sitperinr force 
whicli had arrived ; so he returned to his station af 
Ticonderoga. 

Thus n partisan band, unpracticed in the art o( 
war, had, by b series of during exploits, and al 
t without ihe luS3 of a man, won for the pa 
a the command of Lakes George and Cliam 
a, Kdd tbruwn oiwn the great higltway to 
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W83, He WHS fiirpj-ompt ftiid vigorous ficliou. 
W members concurred wilii him. Indeed, 
tKHSure itself seemed -but it merB form, iJi- 
%\o recoiiuile the Imlf-scnipnlmis ; Tur Bill)- 
fclly, wlien it wss carried. Congress, in fat-e 
Nreut on to nssume und exercise tbe powei's 
lB?ereiKn authority. A fedenil uiiinii wiw 
H, leaviug to each colony tli* riglit of rpgii- 
llts inteniiil alfuirs accoi'diiig to its own iii- 
UhI constitution, but Testing in Coiigjess the 
t of making peace or n-nr ; of entering into 
fas and alliances ; of regulating gej^eml pom- 
^; in H word, of legiskling on nil sndi mn(- 
jii regarded the security and welfare of iho 
i coram unity. 

^ executive power van to be vested in a 
pi of twelve, cli(«cn by Congress from m 
Irn members, and lo bold office for a limited 
'' Such colonies hs ht\A not sent delegnles 
(ngress, might yet become inembera of The 
^emcy by agreeing to its conditions. Georgia, 
Imd hitherto heKilnled, soon joined llie 
ich thus extended from Novii ScotiiL to 

Ingress lost no time in cxeix-teiDg their feder- 
powerH. In virtue of iliem, Ibtij ordered 
pltsiment of troops, llie coajiin "'■ .<-«»—- 

s parts of the colQi)i«»t4 

munition, and mtli^oT^^ 

e oxpeiise of these, ■ 
Wly of self-defense, \~ 

of tioles to thu sflH 

>, bearing the inscript 
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general. "Wlielher this jenloiisy was 
ites lie. "or whether it wiis meru 
I hnughly ambition of furni^liliig n 
Kgenernl to conniiaiid llit: iiorllieni nriuft 
f say; but tlie intention wild very visible 
t Colonel Washington wiis iheir object ; 
lanj of our stanciiest men were in the 
I we could carry nothing n-ilhout couced- 
t. There whs another embiirrussmenl, 
ns nevi^r puliliely kiiowii, and which was 
lOy conceiiled by llio^c who knew it: the 
ihusetls and olher New England delegates 
f divided. Mr. Hancock and Mr. Cusliing 
f back ; Mr. Pnine did not come forward, and 
[ Mr. Sacniiel Adamx was ij'resolute. Mr. 
jck himself had an iimbilion to be appointed 
-chief. Whether he tlionght an elec- 
t a complimeiit due to him, and intended to 
: the honor of declining it, or whether he 
Hiiild bave nccepled it, 1 know not. To the 
:, he liad some pretens^ious ; for, at that 
xertion?, sacriSce?, and general merits 
k the cause of his country, hiid been incompar- 
Mf greater than lliose of Colonel WaBliington. 
Pot the delicacy af his health, and his ealire 
rant of experience in actual service, though an 
excellent militia officer, were deusive objection* 
to him in niy mind." 

Generiil Charles Lee was at that time in PhiU 
ndelphiii. Ili^ former visit had made him well 
acquainted with the leading members of Congren. 
The active I'ntoresC he had manifested in the 
cause was well known, and the public h&d aa 
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of surprise ami soorn. ** What ! ** cried he, " ten 
thousand pmsuiits keep five tliuiisiiiid kin/^'s troops 
ithiit lip ! Well, let us <j;et in, and we'll soon find 
elNiw-rooin." 

Inspirited hy these reinforcements. General 
Ga«»e determined to take the field. Previously, 
ho\vev«T, in eonformitv to instructions from Lord 
Dartmouth, the head of the war department, he 
issiieil a pn>clamati()n (12th June), putting the 
province under martial law, threatening to treat 
as rehels and traitors all malcontents who should 
continue under arms, to^i^ether with their aiders 
and abettors ; but offering pardon to all who 
should lay down their arms, and return to their 
allegiance. From this proffered amnesty, however, 
John Hancock and Samuel Adams were espe- 
cially excepted ; their offenses being proDounced 
** too flagitious not to meet with condign punish- 
ment." 

This proclamation only served to put the pa- 
triots on tlie alert against such measures as might 
be expected to follow, and of which their friends 
in Boston stood ready to apprise them. The be- 
sieging force, in the mean time, was daily aug- 
mented by recruits and volunteers, and now 
amounted to about fifteen thousand men distrib- 
uted at various points. Its character and organ- 
ization were peculiar. As has well bt^en observed, 
it could not be called a national army, for, as yet, 
there was no nation to own it; it was not under 
the authority of the Continental Congress, the «ot 
of that body recognizing it not having as yet beMI 
passed, and the authority of that body itself nol 
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IBvitig been nckiiowledged. It was, in fuel, a 
irtiiitnus BKStmbliige of four dialinut bociiea of 
»op9, belonging lo iliffBrent proviiiceB, «iid ench 
flying II leiuler ot'iia own eleutioii. Aliitut Ll'II 
tousHiid bttlon^d 10 MassticliuiiC'its, and were 
ndep tlie coiiimand uf General Aneniaa Waiil, 
I wliosB litiHd-qunrtera were at C»inbt-idge. Another 
body ol' troops, nuder Colonel Joiin Sttirk, already 
mtntioned, CHine from New Hampshire. Khode 
Island funiislied n third, under the commuitd of 
General Nathaniel Greene. A fourih was from 
Conneuticut, under Lbe veteran Pulmini. 

These bodies of troops, beini^ from different col- 
onies, were independent of each other, and had 
their several torn man ders. Those from New 
HtimpshirB were insirucled to obey General Ward 
us eommander in-chief ; with (lie rest, it was a 
volnntai-y «et, rendered in conaideration of his 
being miliinry chief of MiiasAchuseCts, the province 
whiuh, AS allies, they came to defend. Tliei'e wiis, 
in fuel, but little oigniiizalLoti in the army. Noth- 
ing kept it together, and gave it unity of action, 
but a common tingling of extiaperaled patnotiam. 

The ti'Onpa knew bot liiile of military discipline. 
Almost alt neie fiimiliiiL- with llie iiseofiire-iiriDa in 
ig and lowling, many had servfld lu filMUer 
.igns ngaitiBt the Prenc^h, 1 
Wilh The Indians; but imm 
egalar »ieriKW or the .ti ■ . 
i Ihtre WHS u rnginKii' 
^ganisid by Colonel Gridli>, 
tViinitfh d with nine l'» 
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I hat, a top nig, and a single-breasted blue 

iait, witli facings, and lapped up at the skirts. 

is served to give him coiiseijueiice among tile 

militia uffli^ers with whom he vias iu LHiuucil. 

I His opinion, probably, settled the question; 

it was determined to seize on and foriify 

ker's Hill and Dorchester Heights. Iu def- 

ce, however, to the suggestions of the mora 

iouH, it woA agreed to postpone tljo measure 

itil tliej were siili^ciently supplied with the 

mitions of war to he a.ble to miiiniain the 

len seized. 

I Secret intelligence hun-ied forwai-d the piiijeot. 
snei'al Gage, it ia said, iuteiided to take pusses- 
D of Dorchester Heights ou the night of the 
li of Jane. These heights laj on the opix>- 
B side of BoEioa. and ths comQiitUe wi-re ig- 
t of their localities. Those on Cfaarlestown 
leek, being near at hand, had some time before 
Ben recounoitered by Colouel Richurd Gridley, 
md other of the engineers. It was determined 
to seize and fortify these heights on the night 
of Friday the 16th of June, iu anticipation of 
tie movement of General Gage. Troops were 
drafted for the purpose from llie Massachusetts 
regiments of Culouels Frescott, Frye, and Bridges. 
There was also a fatigue party of about two bun* 
died nwu fruiu Putoum's Cuunecticat troops, led 
by his favoritu olficer, f 
gcthcr with i 
men, »ith tw. 
tain Samuel Gii 
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doubted the expediency of intrenching the» 
selves on those heights, and the possibilitj of 
maintain in<^ so ex}>osed a post, scantily furnishd^ 
as they were, with ordnance and ammonitiot 
Besides, it miglit bring on a general engagement 
which it w:is not safe to risk. 

Putnam nuule light of the danger. He mi 
confident of the bravery of the militia if ia 
trencheti, having seen it tried in the old Frend 
war. '* The Americans," said he, " are neve 
afraid of their heads ; they are only afraid d 
their legs ; shelter them, and they'll fight fin 
ever." He was seconded by General Pomero} 
a leader of like stamp, and another veteran o! 
the French war. He had been a hunter in hi 
time ; a dead shot with the rifle, and was read 

a 

to lead troops against the enemy, " with ^vq car 
tridges to a man." 

The daring councils of such men are alwaj 
captivating to the inexperienced ; but in the pres 
ent instance, they were sanctioned by one whoa 
opinion in such matters, and in this vicinity 
possessed peculiar weight. This was Colone 
William Prescott of Pepperell, who commande( 
a refriment of minute men. He, too, had seei 
service in the French war, and acquired reputa 
tion as a lieutenant of infivntry at the captun 
of Cape Breton. This was sufficient to consti 
tute him an oracle in the present instance. H( 
was now about fifty years of age, tall and com- 
manding in his appearance, and regaining the 
port of a soldier. What was more, he had £ 
military garb ; being equipped with a three-cor 
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ai- nered hat, a top wig, and a single-breasted bluo 

% coat, with facings, and lapped up at the skirts, 

3: All this served to give him conseciuencje among the 

f rustic militia officers with whom he wa8 in council. 

« His opinion, probably, settled the question ; 

and it was determined to seize on and fori if) 

Bunker's Hill and Dorchester Heights. In dct- 

I erence, however, to the suggestions of the more 

cautious, it was agreed to postpone the measure 

until they were sufficiently supplied with the 

munitions of war to be able to maintain the 

heights when seized. 

Secret intelligence hurried forward tlie project 
General Gage, it is said, intended to take posses- 
aion of Dorchester Heights on the night of the 
18th of June. These heights lay on the op[X)- 
site side of Boston, and the committee were ig- 
norant of their localities. Those on Charles town 
Neck, being near at hand, had some time bef»>re 
been reconnoitered by Colonel Richard Gridh:y, 
and other of the engineers. It was determine*! 
to seize and fortify these heights on the night 
oi Friday the 16th of June, in anticipation of 
the movement of General Gage. Troops were 
drafted for the purpose from the Mas.s:ichu:s<itts 
regiments of Colonels Prescott, Frye, and lii id;^cv>. 
There was also a fatigue party of about tw<j liun- 
dred men from Putnanrs Connecticut tro«^j»-. !• «i 
by his favorite officer, Cai)tain Knowltou. to- 
gether with a company oC forty-nine aiiilhry 
men, with two field pieces, commamled by Cup- 
tain Samuel Gridley. 

A little before sunset tlie troops, al>out twelve 
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tife to bury a man without prayers, bat Presci>i4 
saw that the sight of this man suddenly shot 
down had agitated the nerves of his comrades, 
unaccustomed to scenes of war. Some of them, 
in £un;, quietly left the hill, and did not return 
to it 

To inspire confidence by example, Prescott 
now mounted the parapet, and walked leisurely 
about, inspecting the works, giving directions, 
and talking cheerfully with the men. In a little 
while they got over their dread of cannon-balls, 
and some even made them a subject of joke, or 
rather bravado — a species of sham courage occa- 
sionally manifested by young soldiers, but never 
by veterans. 

The cannonading roused the town of Boston* 
General Gage could scarcely believe his eyes 
when he beheld on the opposite hill a fortification 
full of men, which had sprung up in the course of 
the night As he reconnoitered it through a 
glass from Copp's Hill, the tall figure of Prescott, 
in military garb, walking the parapet, caught his 
eye. " Who is that officer who appears in com- 
mand ? " asked he. The question was answered 
by Counselor WiUard, Prescott's brother-in-law, 
who was at hand, and recognized his relative. 
"Will he fight?" demanded Gage, quickly. 
" Yes, sip ! he is an old soldier, and will fight to 
the last drop of blood ; but I cannot answer 
for his men." 

"The works must be carried!" exclaimed 
Gage. 

He called a council of war. The Americans 
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might iiitei^ to cannonade Boston from this new 
fortification ; it was unanimously resolved to dis- 
lodge them. How was this to be done ? A 
majority of the council, including Clinton and 
Grant, advised that a force should be landed on 
Charlestown Neck, under the protection of their 
batteries, so as to attack the Americans in rear, 
and cut off their retreat General Gage objected 
that it would place his troops between two 
armies ; one at Cambridge, superior in numbers, 
the other on the heights, strongly fortified. He 
was for landing in front of the works, and push- 
ing directly up the hill ; a plan adopted through 
a confidence that raw militia would never stand 
their ground against the assault of veteran troops 
— another instance of undervaluing the American 
spirit, which was to cost the enemy a lamentable 
loss of life. 
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rm T^^amm. Z*tvt *mpi)rtance of snch a work 

AM» w«t. ti* JLnencims descried twenty- 
«eU- fctiyi' rriwouf tiruoi Boston in parallel 
linft*. TV^ .fwaiuM a Uirge detachment of 
IfreiMdiFTv. Two^f^ j»i«1 li^t infantry, admir- 
uh\v e<|ah>i«efi. anc ^^OMUtuided bj Major-^neral 
Howe. Tbe^ MM a $pI«^ndid and formidable 
appenmnce witk sknr ^cariet unifonns, and the 
win f)«»hin|r owk vei^iets and bayonets, and 
bra'«s iu-ld-pieces. A beavT fire from the ships 
ami batteries coferptd tbetr aiivance, but no at- 
U*mpt was made to offoeie tbem, and they landed 
alK>iit 1 oVlock at Mo«ihoQ$ Point, a little to the 
north of Breed's HilL 

IltTc General Hoa^e made a pause. On re- 
connoilerifi^ the a-orks from this point, the Amer- 
icnns apjH'an»d to be much more strongly posted 
than lie had imagined. He descried troops also 
liMsU'iiiuo^ to llieir assistance. These were the 
Ni'w Hampshire troops, led on by Stark. Howe 
ininnMliati'lv sent over to General Gage for more 
forces, and a supply of cannon-balls; those bi-oucrht 
hv him being f »und, through some egregious over- 
^i«:ht. loo large tor the ordnance. While await- 
ing their arrixal. retVeshments were served out to 
the tr*H)p<. with "grog'" bv the bucketful; and 
tantalizing it was, to the hungry and thirsty pro- 
vin«M"Ml>. to KH>k down from their ramparts of 
ear(h. and see their invaders seated in groups 
np«Mi tli<» grass eating ami drinking, and prepar- 
ing themselves bv a hearty n)eal tor the comintr 
«»'UN>nn(er. Their only consolation was to take 
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advantage of the delay, while the enemy were 
caroasing, to strengthen their position. The 
breast-work on the left of the redoubt extended 
to what was called the Sloagh, bat beyond this, 
the ridge of the hill, and the slope toward Mystic 
River, were undefended, leaving a pass by which 
^he enemy might turn the left flank of the po> 
sition and seize upon Bunker's HilL Putnam 
ordered his chosen officer, Oaptain Knowlton, to 
cover this pass with the Connecticut troops under 
his command. A novel kind of rampart, savoiv 
ing of ruml device, was suggested by the rustic 
general. About six hundred feet in the rear of 
the redoubt, and about one hundred feet to the 
left of the breastwork, was a post-and-rail fence, 
set in a low foot-wall of stone, and extending 
down to Mystic Biver. The posts and rails of 
another fence were hastily pulled up, and set a 
few feet in behind this, and the intermediate space 
was filled up with new mown hay from the ad- 
jacent meadows. This double fence, it will be 
found, proved an important protection to the re- 
doubt, although there still remained an unprotected 
interval of about seven hundred feet 

While Knowlton and his men were putting 
up this fence, Putnam proceeded with other of 
his troops to throw up the work on Bunker's 
Hill, dispatcUiDg his son, Captain Putnam, on 
iiorseback, to hurry up the remainder of his men 
from Cambridge. By this time his compeer in 
French and Indian warfare, the veteran Stark, 
made liis appearance with the New Hampshire 
troops, five liundred strong. He had grown cool 
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uml wary with age, and his march froiL Medford, 
a «)i5tance of (ive or six miles, had been in char- 
a<lor« He led his men at a moderate pace, to 
l>rin^ tWm into aotioii fresh and vigorous. In 
«\\si»injj the Neck, which was enfiladed bj the en- 
imnvV »hi(v» and batteries, Captain Dearborn, who 
wa^ by hi:» .^ido, suggested a quick step. The vet- 
«Hrau »lhx>k his head : " One fresh man in action 
Hk >ANHnh ten tired ones/' replied he, and marched 
•t^mlilv «>iu 

l^Unam detained some of Stark's men to aid 
in Umnving up the work on Bunker's Hill, and 
<lii>p«ot<Hi him to reinforce Knowlton with the rest. 
Stark n^ado a short speech to his men now that 
th^v w^^Tt* likely to have warm work. He then 
(H^^h^l OIK and did good service that day at the 
ni^iio bulwark, 

.\K>ul two oVK>ok, Warren arrived on the 
WightxS »x\'mIy to ongixge in their perilous defense, 
aliluM),^h ho had opjvvsinl the scheme of their occu- 
)\^^^MK llo hrtd ixwully Ihhmi elected a major- 
jjxM^oraK but hiul !U>t nnvivoil his commission ; like 
Pomoi\n\ ho o;uuo to serve in the ranks with a 
mu>kot ou his >houUlor, Putnam offered him the 
iMu^ntand at tho toiuv ; ho doolined it, aiul merely 
nskod whori* ho vvnild Iv o( most service as a vol- 
uutiHM' Putnam jvuntod to tho redoubt, observing 
that ihi'iv ho woulil bo un(U*r cover. " Don't 
think 1 sook a plavv of satoty," replied Warren, 
quickly; "where will the attack be hottest?" 
Putnam still pointed to tho redoubt, "That is 
the enemy*s object ; if that aui be maintained, 
the day is ours." 
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Warren was cheered by the troops as he en 
tered the redoubt. Colonel Prescott tendered 
him the command. He again declined. " I have 
come to serve only as a volunteer, and shall be 
happy to learn from a soldier of your experience." 
Such were the noble spirits assembled on these 
perilous heights. 

The British now prepared for a general assault. 
An easy victory was anticipated ; the main thought 
was, how to make it most effectual. The left 
wing^ commanded by General Pigot, was to mount 
the hill and force the redoubt, while General 
Howe, with the right wing, was to push on be- 
tween the fort and Mystic River, turn the left 
flank of the Americans, and cut off their retreat. 

General Pigot, accordingly, advanced up the 
hill under cover of a fire from field-pieces and 
howitzei*s planted on a small height near the land- 
ing-place on Moulton's Point. His troops com- 
menced a discharge of musketry while yet at a 
long distance from the redoubts. The Americans 
within the works, obedient to strict command, re- 
tained their fire until the enemy were within 
thirty or forty paces, when they opened upon 
them with a tremendous volley. Being all marks- 
men, accustomed to take deliberate aim, the 
slaughter was immense, and especially fatal to of- 
ficers. The assailants fell back in some confusion ; 
but, rallied on by their ofiicers, advanced within 
pistol shot. Another volley, more effective than 
the first, made them again recoil. To add to 
their confusion, they were galled by a flanking 
fire from the handful of provincials posted iu 
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(MiitrlitHlowii. .Sf*<>ri»jf a: im roniar^ iniL mb- 
lii|{ lliii <roiifii»?K/fj *>? i.:r I-.*.!:-, -jr^ireru ?:r* 
will iirp;«''l lo giv; tri«r n'.iri i.r l Ttii'^-a. 

hi lliii ini'fiii liffj«r. ^x*i*erL Hi«vt v-::i iitt 
li^lii win;/, ii«lviirKj<rd aii'.»ijr AI;-sr.i*. xL"-**t ii'F-u-L 
I lilt tiMiiit wliurfi Stfirkf Beikd. bui £^xi.>viiiii ▼'trc 
nhiliiiiiiMl, iliiiikiiif^ lo carnr iLi* t^Ijirii": ii--ie::v.r£ 
uilli I'lifi', itiiil MO get in lij*- rtsLT :c in* i.i-:T*B. 
Iltn uililliM-y priiviMl of iitlle arkll. •*:i:;r «:«:»:«£ 
\\\ w ww»iiii|iy |iU'«! of gi^iUfj'i. "w :. »^ ;..•* y. -linmf 
miIUmimI iVoiii two or three fi^rl'i-pieae* wili. vij:i 
riituam liuil I'orlilied the fence. Hiwr'f zds 
kt'pi \\\\ w lli'o of musketry as ibej af-rs.:faE<£: 
)iui, itiii lukiii^ iiitii, their ehot pa^Siei cTt^r liiie 
hviiJi ot tho AiiirrinuiH. The latter hid r«c>:^>e»i 
\\w '•anio orxlor.s with those in the redocb:. i>:>: to 
\\\y^ until ilio nuMiiy hIiouM be within thinv r.:&oe% 
SiMuo tow liiuis^n«sj*r(i the (XiinmanJ. Pmi.i3i 
ixsl«« up autl nworo ho would cut down the x^ex! 
itMu \\\\\ tiu'd rontrarv to orders. When the 
Ui lu h jUM\rd within the Minted distance a sheeted 
1(1^' o|^'iu'\l upon thoin from rifles, muskets, and 
ti'wiiu' pu o".» mII Icvt'hul with deadly aim. The 
»iiu »»•»".;»•. n\ \\\v otlu-r instance, was horrible. 
ri«o III 111 \\ \\\\\' thrown into confusion and fell 
l«», K . -iMw*' i\ru utroaU'd tt) the boats. 

riuio w,r. a jMhriiil pan^c on the part of the 
III iH'.h V\w \\\\K\ h-aii t»tlictMs availed themselves 
ol II i«» pirpaif tor aiioiluT attack, which must 
hoon br n\.hh>. TiVM^vtlt niinuK'd among his men 
Ml tlio irdoiibi. who wt 10 all in hi<^h spirits at the 
hO\oro clu'ok thrN had i;i\\n "the rc»?ularr '^ 
praised them tor tluir steadfastness in m' 
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their post, and tLeir good conduct in reserving 
their fire until the word of command, and ex- 
horted them to do the same iuthe next attack. 

Putnam rode ahout Bunker's Hill and its skirts, 
to rally and bring on reinforcements which had 
been cliecked or scattered in crossing: Charlestown 
Neck by the raking fire from the ships and bat- 
teries. Before many could be brought to the 
scene of action the British had commenced their 
second attack. Tbey again ascended the hill to 
storm the redoubt ; their advance was covered as 
before by discharges of artillery. Charlestown, 
which had annoyed them on their first attack by 
a flanking fire, was in fiames, by shells thrown 
from Copp's Hill, and by marines from the ships. 
Being built of wood, the place was soon wrapped 
in a general conflagration. The thunder of artil- 
lery from batteries and ships, the bursting of bomb- 
shells, the sharp discharges of musketry; the 
shouts and yells of the combatants ; the crash of 
burning buildings, and the dense volumes of smoke, 
which obscured the summer sun, all formed a tre- 
mendous spectacle. " Sure I am," said Burgoyne 
in one of his letters, — *' Sure I am nothing ever 
has or ever can be more dreadfully terrible than 
what was to be seen or heard at this time. The 
most incessant discharge of guns that ever was 
heard bv mortal ears." 

The American troops, although unused to war, 
stood undismayed amidst a scene where it was 
upon them with all its horrors. Reser- 
'- H8 before, until the enemy was close 
*«* forth repeated volleys 
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le<*, pifpnratioas were made tc carry the 
t the point of the bttyonet ; and the sol 
lliruw off tlieir kimpsacks, and some even 
■coats, lo be more liglit fur aclioii. 

?ith (he niiiin body, now made 

^of attacking the fortified fence ; but, while 

was thus engaged, the rest 

\ some of tbe field-pieces to enfilade the 

11 the left of the redoubt, A raking 

I drove the Americana out of thia exposed 

3 the iiicluiure. Much damage, too, was 

■le Inlter hy balls which entered the snlly- 

) now led on to assail the 

e who flinched were, as before, goaded 

^worda of the oScei's. The Americana 

fveA thair fire until their asaailaata 

[Kt hand, and then made a murderous 

Itvhich several officers were laid low, 

2 himself wna wounded in the 

British soldiery this time likewise re- 

~ 'e and mshed on with fixed bayonet. 

Ipigot had reached the southern and 

^ of the redoubt, aud it was now as- 

! sides at once. Prescott ordered 

J bayonets to retire to the back 

^oubt and fire on ihe enemy as they 

'\'es above tlie parapet, TJie firat 

Lijliiimed in triumph, " Ihe day is 

.1^ itistanlly shot duwn, aud so 

huia who mounted at the same 

Americans, however, had fired their 

idir ammunition was exhauaied ; and 
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